
by the way, was probably the best six years 
of my life and library career.  On 18 March 
2009 (which ironically coincided with Public 
Library Week!), I fi nally graduated with my 
B.Bibl degree conferred by the University 
of the Western Cape.  This was the most 
enriching and rewarding time of my life 
… although it took a total of seven years 
to complete!’  She was appointed senior 
librarian at the Tafelsig Public Library (April 
2009-January 2010).  ‘Although my time 
spent there was brief, it was well spent with 
wonderful colleagues and many challenges 
and achievements.  

‘Now I’m the very happy regional librarian 
for the Southern Region and I’m very excit-
ed and enthusiastic about the new position,’ 
she says.  ‘I love working with people and 
I’ve already met some extraordinary people 
… especially my staff!  Lastly, I want to say 
thank you to all my colleagues, whom I was 
very privileged and blessed to have worked 
with over the years.  To my new colleagues, 
I know we will work very well together and 
look forward to more exciting, empowering 
and happy times!’

Pieter Hugo
Assistant Director, Metropole Control Area

Lindani Ntantiso
Lindani Ntantiso started in Stellenbosch 
Region as general assistant at the beginning 
of February 2010.  

Born in Uitenhage in the Eastern Cape in 
1984 where he grew up and went to school, 
he was introduced to the games of soccer 
and cricket which he still loves very much. 

Lindani formerly worked for the Depart-
ment of Sport and Recreation on contract 
where he added some skills to his reper-
toire.  He also worked in a big clothing store 
at Somerset Mall for a couple of years.  His 
vision for his future is to ‘grow as a person 
provided with the right opportunities’.

We welcome Lindani to our staff as his 
friendly smile lights up the dark corridors 
of the fourth fl oor.  He fi lls a much needed 
space in the region’s staff ranks and after 
only a few weeks he is already pulling his 
weight like an old hand.

Anél de Villiers
Regional Librarian, Saldanha Region 

A warm welcome to all. ED

PEOPLE

MENSE
ABANTU 

In Memoriam: Idelaide Pretorius
4 February 1975 - 27 February 
2010

In loving memory of our dear colleague 
and friend, Idy Pretorius, who passed away 
after being in a taxi accident on Saturday, 27 
February 2010. 

On 1 December 2003 Idy joined George 
Library as a library aid and in 2007 she was 
promoted to library assistant.  At the time of 
her death she was working in the children’s 
section which she found especially fulfi lling 
since working with children was her passion. 

She was always professional, creative, and 
positive and you could never fault her work 
ethics or thirst for knowledge.  

She likened herself to a ‘vetplantjie’ who 
survives no matter the hard times. 

‘Idy, your library family loves you, misses 
you and salutes you: God-speed.  Our deep-
est sympathy goes to your loved ones.’  

Idy leaves behind her beloved sons 
Zhandre and Ethan, her fi ancé Jacques, her 
loving mother Monica and three sisters, 
Sandy, Eunice and Bernetta, and many loving 
family members and friends.

Tirzah Arendse 

Reference Librarian: George Library and 
Estelle van Rooyen, Senior Librarian: George 

Branch Libraries

Our sincere condolences. Ed

Welcome
Edwina Africa
Edwina, newly appointed regional librarian 
for Tygerberg Region started her career 
with City Libraries around 1995, when 
she worked for two years on contract in 
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the registrations 
department at City 
Libraries Head Of-
fi ce in the old Drill 
Hall, in what is now 
the new Central 
Library.  In between 
the renewal of the 
contracts, which 
were usually on a 
three-monthly basis, 
she did voluntary work at Central Library.

In 1997 she was appointed at Claremont 
Public Library as librarian.

She did her studies through UNISA, which 
afforded her the opportunity to work while 
she studied, and where she completed a 
degree in Library Science, as well as an 
honours degree in Information Science.  She 
plans to do a masters in the fi eld of Library 
Studies in the near future.

‘After more than ten years of service at 
Claremont Library, I felt the need for a chal-
lenge, and am lucky to have been made a 
part of such a fantastic team.  

‘I am the proud mom of four-year-old 
twins who have inherited my love of books.  
This to me is what, at the end of the day, it 
is all about.  To foster a love of reading and 
books in our children, who represent the 
future,’ says Edwina.

