Formal Response to the Revised HIA
To be submitted in terms of Section 38(4) of the NHRA

(HWC Case Number: 21022615SB0330E)

by
Bruce & Jeanne Goodall
representatives respectively for WOW-World of Wonder & The Playshed
& as residents of Pinelands,

to the Revised Heritage Impact Assessment Submitted to HWC

Date: 15 December 2025

Submitted to: Heritage Western Cape

Dear members of Heritage Western Cape,

We would hereby like to take the opportunity to formally oppose and question the latest Revised
Heritage Impact Assessment shared on 14" November 2025.

The Friends of Valkenberg was initiated in 1994 and officially established as a trust in 1997, with
the aim of improving conditions for patients at Valkenberg Hospital. A group of volunteers, who
initially sought to establish a vegetable food garden programme for patients, soon realised that
the buildings at Valkenberg (now Oude Molen Eco Village) were being stripped and vandalised,
with plumbing, electrical components, and other infrastructure being removed.

Mr H. McComb, a volunteer involved in the garden project, observed how this public property
was being mismanaged and allowed to deteriorate. Recognising an opportunity to contribute to
the economy, he proposed the creation of a micro-enterprise village. This proposal was
submitted to the Western Cape government, which was initially opposed to the concept but
later came to embrace it.

The government requested Mr McComb to assist in managing the public asset as a micro-
enterprise village, making it one of the first projects in which public property was leased to the
private sector. Gradually, various individuals moved into the vandalised buildings. In the most
severe cases, limited assistance was provided through Mr McComb’s monthly government
stipend; however, tenants were largely required to undertake extensive renovations at their own
expense. This represented a significant leap of faith, particularly as only month-to-month leases
were offered.

I, Bruce Goodall, was among the first individuals to take on this opportunity in 1998, leasing and
renovating a portion of D-Block. At the time, | had just started a small craft business producing



clocks made from recycled vinyl LP records, and the affordability of the space made this
possible. Gradually, the village came alive with like-minded individuals establishing businesses
across a wide range of skills and disciplines. It proved to be an ideal environment for creative
people — peaceful, supportive, and imbued with a sense of calm and healing. In this way, it
became a haven for small start-ups with very limited income, offering both space and
encouragement to grow.

Several years later, my wife opened The Playshed in G-Block. She identified the need for such a
space after we had children and were unable to find a similar indoor play venue in the area.
Initially, the indoor facility was established, featuring a large jungle gym. This was later
complemented by an outdoor play area, including a treehouse built into the large Ficus tree.
Over time, The Playshed has become an important and much-loved space, adding far greater
value to the village and the wider Cape Town community than she had ever anticipated.

Patrons now travel to the village from as far afield as Somerset West, Kommetjie, Mitchells
Plain, and Parklands to visit The Playshed, as well as other attractions such as the horses and
coffee shops. Numerous schools, educares, pre-schools, creches, and playgroups have made
The Playshed their annual outing destination. The Western Cape Education Department (WCED)
requires schools to arrange a compulsory annual outing, and many choose to visit The Playshed
as it represents the most economical option available.

The Playshed has also become a trusted and inclusive safe space for individuals and groups
catering to children with special needs. They return regularly, as the environment is experienced
as welcoming, secure, and supportive.

*Please refer to a few letters of endorsement from various institutions.

Over the years, both personally and through our businesses, we have become a vital part of the
community at Oude Molen Eco Village—supporting fellow villagers and, in turn, being
supported by them. This sense of community, reciprocity, and the importance of a low-density,
semi-rural environment extends well beyond the village’s boundaries into the broader Cape
Town community. With its rich diversity of cultures, skills, and facilities, the village has
organically evolved over nearly 30 years into what it is today, standing as a compelling example
of a community that has grown and developed sustainably.

Although the HIA and Socio-historical Impact Assessment... is of the ...view that the
occupations and businesses of the tenants do not constitute Living Heritage, we would argue
that Oude Molen Eco Village, through its wide social networks that involve thousands of people
accross Cape Town, is far more than a number of businesses and tenants. Rather, itis areal
example of dynamic, evolving aspects of culture. The village embodies the ongoing creation and
continual reshaping of Living Heritage.

