
1

OMP

From: Margot Lynn Drake <margotlynndrake@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, 16 December 2025 00:35
To: OMP
Subject: Development at Oude Molen

To whom it may concern:  
 
I am an interested and affected party wrt the proposed development at Oude Molen Eco Village, 
 
My name is Margot Lynn-Drake 
I am part of the Food Garden at Oude Molen, and have 2 allotment spaces there where I grow 
vegetables. 
I have nowhere at home where I can do this, and I have been gardening there since 2015. ie: for the 
last 10 years.  
I usually am there a few times a week. So I have invested hours and hours in the food garden over the 
last 10 years. Growing vegetables, enriching the soil, planting things that encourage and attract 
pollinators and beneficial insects, etc etc. 
 
I have also taken part in various garden activities over the years - workshops that have been run on 
various topics - eg pruning, making and using bokashi for composting etc. 
These workshops are attended by people from all over Cape Town and have been invaluable in terms 
of the knowledge that is shared and implemented. 
 
I have also helped several times with learners from various high schools who have come to Oude 
Molen to do community service and have chosen to help in the garden. 
 
The food garden at Oude Molen is an important role player wrt community vegetable gardens across 
the peninsula. 
Something that should be lauded, encouraged, and preserved especially as the issue of food security 
becomes more urgent. 
 
To develop here and do away with this makes little sense to me. 
 
The garden used to be a landfill/dumping site.  
If you see the garden now, as well as the produce that has come out of it, and continues to come out 
of it, it is has become living, active heritage in the making. 
It has also become a place where many people (not just the gardeners) find peace, breathing space, 
down time.  
 
I don't know how people can not see this.  
If heritage is something that is passed from one gerneration to the next - is what is happening here not 
heritage?  
 
I feel like the garden should be left alone, and allowed to continue as it currently is. And if there is to 
be any intervention it should be to provide more support and resources for this project. 
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On another note - I frequent Oude Molen not just to garden there, but also to shop at the Back Area 
Garden Deli, and sometimes just to go for a walk in an unspoilt small green lung.  
Beautiful huge old trees, open space, chickens running around, horses being walked, sheep in a field, 
a dirt road here and there -  a real sense of the pastoral in the middle of the city.  
A rare and special place that is accessible to all Capetonians. And that is well enjoyed by many many 
people 7 days a week apart from those who already work and or live there. 
 
There is nowhere else in Cape Town like the Eco Village. 
There is also no other shop in Cape Town that comes close to the Back Area Garden Deli. A store that 
has been lovingly built up over the years, and has grown from a limited amount of organic produce 
grown on site, to the invaluable service it provides today. 
 
I would like to see the Oude Molen Eco Village preserved as it is, with the only development taking 
place being the renovation and repair of old buildings that have fallen into quite a bad state of 
disrepair. 
 
Thank you very much for your consideration 
Margot Lynn-Drake 
 