Bronwen Abrahams
Bronwen’s career in Cape Town’s Library and 
Information Services Department was one 
of excitement, hard work and many rewards.  
She started as a volunteer at the Huguenot 
Square Public Library in Belhar (1997-1998).  
‘Here I learnt as much as I could, because it 
was my time!  And 
did I learn a lot!’ she 
says.  ‘My journey 
continued when I 
was appointed as a 
permanent assist-
ant librarian at the 
Belhar Public Library 
(1998-2002).’  She 
started her studies 
in 2002.  After 
spending fi ve years there Bronwen wanted 
to expand her horizons and was appointed 
librarian at the Bothasig Public Library 
(2003-2009).  ‘Bothasig Public Library will 
always have a special place in my heart!  This, 
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BIBLIOTEKE

LIBRARIES
AMATHALA EENCWADI

Mosselbaai woel 
Met verbeelding, vernuf en insig kan 
slim uitstallings aanmekaar geslaan word.  
D’Almeida Biblioteek in Mosselbaai is ’n 
sprekende voorbeeld en ons deel graag van 
hulle idees met lesers.  

BOOKS AND AUTHORS

SKRYWERS EN BOEKE
IINCWADI NABABHALI

Writer Dick Francis dies
Dick Francis, the best-selling British thriller 
writer and former champion jockey, has 
died in his home in the 
Cayman Islands.  He 
was 89.

A successful steeple-
chase jockey, Francis 
turned to writing after 
he retired from racing 
in 1957.  He penned 42 
novels, many of which 
featured racing as a 
theme.  His books were 
translated into more 
than 20 languages, and in 
2000 Queen Elizabeth 
II - whose mother was among his many 
readers - honoured Francis by making him a 
Commander of the British Empire.

During his writing career, Francis won 
three Edgar Allen Poe awards by The 
Mystery Writers of America for his novels 
Forfeit (1968), Whip hand (1979) and 
Come to grief (1995).

He also was awarded a Cartier Diamond 
Dagger from the Crime Writers’ Association 
for his outstanding contribution to the genre.  
The association made him a Grand Master in 
1996 for a lifetime’s achievement.

In recent years, Francis wrote novels 
jointly with his son, Felix, including Silks 
(2008) and Even money (2009).  A new 
novel by the two, Crossfi re, will be published 
later this year.

Richard Francis was born on 31 October 
1920, as the younger son of a horse breeder in 
Tenby, South Wales.  During World War II he 
joined the Royal Air Force in 1940 and was 
stationed in the Egyptian Desert before be-
ing commissioned as a bomber pilot in 1943, 
fl ying Spitfi res, Wellingtons and Lancasters.

A few years later he returned to his 
father’s stables and became a steeplechase 
trainer’s assistant.  Later, as a professional 
jockey, he won 345 of the more than 2300 
races he rode in between 1948 and 1957, 
taking the title of Champion Jockey for the 
1953-54 season.

His most famous moment in racing came 
just a few months before he retired, when, 
riding for Queen Elizabeth, his horse col-
lapsed inexplicably within sight of certain 
victory in the 1956 Grand National.

‘n Ken-jou-liggaam-uitstalling deur 

Lizette de Kock

’n Uiters treffende boodskap wat geweld teen vrouens aanspreek

Die biblioteek se boekvoorraad word effektief 
ter aanvulling in hierdie kleurvolle uitstalling 
gebruik

Bekende strokieverhaalkarakters moedig 

jong gebruikers aan om te lees

Valentynsdag bly ’n gewilde onderwerp

Let op die hergebruik van ’n ou Bhuki-
plakkaat
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Francis’s fi rst 
book, published in 
1957, was his auto-
biography, titled The 
sport of queens.  
His fi rst novel, Dead 
cert, came out 
in 1962 and was 
followed by a new 
title every year since.  
He also worked for 
years as a racing 
correspondent for 
Britain’s Sunday Express.

Cape Times

LITERÊRE TOEKENNINGS

LITERARY AWARDS
AMABHASO WONCWADI

Rooibos-kookboek vereer
’n Tikkie rooibos, die nuwe kookboek van 
Rooibos Bpk., ’n verskaffer van rooibos in 
Suid-Afrika en internasionaal, is pas as die 
beste enkelonderwerpkookboek in Suid-
Afrika en die derde beste kookboek ter 
wêreld in die Gourmand World Cookbook-
kompetisie aangewys.

Meer as 136 lande skryf jaarliks meer as 
8 000 boeke in vir hierdie toekenning.

Wat die boek so uniek maak, is dat 14 
van Suid-Afrika se voorste sjefs ’n bydrae 
gelewer het.  Twee van die sjefs,  Luke Dale 
Roberts (hoofsjef van La Colombe)en 
Chantel Dartnall (sjef van die jaar) wat tot ’n 
Tikkie rooibos bygedra het, word as Suid-
Afrika se beste sjefs beskou.