According to the HIA, Living Heritage ... is used to refer to the dynamic, evolving aspects of
culture (see point above) that are passed down through generations and highlights the ongoing,
living nature of these traditions, which may be adapted and reinterpreted in the present.

The second part of the above paragraph attempts to confine Living Heritage to aspects from the
past, that are passed down through generations. However, many tenants, myself included, have
had children while at the village, and several of those are now adults and active members of our
community. Although representing only a second generation, these young people, together with
their peers, former pupils of the village’s educational facilities, and many other youths from the



wider community, already experience Oude Molen Eco Village as an integral part of their living
heritage.

The last part of the above paragraph talks of the ongoing, living nature of these traditions, which
may be adapted and reinterpreted in the present. | feel this adaption and reinterpretation
should allow room for acknowledging the creation and establishment of new and previously
unknown aspects of culture. These, as with Oude Molen Eco Village, will be looked at in the
future by generations to come, as Living Heritage.

Surely, the concept of Living Heritage must develop and evolve over time?
Is Oude Molen Eco Village not an example of the dynamic, evolving aspects of culture?

In our modern and forever changing world, heritage should not be restricted by old definitive
structures and concepts. Oude Molen is a perfect example of Living Heritage in the making. It
should be allowed to grow organically and be nurtured to develop along the lines of its current
form. | believe our government should take pride in the village, and in themselves, for allowing it
to evolve into the vibrant, dynamic community it is today.

We find it difficult to accept that, after decades of hard work and the creation of something so
highly valued by the broader Cape Town community, the fate of the village could be decided by
those who are not involved with this dynamic space and fail to recognize its worth. If such a
precedent is allowed, it risks preventing the creation of any new Living Heritage in the future.

If Living Heritage is not allowed to be created and evolve like a living entity, then what is the
purpose of the concept itself?

We, the villagers, are not mere tenants. We are a community that has developed over decades
to what it is today. With many villagers interacting and supporting each other, whether in life,
skills transfer or business, with a complex web of inter-connections that built over many years.

*Please view our diagram, illustrating just some of our connections with fellow villagers.

Furthermore, it must be noted that the villagers have been “holding the space” for the broader
Cape Town community and beyond, providing an alternative environment for all to enjoy. We do
not need another Waterfront, business complex, or excessive housing development here. What
we need is for this place to be preserved for future generations, precisely for the qualities it
currently embodies—openness, peacefulness, healing, public accessibility, education, and the
character of an urban farm. People travel from across Cape Town to experience Oude Molen for
what it offers, and it is these very aspects that constitute the heritage the village holds today.

There are many other developable spaces nearby that are not occupied by an interactive, active
community. Why, then, is the destruction of Oude Molen considered a priority?

Why must a multi-faceted, integrated community—so clearly representative of a modern South
Africa—be demolished?

As demonstrated, | believe the community at Oude Molen Eco Village are far more than mere
tenants. Why, therefore, is there no mention of retaining us or involving us in the proposed
developments?

We believe the initial development proposal deliberately presented an extreme footprint, filling
every available space with buildings. Perhaps the intention was that any subsequent, scaled-
back proposal would appear more acceptable. While this may be a clever, manipulative



approach, it does not change the fact that any development of the type proposed would
irreparably destroy the character and heritage of Oude Molen. Claims that such development
could maintain the village’s feel are misleading—you cannot destroy something in order to
recreate it.

We would also like to pose the question: What is considered “affordable housing”? The
development plans refer to 30% to consist of this. While this might not be a heritage
appropriate question, | am unsure when there would be an appropriate moment in the public
participation process to get answers to this question?

Finally, we wish to remind the compilers of the HIA of the APHP Code of Conduct that outlines
ethical standards for Association of Professional Heritage Practitioners members (APHP) in
South Africa by... upholding public trust in heritage assessment... Key principles include acting
for the public good...

We sincerely believe that destroying Oude Molen Eco Village in its current form would not
uphold public trust in heritage assessment or be acting for the public good. The village has a
mixed cultural significance, that should not be overlooked due to heritage rules and guidelines
of the past. As a rare model of cultural and environmental integration, its significance deserves
recognition and protection for the benefit of future generations.

