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Tourism is big business in the 
Western Cape.  Festivals and 
special events attract visitors 

to the area, create jobs and help to 
stimulate the economy for the region.  
Visitors are easily attracted to the large 
centres, where there is a large selection 
of festivals and events to choose from 
throughout the year.  Other towns may 
find themselves being overlooked if 
they do not make the effort to attract 
visitors by advertising events and festivals in 
their town or region.  It is therefore vitally 
important that the local municipalities and 
organisations make sure that both local and 
international visitors are made aware of any 
events that take place in their town or sur-
rounding areas.  

One of the best ways of doing so is to 
create a web site for your town or region, 
including information about festivals and 
events in the towns and surrounding areas.  
One can include something about the his-
tory of the towns in the area, local places 
of interest, accommodation and a calendar 
of events.  It always helps if the calendar of 
events and festivals contains links to sites 
containing details of specific events, dates 
and programmes.  It is useful to mention 
whether an event is held annually or is 
just a once off event.  Once the event has 
taken place, one should always update the 
site with ‘Highlights from’ the event and a 
reminder to look out for the schedule for 
the next year’s event, giving some indication 
when the new programme will be posted 
on the web site.  

Unfortunately I found that this is not the 
case.  Many of the web sites that I visited, 
contained very out-of-date information 
about events in their area.  It would appear 
that nobody has been made responsible 
for ensuring that the web site is updated 
regularly.  This is not good enough.  After all, 
if you are going to take the trouble to set 
up a web site, surely it is worth the effort 
to ensure that the information is kept cur-
rent, or that you shut down the site if it has 
become obsolete.

We are usually aware of the major festi-
vals or events taking place in our towns, but 
unless we have a particular interest, we may 
not always be aware of other events that are 
taking place.  

Let me share some of the web sites, 
which I found useful in finding out what 
events have been planned throughout our 
province.

Events calendars
It is always useful to be able to access web 
sites, which will provide one with a list of 
festivals and events taking place during the 
year.  Use a search engine, such as Google, 
using keyword searches.  

One of the best web sites that I en-
countered is www.tourismcapetown.co.za.  
The site provides information about Cape 
Town, as well as the various regions within 
the province - the Cape Winelands, the 
Overberg, Garden Route and Little Karoo, 
Cape Karoo, the West Coast and Cederberg.  
Each region has information regarding ac-
commodation, tours, local places of interest, 
and much more.  By selecting the region and 
clicking on the ‘events’ link, then choosing the 
link ‘This month’ one is able to obtain a daily 
list of all the events and the location where 
they are taking place.  In most cases, clicking 
on the event listed provides one with more 
detailed information on the particular event.

At www.capestay.co.za/cape-town-events.
asp, you will find an events calendar for the 
year, which lists major events and where 
they are being held.  Click on the >>View 
the Cape Stay Events Calendar<< link and 
you will find information, which includes 
events not listed on the main calendar.  A 

new window will load and you will be 
able to search the calendar month by 
month.

www.safrica.info/ has a ‘Festivals’ link, 
which will provide information on 
festivals held in the Western Cape, as 
well as the other provinces.  A short 
description of the events is provided, 
along with a contact telephone number.  

There is also a link to the official 
South African Tourism web site, www.
southafrica.net/ and www.artslink.co.za, 
where you will be able to search the 

events database for festivals and events.  
Using the ‘Artwrap’ link on the artslink web 
site, provides a weekly guide of what is hap-
pening on the arts scene nationally.

http://travelmax.statravel.co.uk/sisp/index.
htm proved to be a really good web site, 
with information on loads of festivals and 
events.  By first clicking on the ‘Events’ tab, 
then selecting the country and limiting by 
dates you will be able to search for informa-
tion on events for a particular month or 
even the whole year.  You can even search by 
city.  Clicking on the particular event link will 
provide more information about the event.  
On this web site, which is a United Kingdom 
web site, I discovered festivals that I have 
never even heard about previously.  This web 
site is really worth a visit.

www.capewestcoast.org is another useful 
web site.  If you use the ‘Towns’ link, you 
will be able to search for events in each of 
the towns in the region, as well as obtain 
information about the towns, accommo-
dation, places of interest, et cetera.  For 
example, when I chose ‘Darling’, I found a 
link to the ‘Hello Darling Festival month’ and 
the ‘Voorkamerfest’ which takes place in the 
town during September.  It was also a useful 
site to find out about wild flower shows in 
the various towns.