Lost Man Booker toegeken
Die wenner van die Lost Man Booker Prys 
is Adam Foulds, vir sy boek The quickening 
maze.

Hierdie prys word eenmalig toegeken 
vir ’n boek uit die sewentigerjare wat nie ’n 
Booker gekry het nie.  Die misdaadroman-
sier PD James het die prys oorhandig.

Melvyn Bragg het die Outstanding 
Achievement Award van David 
Attenborough in ontvangs geneem.

In 1971, twee jaar nadat die Booker Prys 
ingestel is, is dit nie meer retrospektiewelik 
toegeken nie maar net vir die beste 
boek van die jaar waarin dit gepubliseer 
is.  Terselfdertyd is die datum vir die 

toekennings van April na November geskuif.  
As gevolg daarvan het ’n jaar se fi ksiewerke 
nie daarvoor in aanmerking gekom nie.  

Onder die ander skrywers van wie werke 
in aanmerking gekom het, was David Lodge, 
Iris Murdoch, Joe Orton, Muriel Spark en 
Patrick White.

Omstrede Polanski bekroon in 
Berlyn
The ghost writer, die rolprent wat die Pool 
Roman Polanski (76) voltooi het toe hy al 
onder huisarres in Switserland was, is met ’n 
Silwer Beer op die Berlynse rolprentfees in 
Berlyn, Duitsland, vereer.

Die fl iek is ’n politieke riller met Ewan 
McGregor en Pierce Brosnan as hoofspelers.

Polanksi kon nie die fees bywoon nie, 
omdat hy in September in Zürich in hegtenis 
geneem is toe hy ’n ander fees wou bywoon 
waarop hy ’n toekenning sou ontvang.

Polanski was sedert 1978 voortvlugtend 
nadat hy op die vooraand van sy vonnisop-
legging weens seks met ’n 13-jarige meisie 
uit die VSA gevlug het.  Hy het in Frankryk 
gaan woon.  Hy is steeds onder huisarres in 
Switserland waar hy sy uitlewering aan die 
VSA beveg.

Die Turkse rolprent Bal (Heuning) is met 
die Goue Beer, die hoogste eer op die fees, 
as beste prent bekroon.

Die fl iek, ’n derde afl ewering in ’n trilogie 
deur die regisseur Semih Kaplanoglu, handel 
oor Yusuf, ’n sesjarige seun wat sy byewagter-
pa in die woud gaan soek toe dié vermis 
geraak het.

Vanjaar is die 60ste jaar dat die Berlinale 
aangebied is.

Pansat vereer Mandela en Meyer
Die Afrikaanse skrywer Deon Meyer en 
oudpresident Nelson Mandela is deur die 
Pan-Suid-Afrikaanse Taalraad (Pansat) met 
veeltaligheidstoekennings op die vooraand 
van Internasionale Moedertaaldag vereer.

Ndileka Mandela, een van Mandela se 
kleindogters, het die toekenning namens 
hom ontvang.

Ngubane het in ’n verklaring gesê Mandela 
het meer as die meeste mense gedoen 
om die unieke uiteenlopendheid van die 
Suid-Afrikaanse bevolking te bevorder, te 
ontwikkel en te koester.

‘Hy het die grootste deel van sy jong-
menslewe afgestaan om toe te sien dat daar 
nooit weer teen iemand gediskrimineer 
word op grond van hul taal, die kleur van hul 
vel of op grond van hul geslag of seksuele 
voorkeur nie.’

Ngubane het tydens die geleentheid een 
van Mandela se ‘vele wyse stellings’ aange-
haal: ‘As jy met iemand praat in ’n taal wat hy 
of sy verstaan, gaan dit na sy of haar kop toe, 
maar as jy in sy of haar eie taal praat, gaan 
dit na die hart toe.’

Meyer, wie se Suid-Afrikaanse speurrillers 
al in 20 tale vertaal is, is in die afdeling vir 
taal, geskrewe en mondelingse letterkunde 
vereer.

Die Burger

More awards
The Sanlam Prize for Youth Literature was 
awarded to Adeline Radloff in the English 
Language Category with her story Sidekick.  
The silver award went to Alex Smith for her 
story Agency Blue.

The double crown by Marie Heese has 
won the Commonwealth Writers’ Prize for 
Best Book in the Africa Region.