Kind regards

Bruce & Jeanne Goodall
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9 Chipstead Way
Pinelands, 7405

) 084 872 0559
robyn@giggleandgrow.co.za

PRE-SCHOOL

To Whom It May Concern,

We are writing this letter in strong support of The Playshed and the broader Oude Molen
Village community. Our Pre-School, Giggle and Grow is based in Pinelands and we currently care
for 32 children between the ages of 2 and 5. As an inclusive school, we place great importance on
creating enriching and safe experiences for our little ones.

Over the past 5 years, we have visited The Playshed multiple times, and it has always been a
highlight for both our children and staff. The space is thoughtfully created with young children in
mind—offering imaginative play zones, physical activities, and a warm, welcoming atmosphere. It's
not just a play venue—it's a learning and sensory-rich experience that allows our children to explore,

interact, and grow in a safe, inclusive environment.

Oude Molen Village itself provides a unique, nature-filled setting that feels like a peaceful escape
from the city. Our visits there often include walking around the village, meeting the animals, and
learning more about sustainability and community living—things that are incredibly rare in urban

environments and invaluable to our children's development.

The Playshed, in particular, has played a vital role in offering affordable, meaningful outings that
align with our educational goals. To lose such a space to large-scale development would be deeply
felt—not only by us, but by countless other families and centres that benefit from this incredible
place.

We hope this letter affirms the importance of preserving The Playshed and Oude Molen Village. It

is more than just a venue—it is a community cornerstone.

' Robyn Fleming - Principal W
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www.aubismconnect.org.za

Autism Connect

Old LOFOB Building Strandfontein
Cape Town

01 September 2025

To The Playshed Team,

On behalf of Autism Connect, | would like to extend our heartfelt gratitude for the
opportunity to visit The Playshed and Oude Molen Village.

Our Early Learning Centre , situated in Strandfontein, Mitchell’s Plain, is a non-profit
organisation dedicated to supporting autistic children and young adults. Within our
Early Learning Centre, we currently have 30 children in our group, all of whom have
unique needs and benefit from enriching outings such as these.

We have been fortunate to visit The Playshed for 5 years, and each time has been a
joyful and meaningful experience. What we appreciate most about The Playshed is its
safe, welcoming, and inclusive environment. The space allows our children the freedom
to play, explore, and engage socially in a manner that feels both supportive and fun. The
kindness and patience of your staff have always stood out to us, making every visit a
memorable one.

For our children, the outing to The Playshed and Oude Molen Village meant much more
than just a day of play. It was an opportunity for growth—developing social skills,
building confidence, and enjoying new sensory experiences outside of the classroom.
For our staff and parents, it was equally special to see the children so engaged and
happy, sharing moments of laughter and learning together.

We are deeply appreciative of the role The Playshed plays in creating inclusive spaces
where children of all abilities can feel valued and celebrated. We look forward to many
more visits in the years to come.

With sincere thanks,

Warm regards,

Autism Connect subscribes to the INDEPENDENT CODE OF GOVERNANCE Code
for Non-Profit Organisations in South Africa

N
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ﬂm\ Members: N. Ripepi (Director) D. Michaels (Chairperson), R. Cupido (Vice Chair), Z. Frank
\W Zommunications liaison) J. Philander Project Coordinator) Marline Johnson (Board secretary) Nolene

=
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= Williams (Treasurer)

CIPC NO:2014/078682/08
Address: Camp Road, (Old LOFOB Camp Site), Strandfontein, 7798



B UNLOCKING GREATNESS

www.aubismconnecbt.org.za

Moeneeb Gilbert
Head of Programming
Autism Connect

Autism Connect subscribes to the INDEPENDENT CODE OF GOVERNANCE Code
for Non-Profit Organisations in South Africa

Members: N. Ripepi (Director) D. Michaels (Chairperson), R. Cupido (Vice Chair), Z. Frank
W Zommunications liaison) J. Philander Project Coordinator) Marline Johnson (Board secretary) Nolene
N Williams (Treasurer)

CIPC NO:2014/078682/08
Address: Camp Road, (Old LOFOB Camp Site), Strandfontein, 7798



o Address: Zone 31 $2160 Joe Slovo Nethi Street Langa 7455

he Email Address:athiactivist@gmail.com
= Contact Number:0604537244
ATHI'S DAY CARE

