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ANNEXURE 5: 
APPLICATION OF BIOREGIONAL PLANNING IN THE PREPARATION OF IDP’S 

AND SDF’S (FROM: BIOREGIONAL PLANNING MANUAL, PGW C, 2003). 
 

Ensure: 
• Compliance with 3 

imperatives of  sustainability
• Alignment with policy/plans
• Spatial designat ion of  

projects
Draft SDF → public participat ion

• Counc il resolut ion to initiate 
SDF process

• Establishment of  mult i-
disciplinary team 

• Initiat ion of  monitoring by 
Minister of Development 
Planning 

• Surveys / compilation:
- Base map
- S. E. A. 
- Other information

Phase 1:
• Delimitat ion of bioregions as 

planning units i. t.o. ecological,  
social & economic criteria 

• Ident if icat ion of bioregional/ 
municipal boundary differences

Problems & issues statement
Stakeholder part icipat ion
Authority mandate

Strategy formulation phase:
• Priorities
• Objectives
• Alignment with overarching & 

lateral polic ies/  plans

To Minister of Devt . Planning:
• Conf irmation i.t.o. Sec 5(6), 

or if not
• Applicat ion of Sec 5(7)-(10)

Goals & objectives statement
→ Stakeholder participat ion
→ Authority mandate

Policies & st rategies statement
→ Stakeholder participat ion
→ Authority mandate

Init ial draft SDF
→ Stakeholder participat ion
→ Authority mandate

Adopt ion of  SDF by Council

Promulgat ion of  SDF

Possible repromulgation when 
amended due to IDP

Phase 2:
• Land-use classification of 

status-quo land usage in 
accordance with:

- Spat ial planning categories
- A system of values and 

environmental ethics
- A phenomenological 

understanding of the 
environment

• Land-use designat ion of 
desirable land usage in 
accordance with: 

- Spatial planning categories
- A system of values and 

environmental ethics
- A phenomenological 

understanding of the 
environment

Phase 3:
Establishment of integrated land 

management units

Phase 4:
Qualitat ive development of the 

human-made environment 
through application of the 

princ iples of critical regionalism

Phase 5:
Establishment of or linkage with 

an appropriate data base & 
management thereof,  and linkage 

with the current  municipal 
st ructure

Phase 6:
Bioregional management:

Guidance, adaptive management, 
measuring and improving 

performance

Annual revis ion

Project identification phase:
• Operational st rategies
• Identificat ion of projects

Integration phase:
• Integrat ion of   SDF and 

sectoral plans into IDP
• Financ ial integrat ion

Approval phase:
• IDP to Counc il
• Adoption by Council 
• To Minister of Local 

Government: 
- Possible ad-hoc 

committee
- Promulgat ion of  IDP
- Implementation
- Repromulgat ion of 

IDP upon review
- Monitoring of 

implementat ion
- Annual revision

Implic it 
c oordination 

between 
Ministers

Analysis phase: 
• Initiat ion of  monitoring by 

Minister of Local Government
• Determination of vision 
• Status quo survey
• Status quo analysis
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