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10 April 2025

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF OUDE MOLEN IN OBSERVATORY, CAPE TOWN: AQUATIC ECOLOGIST
COMMENT REGARDING THE PROPOSED STORMWATER MANAGEMENT PLAN

The request for aquatic specialist input regarding the proposed Local Stormwater Management Plan
(SWMP) for the Oude Molen Precinct, dated 12 March 2025, compiled by Lukhozi Consulting
Engineers has reference.

In the SWMP, six bioretention areas and a single enhanced dry swale or bioswale are proposed. It is
indicated that this will suffice to meet the City of Cape Town’s policy and targets (80% total
suspended solids and 45% total phosphorus reduction) for urban stormwater management. The
Enhanced Dry Swale shall be designed to convey up to and including the 50-year return period; and
shall therefore act as both a water quality and water quantity facility. The bioretention areas have
been designed to cater for the Js-year return period storm event only. Bioretention Areas 1 and 6
would discharge downstream into the road network and conveyed via the minor and major
stormwater drainage system while Bioretention Areas 2, 3, 4 and 5 would discharge overland in a
westerly direction onto the Black River floodplain.

An annual (or more regularly as required, particularly before the rainy season) maintenance
schedule has been proposed to ensure that the stormwater drainage and management system
continues to perform optimally.

Given the above, | am satisfied that the stormwater management plan for the site will adequately
mitigate any impacts of stormwater from the site and that no further mitigation measures are
required to address the potential impact on downstream wetland habitats.

With the proposed stormwater management measures in place, there should be no risk of the
proposed works impacting the adjacent floodplain wetlands such that the project would alter the
bed, banks, course or characteristics of the wetlands nor will it impede of divert flow in the
wetlands. No DWS risk assessment or water use authorisation is thus likely to be required in terms of
Section 21(c) and (i) water uses.

Kind regards

Bt N

Antonia Belcher Pr.Sci.Nat (No 005681)

Aquatic Scientist