LEARNING AND PLAYING

Date: August 16, 2025
To Whom It May Concern,
Letter of Support for The Playshed and Oude Molen Eco Village

We are writing to express our heartfelt support for The Playshed and the broader Oude Molen
Eco Village in Pinelands, Cape Town, in light of the proposed development that threatens the
unique community and services they provide. As representatives of Athi's Day Care, we have
had the privilege of bringing our children to The Playshed for outings, and we can attest to its
immense value to our community and the children we serve. Our educare, located in Langa,
Cape Town, serves 45 children aged 2-6 years. For the past 2 years, we have made regular
visits to The Playshed, and these outings have become a cherished part of our education
program.

The Playshed is more than just a play park; it is a safe, welcoming, and inclusive space that
sparks joy and creativity in children. The double-story jungle gym, ball pit, and outdoor play
areas provide endless opportunities for physical activity and imaginative play, which are
essential for the development of young children. The serene setting of Oude Molen Village, with
its green spaces, mountain views, and community-driven ethos, enhances the experience,
offering a rare opportunity for children to connect with nature in an urban environment. The
village’s commitment to sustainability, education, and community engagement aligns perfectly
with our values, making it a truly special destination.

For our children, a visit to The Playshed is a highlight of their year. It provides a space where
they can explore freely, build confidence, and create lasting memories. For children with special
needs, the accessible and thoughtfully designed play areas are particularly meaningful, allowing
them to participate fully in activities alongside their peers. For our staff and families, Oude Molen
offers a peaceful retreat where we can relax and connect, whether over a cup of coffee or by
exploring the village’s other offerings, such as the food gardens and small businesses.



9‘,}‘ Address: Zone 31 $2160 Joe Slovo Nethi Street Langa 7455
7 hg Email Address:athiactivist@gmail.com
w Contact Number:0604537244
ATHI'S DAY CARE

LEARNING AND PLAYING

The Playshed and Oude Molen Eco Village serve a broad community, providing affordable,
accessible, and enriching experiences that are hard to find elsewhere in the city. Losing this
space would deprive countless children, families, and organizations like ours of a vital resource
that fosters joy, learning, and connection.

We strongly urge the authorities to reconsider any plans that would undermine the current
character and contributions of Oude Molen Village. Instead, we advocate for a development
approach that preserves and enhances the existing community, ensuring that places like The
Playshed can continue to thrive and serve future generations.

Thank you for considering our support for The Playshed and Oude Molen Eco Village. We
sincerely hope that the voices of the community will be heard and that this cherished space will
be protected.

Kind regards,

Athi Memani
Day Care Mother
060 453 7244



reach for a dream

19 June 2025

Re: Letter of Support for The Playshed and Oude Molen Village

On behalf of the Reach For A Dream Foundation, we would like to extend our heartfelt
endorsement and unwavering support for The Playshed, and the wider Oude Molen
Village, as treasured spaces of play, community, and healing for the children and
families we serve.

As a non-profit organisation working with children facing life-threatening illnesses, we
are constantly seeking safe, welcoming, and joyful environments where our young
dreamers can momentarily escape the clinical and emotional burden of their
conditions. The Playshed has been exactly that—a haven where children can simply be
children.

Over the years, we have had the privilege of bringing many of our Dreamers and their
siblings to The Playshed for special dream fulfilments. The warmth of the staff, the
thoughtfully designed play spaces, and the calming, nature-filled surroundings of Oude
Molen Village have made each visit unforgettable. These experiences allow our
children, many of whom are navigating harsh medical realities, to laugh, explore, and
interact freely in an inclusive and supportive setting.

The significance of places like The Playshed cannot be overstated. For our children, a
visit here is often a rare opportunity to feel “normal”—to run, climb, giggle, and just be.
Itis also a deeply meaningful time for families to connect, bond, and create joyful
memories away from hospital walls.

Their support has enhanced the emotional wellbeing of our dreamers and families,
showing them that they are seen, and their dreams DO matter, despite their
circumstances.