Cape Times

MISCELLANY

ALLERLEI
IINCWADI EZAHLUKENEYO

Plea for donations
Equal Education, a Khayelitsha-based educa-
tion organisation, has created a depot in the 
heart of the city for people to donate books 
to help restock school libraries.

The Bookery at 20 Roeland Street will be 
used to collect books which are suitable for 
primary and secondary school children.

According to Equal Education’s Rich 
Conyngham only 7.23% of public schools 
have functional libraries, 13.47% have a 
library space without books or a librarian 
and a massive 79.3% do not have a library.

Major international studies have shown 
that the provision of a functional library in 
a school will add between 10% and 25% to 
children’s average class performance.

Those who donated books would be ac-
knowledged with a sticker inside every book.

For more information, visit www.equaledu-
cation.org.za, e-mail <rich@equaleducation.
org.za> or phone Rich Conyngham at 076 
593 9310.

Cape Times
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City Library posts slashed
Cape Town libraries will have to cut back on 
operational hours, holiday programmes and 
story-telling sessions from 1 July as scores 
of full-time posts have been cut due to the 
redistribution of library budgets.

Forty-two full-time posts at many of the 
City of Cape Town’s libraries will be cut and 
replaced by 17 part-time contract positions 
in order to minimise the impact of the real-
location of funds and to soften the effect of 
a cut in operational hours.  This will in effect 
be a net loss of approximately 31 full-time 
posts.  However, according to council no 
library closures are imminent.

Gerhard Ras, mayoral committee member 
for community services, says the operations 
of the City’s Library and Information 
Services Department are funded by the 
City and through grants from the provincial 
government through the Provincial 
Conditional Grant.  During the 2009/10 
fi nancial year this grant made provision for 
R19 520 000 for the appointment of 93 
contract staff at libraries.  But Ras warns 
that although there has been an increase 
in the funding provided through this grant 
for the 2010/11 fi nancial year to R24 267 
000, there is an ‘urgent need’ to re-prioritise 
the allocation to make provision for capital 
requirements, such as ‘the migration to a 
new, automated library management system, 
procurement of new, and maintenance of 
existing book detection systems and other 
capital projects such as fencing around 
libraries for safety and security reasons’.  The 
allocation for the 2010/11 fi nancial year will 
also have to go towards the establishment of 
two new libraries in Khayelitsha.  Instead of 
the 93 contract posts, only 68 posts will be 
fi lled as of 1 July.  

‘The Shuttleworth Foundation provided 
funding towards the construction of a 
new library in Fisantekraal and extensions 
to the existing Durbanville Library, while 
the Masiphumelele Corporation and 
Trust is responsible for extensions to the 
Masiphumelele Satellite Library,’ he said.

People’s Post

More from City Libraries
In the January/February 2010 CL Kathleen 
Laishley shared her experiences at the 
Frankfurt Bookfair with readers.  This month 
she shares some valuable web sites with us.

www.worldscientifi c.com - non-fi ction
www.farafi namagazine.com - African
www.enterprisebattle.org - entrepreneurs
www.dompublishers.com - art
www.universitypressplc.com - African
www.capress.co.kr - art and design
www.promopress.info - art and design
www.skira.net - art and design
www.ave-comics.com - graphic novels
www.musica.de - music
www.graphicsha.com - graphic novels
info@brownreference.com - non-fi ction
www.cinebook.com - fi lm
www.hebnpublishesr.com - African
www.oecd.org/insights - economic subjects for 
non-specialists
www.info@studymates.co.uk - high school 
level
www.markuswiener.com - non-fi ction
www.newmarketpress.com - fi lm scripts
www.weldonowen.com - children’s reference 
books
www.cengage.com - teaching English, refer-
ence and easy readers
www.ydp.c.u - e-content for primary and 
secondary level
www.europa-lehrmittel.de - vocational learning, 
for example, automotive engineering.

The couch-potato generation
A Kaiser Family Foundation study found that 
United States kids ages 8 to 18 are consum-
ing more media than ever before.  According 
to the survey, children and teens are now 
using their phones, computers, televisions 
and video-game systems for a total of 7.5 
hours a day, or 52.5 hours a week.  (The 
authors explain that multitasking and dual 
use devices - like cell phones that play video 
- push those fi gures even higher.)  In the past 
decade, music listening has increased the 
most, up nearly an hour per day.  The only 
leisure activity that has become less popular 
is reading.