Anyone who has stayed in a guest house 
will have seen the tourism booklets, which 
provide information about towns, accom-
modation and things to do and see in the 
area.  This information is also available online 
at www.sacape.co.za.  There are links to ‘Cape 
Town & Surrounds’, ‘Cape Winelands’ and 
‘Garden Route & Klein Karoo’.  Choose the 
region, and then select a town - you will 
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usually find links to an events calendar for 
the town or to the tourism site for the town.

www.sa-venues.com/westcape.htm has 
a ‘Cape Town Annual Events’ link, which 
provides a calendar of events taking place 
throughout the province during the year.  
Not all the events have links, but I did find 
links to the Hermanus Whale Festival and 
Rittelfees in Vredendal.

Of course the latest jewel in the Cape 
Town crown is the Cape Town Interna-
tional Convention Centre (CTICC).  You can 
access their website at www.capetownconven-
tion.com where you can search by month 
for all the events being hosted in this centre.  
Past events include the Design Indaba Expo 
in February, the Cape Town International Jazz 
Festival in March, the Cape Times Getaway 
Show in April, the Good Food and Wine 
Show and Hobby-X in June.  Future events 
for this year include The Learning Cape 
Festival in August, SARCDA - Cape Gift, 
Toy and Décor Trade Fair, WineX and Cape 
Homemakers Expo in September.

The following web sites that provide 
information on festivals and events might be 
of interest.

Arts and culture
Klein Karoo Nasionale Kunstefees is held 
annually in Oudtshoorn during the Easter 
school vacation.  The festival offers all sorts 
of activities, from plays and music events, to 
art and craft stalls.  Applications for partici-
pation in the 2006 festival will be available 
from the official website www.kknk.co.za in 
October 2005.  Use the ‘Archive’ link to get 
information on the history of the festival, 
awards and the photo gallery of past festi-
vals.  The programme for the 2006 festival 
will be available on this site from February 
2006.  

The Cape Town Festival is held in March 
each year.  The main festival district is located 
around the historic Company Gardens, with 
various theatres hosting a range of produc-
tions.  In order to make the festival events 
accessible to all, nearly all the events are free 
and when an entrance fee is charged, it is 
kept as reasonably priced as possible.  The 
official web site can be accessed at www.
capetownfestival.co.za.  The Department of 

Cultural Affairs & Sport helped to sponsor 
this event in 2005.

The Oude Libertas amphitheatre season 
runs from November to March each year.  
The programme for the 2005/2006 season 
should be available on their web site, www.
oudelibertas.co.za in early November.

The Spier Arts Summer Season, which is 
administered by the Spier Arts Trust, runs 
from December to March each year.  The 
purpose of the Trust is to present cultural 
events to promote and develop emerging 
South African talent.  You can read more 
about the projects initiated by the Trust and 
obtain the programme for the 2005/2006 
Summer Season later in the year on their 
web site www.spierarts.org.za/about.php.

The Kirstenbosch Winter Concert Series 
takes place at the Silvertree Restaurant 
from June to August.  The Summer Concert 
Series takes place from November to April 
each year.  To obtain the programme for the 
concert series access www.nbi.ac.za and click 
on ‘What’s on?’

Food and wine events
Food and wine festivals seem to be very 
popular.  There are so many food and wine 
festivals throughout the province, that it is 
impossible to list them all.  Here is just a 
handful, which you might like to read about 
on the web.  

The Knysna Oyster Festival takes place 
for ten days in July.  The programme includes 
sporting events such as cycling, running, ca-
noeing and sailing, as well as events for those 
preferring activities of a more leisurely type.  
Highlights of the festival include the Pick ‘n 
Pay Rotary Knysna Cycle Tour and the Pick 
‘n Pay Knysna Forest Marathon.  You will find 
all the information that you need at www.
oysterfestival.co.za including links to some of 
the festival events.  