Itis with our sincere gratitude to all who have played a positive role in bringing love, light
and generosity to our Reach For A Dream community

Heidi Rowley

Regional Manager
Tel: (021) 555-3013
heidi@reachforadream.org.za

() 011 880 1740
info@reachforadream.org.za
www.reachforadream.org.za
PO Box 1570, Cresta, 2118
Reg No. 1991/006185/08

NPO 004-109 PBO 18/11/13/1483

Directors:

Peter Moyanga Chairman

Julia Sotirianakos CEO

Lance Williams Vice Chairman and
Treasurer

Board Members:
Itumeleng Mothibeli
Prof. Gita Naidu
Jason Schmulian
Heidi Brauer

Gerry Thomas

In Cherished Memory of:
The Late Brian Miller
The Late Owen Parnel



DATE: 21/06/2025
FROM: Malba Minds Child Daycare, Rondebosch East

RE: Support for The Playshed and Oude Molen Eco Village

To whom it may concern,

This is Maghdie Mallick of Malba Minds Child Daycare situated in Rondebosch East.

We note, with concern, a recent article in the Cape {town} Etc. newsletter, of the Western Cape
Department of Infrastructure's proposal to develop social housing and mixed-use facilities in
the Oude Molen Eco Village.

If this leads to the closure or relocation of the Playshed, a facility which we and many others find
S0 enjoyable, affordable and ideally situated in close proximity to many ECD's like ourselves,
also the Robin Hood Trust facility, the coffee shop and the Waldorf school which we have
supported or had family and friends visiting, recuperating or schooling there, would be a
travesty and we would vehemently oppose it.

Please tell us that you and the other businesses at the Oude Molen Eco Village shares our
concerns and are opposing it.

Many thanks.

Regards
Maghdie
maghdie.mallick@gmail.com

083 959 0595



("uonejussa.daui jeuosiad ino S| pue SUOIOBUUOD 8] JO BUIOS AJUO i 8Say] ‘9jou 9Sed|d)
‘wiy wouly sjeusiew bulues|o seseyound

os|e paysAe|d ay] ‘|jood ay) 0} s|eusyew Bujues|o salddns Ajos1omod woly suy -
‘abe||IA 8y} ul sasldiajua snoleA Joj 918 Juswdojonap

8)ISgam Ym pajsisse sey d pue abpoliaAly ayj je s|eloos Auew pey aAey ap\ -
‘UOIOUN} |OOYDS B IO} WY WOy

sdoid pasn os|e aAey | "SJO0YS SIAOW J0} AN\OA WO} YO0IS U0 SMEIP USLO SBeY MIIY -
‘uaJp|iyopuelb Jiayy 4oy a1ay) saied

pey uaAa aAeY awWoS "payshe|d 9y WIo) youn| SI9pJo UdYO ISNI] UIqoy Wol) yeys ay] -
"Jay wouy 8onpoud aseyoind osje ap) 018 Olel] JO Ysnd 8y} Woly paAoWal pue |njaoead
s1 )1 se ‘aoe|d a)unoA.) sUos Aw si}| |9 Baly Yoeg ay] }e Jes uayo Ajiwe) e se apA -
‘way} 0} Bulyjolo SS99Xa SB}BUOP USYO 8y pue ‘wiy

wol} spoob puey puodas aseyoind os|e yeis payshe|d ayl ‘abejia ay) punole sjoafoid
UpMm Jsisse sulajul sey pue Aeinbal paysAe|d sy} wolj 8)eo Jolied siaplo UOSpnH -

'0)@ s)sod ubis

‘syoel Jool ‘soqazeb yum pMMOM Pailsisse os|e sey aH ‘paysAe|d 8y Jo} syoafoid Jayjo
uo paylom sey pue skoy payshe|d ayl jo Auew paltiedas sey doysyiom O wouy ueq -
‘paysAe|d syl wouj youn| }86 0} Saw0d uslyo JOP|EAA BleS) woly je)s Buiyoes) ay] -
‘paysAe|d ay] 1e sajeb Asiep ay) si

‘alnyea) auQ ‘MOM Pue paysAe|d ay} Joy sjoafosd Buipjam Auew uo payiom sey AlusH -
‘soyew ay sied Ao} uspoom siy aseyoind osje

| "lood ay} je syoafoid uapieb yum isisse pue ‘ysodwod yum sn paiddns sey aosuaime] -
‘Aep ay)