ON WRITING

SKRYFGEDAGTES
EZABABHALI

Racing through writer’s reality 
with Rachelle
Out of the blue it came: an e-mail invitation 
from Maskew Millar Longman to attend a 

workshop with Rachelle Greeff.  Rachelle has 
been dominating the literary and journalis-
tic world for some time, but many people 
will know her as the creator of the wildly 
successful play Die naaimasjien.  Neverthe-
less, the workshop was not for aspiring 
playwrights - the intension was to groom 
potential writers of youth novels.  And it was 
a mixed bag indeed: a couple of so-called 
housewives, some ex-teachers, a sculptor, 
men, women, young-ish, old-ish … some 
published, several novices calling themselves 
‘groentjies’,  Afrikaans and English speaking, 
but all clearly intensely interested in being 
an author, and specifi cally to write for young 
people. 

After being unceremoniously herded into 
a small conference room (Marble Hall Exten-
sion, Artscape), about 20 of us sat listening 
to the diminutive but compelling Ms Greeff, 
eager to collect pearls of wisdom from 
someone so well-versed in all the facets of 
writing and publishing.  Most of these aspects 
are like obscure objects in a dimly lit room 
- we can make out the nearest ones (the 
writing part, just about), but at the back of 
that room are some really ominous-looking 
shapes (perhaps the editors and publishers) 
and we are counting on our guide to turn 
the spotlight on them, hopefully even blind 
them while we can do our thing (whatever 
that may be) and make a quick escape.  With 
the loot of course - at the very least our 
names in print or (dare we even dream?) 
our names in lights, like JK Rowling!  And 
who does not occasionally dream of having 
it all: fame, fortune, fulfi lment?

Rachelle mixed motivational anecdotes 
with practical tips to make the most of our 
relatively short time together - 9:30-13:30 
has ‘crash course’ written all over it.  But she 
did an admirable job: there was something 
for everybody and some universal questions 
(that is, in the realm of writing) were even 
answered.  And here are some examples: 
when to write?  Whenever suits you, hope-
fully when it’s quiet, like (very) early in the 
morning, but preferably in your own space 
where nobody else is allowed, where you 
can slip into the character of a writer just 
like an actor does, and where you take your-
self seriously, because if you don’t, nobody 
else will.  The life - and it is a lifestyle, not just 
a career - of a writer is a lonely one, even 
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selfi sh.  If you cannot pay that price, you can 
write one thing only: goodbye.  Want to have 
a real book published by a real publisher in a 
real world?  Then you burn both ends of the 
candle.  Most writers have a day job, even 
the brilliant ones.  This causes frustration, but 
the inner drive needed for success, which 
does not mean money, is there 99% of the 
time.

The brilliant, tragic, late Raymond Carver 
(Rachelle insists that he is still alive, because 
his work is) wrote a poem about the mind-
set of a writer.  It goes on and on about the 
painter’s palette and then suddenly he ends 
it with a reverberating punchline - you must 
have the working capacity of a locomotive 
and an iron will.  You have to believe in your-
self.  You have to create new worlds, a bonsai 
god working alone on a miniature cosmos; at 
one with your theme, tenacious, controlling: 
inspired! 

Where does one get ideas (read: inspira-
tion, the elephant in the writer’s room), we 
wonder, and Rachelle says: read!  Reading 
is like location to a business or a rose to 

Gertrude Stein - three times over it is still 
valid.  And to Shakespeare, or Umberto 
Eco, the name is the same is the same is the 
same.  Newspapers are a wonderful source 
- articles for ideas, obituaries for names.  And 
if it works for you, keep the clippings.  One’s 
own archive can help in those dark hours 
when you set out your traps (maybe like 
Breytenbach; wine and fi gs) for a muse. 

We ask our questions sparingly, we must 
make every shot count.  So what is a charac-
ter-driven plot?  Don’t think of any plot that 
way, the answer comes back.  Just draw up 
you map/plan/plot and stay within sight of 
the shore - storms/characters will probably 
blow you into the deep blue and then you 
will get to know the nature of the beast.  

Talking of dangers, we discussed the do’s 
and don’ts, like staying away from religion, 
race, AIDS, politics, and then came to the 
conclusion that even those potential traps 
could be set for mice nor men, taking the 
ever-changing milieu into account.  The fabric 
of our society can be a karos or a lap-
pieskombers; rich with texture and colours, 

but the old adage still stands: be careful to 
unravel it lest you cause a terrible draft up 
our collective shaft.