Calitzdorp, regarded as the port capital 
of South Africa, has been hosting the Port 
Festival since 1992.  The festival is held in July 
each year.  Use the www.oudtshoorninfo.com 
web site and under the Information links, 
click on ‘events’ to get a list of the events on 
the region.  If you click on the Calitzdorp 
Port Festival information link, you will be 
able to read about the festival and view the 
festival programme.

In May each year, Prince Albert holds the 

Olive Food and Wine Festival.  Local olive 
producers, as well as those from further 
afield present their olives, olive products and 
oils for sale.  There are exhibitions by artists 
and musical events to suit all tastes.  To read 
about this event, use the web site, www.
patourism.co.za and follow the links.  

If you are a wine lover, then the end of 
July, beginning of August is the time for you 
to visit Stellenbosch for the Stellenbosch 
Wine Festival.  The event caters for all and 
even has a kiddies’ play area to keep the 
little ones entertained while mom and 
dad sample the wines and food on offer.  
There are art exhibitions, wine estate tours, 
museum tours and many other events.  Go 
to www.wineroute.co.za/winefestival.htm and 
download the festival programme.  

I was most intrigued when I discovered 
the following event on the Robertson Events 
Calendar - Wacky Wine Weekend in the 
Robertson Wine Valley.  I just had to find out 
more about this event.  This annual event 
takes place in June each year and includes 
boat cruises, sunset game drives, treasure 
hunts and many other events, which will 
keep the whole family entertained.  Initially 
I had difficulty in finding information about 
the event, but the Robertson Tourism Office 
was extremely helpful, sending me a bro-
chure and CD of the 2005 event.  I found a 
couple of web sites from which I was able to 
obtain a programme of the events and other 
information: www.capetownnews.info/archives/ 
2005/06/wacky_wine_week_1.php and www.
robertsonwinevalley.com/wacky.htm.

It seems that this is not the only food 
and wine-related festival which is held at 
Robertson.  In October they will be hosting 
the Robertson Wine Valley Food and Wine 
Festival.  You will be able to access the pro-
gramme for the festival closer to the time of 
the festival at www.robertsonwinevalley.co.za.

Each year, at the end of April, the South 
African Cheese Festival is held at Bien 
Donné, Franschhoek.  The event showcases 
the largest selection of cheeses under one 
roof.  Chefs prepare delicious dishes and 
one can obtain a picnic basket to eat al 
fresco, while listening to music by local art-
ists.  For information about the festival held 
in April/May this year, go to www.go24.co.za/
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regions/3/9/918/631/1228.  The programme 
for the 2006 festival will be available at www.
cheesefestival.co.za from mid February 2006.

Film festivals
Out in Africa: South African Gay & Les-
bian Film Festival is held in April each year.  
Venues in Cape Town include the V&A 
Waterfront Cinema Nouveau and Ster-Kine-
kor, Cavendish Square, Claremont.  Access 
www.oia.co.za and use the Festival link to ob-
tain the programme schedule, which should 
be available shortly prior to the festival date.

Encounters: 7th South African Interna-
tional Documentary Festival was held in 
Cape Town at the V&A Waterfront during 
July this year.  Thirty-eight South African and 
eighteen international documentaries were 
screened during the festival.  The web site 
www.encounters.co.za provides the screen-
ing schedules, details of the films and other 
interesting information. 

The Cape Town World Cinema Festival, 
held in conjunction with the Sithengi Film 
and TV Market, is held in Cape Town during 
November.  The official Sithengi web site, 
www.sithengi.co.za, states that Sithengi, a 
Section 21 non-profit organisation based in 
Cape Town, was established in 1995 with the 
aim to promote the development of and 
trade in African film and television prod-
ucts; to expose African film and television 
products to the international arena; and to 
provide development and training support 
in the areas of marketing and selling these 
products to potential buyers.  Free public 
screenings are held at the V&A Amphithea-
tre, while screenings at various other venues 
cost between R5 - R10.  The web site con-
tains information regarding screening venues, 
dates and times, as well as a synopsis of the 
films being screened.

