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First Year of Operation 
 
The Institute formally opened its doors at the beginning of November 2001, with financial 
support from the Provincial Administration of the Western Cape and the then Department of 
Arts, Culture, Science and Technology, and with infra-structural support from the Cape 
Technikon.   The first year of operation of the CCDI involved a confirmation of the scope of 
the needs identified in the province’s research, together with the development of an 
infrastructure to support strategies that emerged to deal with key issues.  (See CCDI fact 
sheets for detailed activities). 
 
 
 
The Technikon’s role in this period involved: 
 
� The provision of administrative and logistical support 
� The provision of a physical home for the Institute’s operations 
� Engaging with other stakeholders in the institution, in particular the Faculty of 

Management to elicit their future involvement 
� Some participation by staff and students in activities of the Institute. 
 
 
 
Plans for 2003/2004 
 
� Further development of linkages and involvement across the Institution in the activities of 

the CCDI 
� The development of an integrated research programme, which will underpin the activities 

of the Institute and provide a broader analysis of needs and strategies for the craft sector 
as a whole to support the development of appropriate long-term policies.   It is 
anticipated that a National Research Foundation focus area for design, craft and hand-
manufacturing is to be developed at the Cape Technikon, providing for interdisciplinary 
research 

� Greater integration of staff and students into the functioning of the CCDI’s programmes 
� Consolidation of relationships across the Higher Education sector in the Western Cape, 

involving all five tertiary institutions in the activities of the Institute 
� Integration of appropriate programmes within the existing curricula to develop young 

designers capable of operating across the entire spectrum of economic activities in South 
Africa involving design and craft 

� The development of qualifications that integrate design into development strategies for 
the craft sector, in particular the development of parallel learnership/formal qualifications 
providing for multiple access. 
 
 
For further information contact: Mel Hagen, Dean: Faculty of the Built Environment and 
Design, Cape Technikon. Tel: 021 460 3877/ hagenm@ctech.ac.za 
 
 
 

The Mission of the Cape Technikon 
 
The Cape Technikon, an accessible centre of excellence in Higher Education, 
provides and facilitates high-level career and technology education and training in 
partnership with all its stakeholders.  Its aim is to encourage the development of 
individual creativity, the acquisition of skills and the expansion of knowledge for 
national, regional and personal growth. 
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