OMP

From: Karien Slabbert <karienslabbert@hotmail.com>

Sent: Friday, 15 May 2026 16:39

To: OMP

Cc: Richard Summers; Stephanie Barnardt

Subject: OPPOSITION TO APPEAL - ERF 26439 ALEXANDRA ROAD, OUDE MOLEN

PRECINCT, PINELANDS

Some people who received this message don't often get email from karienslabbert@hotmail.com. Learn why this is
important

Dear Sir/ Madam

| am objecting as an interested and affected party to formally oppose the appeal lodged
against Heritage Western Cape’s decision to refuse the proposed development on the
abovementioned property.

| support the decision made by Heritage WC Impact Assessment Committee on 18 March
2026 to refuse this application. The committee found that the Heritage Impact
Assessment did not meet the requirements of Section 38(3) of the National Heritage
Resources Act and | believe this decision should remain in place.

Oude Molen Precint is not vacant land.It is a well used, functioning community with
important heritage, environmental, social and economic value. People live there, work
there, run businesses there and many organisations operate from the area, including
schools, Robin Trust etc..

One of my major concerns is the potential displacement of residents, workers,
organisations and businesses that currently call this area home. Development should not
come at the expense of uprooting existing communities and livelihoods.

Any future development should prioritise improving and upgrading what already exists,
incorporating all into the development so as to benefit current stakeholders rather than
replacing them.

| am also concerned about the environmental impact of this development, including the
potential loss of green space, harm to biodiversity, disruption to local ecosystems and
increased pressure on already strained infrastructure and services. This is a well-known
fact within the Pinelands area. The environmental value of the area needs to be protected.

Additionally, there are concerns about increased traffic congestion and whether this
development aligns with the broader needs of the surrounding community.

Oude Molen Precint should be developed responsibly in a way that preserves its heritage
significance, protects the environment, supports current residents and businesses and
avoids unnecessary displacement.

Approving this appeal despite the concerns already identified by Heritage WC could result
in irreversible harm to the heritage, environmental and social fabric of the area.



For these reasons, | respectfully request that the appeal be dismissed and that Heritage
WC original refusal remain in place.

Kind regards
Karien Slabbert

56 Steenbok Close
Pinelands