10} paysAe|d ay] pue sasioy ayj 0} Buino ue auiquiod sjuallo Ino jo Auepy "sajgels ay}
e Buipu @sloy auop sey uaip|iyd Ino pue ‘paysAe|d 8y} 0} sauo aj}| siy sbulg aipuay -
719430 yoea jjoddns am MOH

S37gVLS WO
sal||y/ 24pua)]

1S3N
SH31SO0Y

e

dOHSHIOM
WO
ueqg

0IaNLS AY3110d
puouLO epuIeg

SEIES)

pue sjonpoid apewpuey Jno 8seomoys o} M\\OM @Y} 18A0 abpoj ay} wody sysanb jybnouq
US)O UYO[ '3 USJ9H "UO Sem aL}s IXe} 8y} uaym ‘asnoyiybi ay] je pakess yeis AN\ -
‘20110

pue uayoyy e no Bunyy "al- paysAe|d ay Joj sjoafoid Ajuadied Auew auop sey ||lomxe -
‘paysAheld

ay] e sjoafoid gnpo yelto Aepijoy uo payiom sey Jayybnep JoH ‘MMOM 10} sioejiue

awos Buuly ul pajsisse os|e sey ays “epuljag je saiued Aiapod pey sey ualpjiyo InQ -
‘ainjuiny anbiue Buuoysal pue uayoyy e Buijeaouas pue spieogdnd wosnd

0} ‘spuejs Ae|dsip Buipjing wouy ‘sn 1oy sjoafold Auadied Jo Jo| e duop sey JoAdl] -

‘9n1| uaym Jayjaboy Aejd 0} pasn os|e 1sap|e JNO pue uaip|iyd JoH * ‘s|eusjew

pajoAoal woly sbegpuey 4o} uoionpold pue JuawdojaAsp onpold yym pajsisse aule| -
‘payshe|d ay] o}

sasse|o Jay 4o} sbuno sey ewey| pue [00YdS-ald ILIOSBIUOIA dY} O} JUSM UBIP|IYD INQ -
‘ualp|iyo Jajjews Joy sbuino dnolb uo payshe|d

a2yl yum ajeloqe||oo os|e A||@y "uapieb ayj ul joid e uo iay)abo) paylom os|e app ‘uapleb
UINOA 8y} wuojsuel} 0} ‘(d1y ednQ) ouuor pajsisse ‘4a)sis Aw Jo djay ay) yum ‘Ajjay -

"lood 8y} 18 SHIOM JewQ ‘Uos SIH ‘MOU sieaA Auew Joj dlUBYDISW JNO Uda( Sey JewQ -
‘puny abe|jiA 8y} yum xoo|g-g ayy buneaoual

uo Jayiabo} paylom Ajjuadal aney am pue doys s,yior poddns ap) “Jeyybnep Jno woly
Jede Aep auo ulog sem UOS JBYJO0 SIY pUB ‘}Sap|d JNO YIM Spually poob s| uos auo s,yiar -
*99)JIWW09 3y} uo Jay}abo) anlas pue paysAe|d ayl e Buiqunid 1o} Ajig pasn aAey |
‘MOU +(Q¢ aJe yjog o))l a1om Aay} uaym uos Ino yum paked (uos seouag) emqid Ajg -
1sed ay} ul amqiq auamg Aq paonpoud sainjonuls josiew Auew pey aaey ap\ -

‘abe||In ay) 4o} sjoaloid Auew uo Jayjabo) payJom aAey apn ||lemdle) duyew siayybnep

1no je Ajjuaoal pue ‘obe sieah zz Buippam ino je Jjaydesbojoyd Jno sem s}e0y eigaq -
119Yj0 yoea poddns oam MOH

ssalsweas J1INS
ynws sure|3

I4HOS3LNONW
Aslybo ewney

© ATOSHIMOd
s

HEeM PA r'd

- 39A0TH3AIN

HINHOM
IV.LIN
(dId) emaig susmz

HIHAVEOOLOHd
sjeoy eigaq

AJlunwiwo) abe[|iA [Ea] € JO Jaed pue pajdauuod aJie [[epoo5 auuea § 9onig MOY JO uoljejuasaidal o|duWis ¥