Sports events
There are heaps of sporting events organ-
ised in every region of our province and 
they perhaps deserve an article of their own.  
I have just included a few.

Whether your passion is mountain biking, 
cross country running, canoeing, fishing, surf-
ing or something out of the ordinary, there is 
always some event for you to take part in or 

just sit back and let others do the hard work 
while you watch.  

This year, George had a brand new event 
to add to their events calendar.  It is the 
first National Festival of Golf, which took 
place from 11-17 July.  The event is aimed 
at amateur golfers and twelve different golf 
courses will be used.  Professional golfers will 
be available to give tips on how to improve 
your game.  This sounds like just the event 
for those eager amateur golfers and they 
can find the details on the web site www.
golffestival.co.za.

For the mountain biking and cycling en-
thusiasts, there are a number of events.  You 
can try the following web site to find out 
when events are taking place in your area: 
www.raceday.co.za.  You can search by region, 
sporting type and date to obtain an events 
calendar.  If the Cape Argus Pick ‘n Pay Cycle 
Tour is your thing, then you can obtain 
information on the website, www.cycletour.
co.za.  You will also find a link on this site to 
the Tour de Eden cycle race, www.tourdeeden.
co.za which took place from Plettenberg Bay 
to George from 30 August to 5 September 
2005.  

The Red Bull Big Wave Africa surfing con-
test is held annually at Dungeons, Hout Bay 
in June.  Access the web site, www.redbullbwa.
com, to read about this event.

Logon to www.canoesa.org.za/IsuzuBerg/ 
Index.htm to get all the information that you 
need regarding the annual Berg River Canoe 
Marathon, which took place from 13-16 July 
2005.

One unusual event that I just had to add is 
the annual Dragon Boat Race, to be held at 
the V&A Waterfront on 26 November 2005.  
Two wooden dragon boats were presented 
to Cape Town as a gift from our Taiwanese 
sister city in 1992.  Get a calendar of events 
at www.dragonboatcalendar.com/calendar.htm 
or go to www.dragonboat.org.za to read more 
about dragon boat racing in South Africa.  

Eco tourism events
Perhaps the greatest attractions bringing 
visitors to our province, is eco tourism.  
We have an abundance of unique flora in 
our province.  After good rains at the right 
time of the year, Namaqualand puts on a 
floral display of wildflowers that cannot be 
equalled.  

In September 2005, Clanwilliam hosts 
the Clanwilliam Wildflower Show.  The 
ten-day show takes place in the Old Dutch 
Reformed Church, where more than 360 
species of wildflowers are exhibited.  Obtain 
information about this event, as well as 
wildflower routes at www.clanwilliam.info/
info/infoflowers.htm or at www.capewestcoast.
org/Towns/ClanwFrame.htm.

The Caledon Wildflower Show took 
place from 9th to 12th September 2005.  
Caledon boasts the largest variety of species 
in the world.  The show has a section, where 
patrons can touch and smell the flowers.  
Read about this event at www.overberginfo.
com/caledonflowers.  

The Cape coast is regarded as one of the 
best whale watching areas in the world.  

Every year between July and December, 
Hermanus becomes the best land-based 
place to view the Southern Right Whales, 
which come into the bay to mate and calve.  
While the official dates for the Hermanus 
Whale Festival are 23 to 26 September 
2005, the second week, until October, is 
the Children’s Festival, which concentrates 
on activities for children between the ages 
of five to ten.  The festival starts off on the 
22nd with the crowning of the Prince and 
Princess of Whales.  Obtain the programme 
of the festival by going to www.whalefestival.
co.za/option,com_events/Itemid,41/ - click on 
the ‘Whale festival events’ link on the calen-
dar to obtain details of the events.

Each region in our province celebrates the 
great eco-diversity in one way or another, so 
do have a look at the various tourism web 
sites to see what is on offer in your town or 
region.

There are so many festivals and events 
held throughout our province during the 
year that it is impossible to mention them 
all.  I hope that I have made you just a little 
curious.  So if you are feeling a bit bored 
with the same old routine, tired of watching 
television, get surfing on the web and see 
what events are on that might interest you 
and get you off that couch and out into the 
fresh air.
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