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15 December 2025
The Chairperson
Heritage Western Cape

Cape Town

Re: Revised Oude Molen Heritage Impact Assessment - HWC Case Number: 21022615SB0330E

| am a tenant at OMEV and would like to endorse the following comment
submissions:

I. The OMEVTA submission

2. The OM Stables submission

3. OCA submission

| think the above submissions have covered all aspects of the argument
adequately. | will simply add the following thoughts:

This process is ultimately about land use. HWC must determine how this land
must be used in terms of its heritage.

It could be argued that The Oude Molen Precinct is possibly the most heritage-
laden piece of land in the country. A heritage of dispossession, incarceration
and segregation has to be considered.

On this piece of land there is an eco-village that has evolved over the last 25
years. It is a bucolic and busy small enterprise hive that is loved by the visiting
public.

This land use is not only attractive to many but also seems to pay homage to
the past. This is due to it being public land which means the dispossession is
not complete.

This land offers the opportunity to honour and materially redeem, through
creative and collaborative activity, the original act of dispossession.



This land, if managed wisely, could become a center of heritage reconciliation,
healing and creative use of land. This is a chance to create a unique public
asset that would be of great value to Cape Town.

For this to happen OMP needs to remain public land and the landlord must be
told to cease viewing the eco-village as a temporary arrangement.

Or

You could draw lines around tangible heritage buildings. Chop up the rest and
sell to the highest bidder with plans to build large scale and high density.

As stated, HWC must determine how this land must be used in terms of its
heritage.

It does not seem to be a hard decision to me.
From the OMEVTA submission:
4.5 Public Character, Living Heritage and Continuity of Public Benefit

4.5.1 UNESCO Application - In accordance with the principles articulated in the
UNESCO

2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of ICH, the heritage significance of the
Oude Molen—Valkenberg landscape is inseparable from the continuity of use,
function and transmission of knowledge and practice within a shared cultural
space. Across pre-colonial, colonial, institutional and post-1994 periods, the
site has consistently functioned as a public-benefit landscape, supporting
collective activity, service provision and socially embedded practices rather
than exclusive or enclosed use. This enduring public character constitutes an
intangible heritage attribute and forms part of the site’s significance as a living
cultural landscape, where meaning is generated through ongoing use, access
and custodianship rather than through built fabric alone

4.5.2 NAHRA / SAHRA - Consistent with the NHRA and SAHRA guidance on
cultural landscapes, a clear distinction must be drawn between reversible
occupation of public land that sustains public benefit and irreversible



alienation through subdivision, sale or exclusive privatisation as per the
current WCG redevelopment application. The current tenant communities
represented by OMEVTA do not assert ownership nor seek permanent control
of the land; their presence reflects a custodial model that enables the
continued practice, transmission and care of living heritage within a publicly
oriented landscape. By contrast, the permanent or piecemeal privatisation of
the site would result in the loss of public access, shared custodianship and
continuity of cultural practice, thereby constituting a fundamental and
irreversible heritage impact. Such alienation directly undermines the living
heritage values of the site and must therefore be assessed as a high-order
impact within the HIA, beyond considerations of architectural mitigation or
adaptive reuse alone.

4.5.3 Procedural Implications for Heritage Assessment and Decision-Making —
In keeping with UNESCQ’s precautionary approach to living heritage and
SAHRA’s requirements for the assessment of cultural landscapes under the
NHRA, any proposal that would fundamentally alter the public character or
governance of the Oude Molen-Valkenberg landscape must be assessed not
only in terms of physical change but also in terms of loss of continuity, access
and inter-generational transmission of living heritage practices. Decisions that
pre-emptively convert public land into private property or exclusive
development parcels risk foreclosing heritage outcomes before they have been
adequately identified, documented and safequarded. Accordingly, the HIA
process must explicitly consider non-alienating alternatives, heritage-led land
governance models and interim protective measures to ensure that living
heritage values are not irreversibly compromised by administrative or
development-driven actions undertaken in advance of heritage determination.

Thank you
Dan Neser — Co-chair OMEVTA