We ping-ponged a few possible titles 
around and the best I could come up with 
was ‘Wat de hel gaan ek sê?’  And lo and 
behold, from across the table someone 
thankfully scooped up that piece of cerebral 
debris: it will suit her story nicely, thank you!  
Well, I never . . . Anyway, it turns out that the 
title of a book or story should be something 
like ‘the shortest synopsis of the book/story’.  
It should reveal the essence of the work 
as well as be the foreplay to a seduction 
process: the writer entices the reader to 
open the book.  And then; to keep the 
reader’s attention is hard work, something 
like a marriage.  The process of writing is 
exiting, but not always, and not all of it.  You 
have to cope with all facets, and then hope 
for the best.  Therefore Rachelle’s advice is: 
keep it real.  But nobody is watching you.  
You are pretty much on your own.

Dr Francois Verster
Correspondent

 In celebration of  World 
Book Day on 2 April regional 

staff of the Western Cape Pro-
vincial Library Service (WCPLS), 

together with Phadiel Mitchell,  
Attie van Neel, Sidwell Sifuko 
en Mzi Baleka, together with 

Assistant Director: Regions, 
Pieter Hugo, built a massive 
book tower consisting of ap-
proximately 1 000 books on 
the second fl oor of the head 
offi ce building. The excercise 
took them under two hours 

and large photographs of the 
display were posted all over the 

building.  A great effort guys!
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40 YEARS AGO ...
Stefan Wehmeyer  Deputy Director : Regions

  1970 saw celebrations commemorating the arrival of the 1820 
Settlers.  Libraries were encouraged to make use of special display 
material produced by the Library Service.

  Ilze Swart, bibliotekaris van Bellville Openbare Biblioteek, wat 
so pas teruggekeer het na ‘n baie bedrywige jaar in Europa en 
Amerika, skryf ‘n artikel oor die Amerikaanse en Kanadese open-
bare biblioteke wat sy besoek het.  Sy skryf dat leners van New 
York Openbare Biblioteek tot 25 boeke op ‘n slag kan uitneem.  
As boeke nie terugkom nie, het die stadsvaders die houding dat 
mense moet lees en daar word veronderstel dat die boek gebruik 
word.  Dit kos soveel tyd en geld om ‘n verlore boek op te spoor 
as iemand sy adres verander het, dat hulle eerder nog ‘n eksem-
plaar aankoop.

  Drakenstein Biblioteek open sy deure in 1970.  Die biblioteek was 
maar die twaalfde openbare biblioteek wat in ‘n destydse bruin 
area geopen het.  Mnr GF Fredericks, later professor aan Univer-
siteit van die Wes-Kaap (UWK), was die eerste bibliotekaris van 
Drakenstein Openbare Biblioteek.

  An unknown author (maybe it was the editor) commented in 
an article on libraries at military installations.  ‘Managing without 
books is easy in a world with an over-abundant supply of all that is 

cheap, trite and nasty in print, on the screen, over the air.’  Wonder 
what she would have said about the variety available ‘over the air’ 
in 2010?

  The well-known cataloguer and expert on reference works, 
Reuben Musiker, wrote an article on South African reference 
books that matter.  One of the most important 25 books was the 
second edition of Afrikaanse Kinderensiklopedie.  He called it 
‘The only work of its kind.’  40 jaar later kan dieselfde gesê word van 
Britannica se nuwe Afrikaanse ensiklopedie vir kinders.

  LJ Raubenheimer van Worcester skryf ‘n artikel oor Die biblioteek 
vir die gehoorgestremde kind.  Sy skryf dat oningeligte persone 
geen besef het van die geweldige taalarmoede waaronder dowe 
kinders gebuk gaan nie.  ‘Die feit dat die dowe kind so stadig 
woordeskat en taalkonstruksie aanleer, maak dat hy nie maklik of 
vanself leer om te lees nie.’

  Volgens UNESCO was Lenin die skrywer wie se werke meer 
dikwels vertaal word as enige ander ter wêreld.  Tweede was 
die Franse skrywer Georges Simenon, Enid Blyton was derde en 
Shakespeare was in die vierde plek.  Volgens die nuutste Index 
Translationum van UNESCO is Agatha Christie tans in die eerste 
plek, gevolg deur Jules Verne, Shakespeare en dan Blyton.

Cape Librarian

 . . . DAYS TO GO!
It’s the 2010 FIFA World Cup and 
signs of soccer fever are everywhere. 
In the foyer of the Western Cape 
Provincial Library Service building a 
large display featuring the count-
down to kick-off was put together by 
David Webber from the Publication 
and Promotion Section. Soccer fans 
can now all participate in the count-
down to 11 June 2010!


