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Dear members of Heritage Western Cape, 

 

We would hereby like to take the opportunity to formally oppose and question the latest Revised 
Heritage Impact Assessment shared on 14th November 2025.   

 

The Friends of Valkenberg was initiated in 1994 and officially established as a trust in 1997, with 
the aim of improving conditions for patients at Valkenberg Hospital. A group of volunteers, who 
initially sought to establish a vegetable food garden programme for patients, soon realised that 
the buildings at Valkenberg (now Oude Molen Eco Village) were being stripped and vandalised, 
with plumbing, electrical components, and other infrastructure being removed. 

Mr H. McComb, a volunteer involved in the garden project, observed how this public property 
was being mismanaged and allowed to deteriorate. Recognising an opportunity to contribute to 
the economy, he proposed the creation of a micro-enterprise village. This proposal was 
submitted to the Western Cape government, which was initially opposed to the concept but 
later came to embrace it. 

The government requested Mr McComb to assist in managing the public asset as a micro-
enterprise village, making it one of the first projects in which public property was leased to the 
private sector. Gradually, various individuals moved into the vandalised buildings. In the most 
severe cases, limited assistance was provided through Mr McComb’s monthly government 
stipend; however, tenants were largely required to undertake extensive renovations at their own 
expense. This represented a significant leap of faith, particularly as only month-to-month leases 
were offered. 

I, Bruce Goodall, was among the first individuals to take on this opportunity in 1998, leasing and 
renovating a portion of D-Block. At the time, I had just started a small craft business producing 



clocks made from recycled vinyl LP records, and the affordability of the space made this 
possible. Gradually, the village came alive with like-minded individuals establishing businesses 
across a wide range of skills and disciplines. It proved to be an ideal environment for creative 
people — peaceful, supportive, and imbued with a sense of calm and healing. In this way, it 
became a haven for small start-ups with very limited income, offering both space and 
encouragement to grow. 

Several years later, my wife opened The Playshed in G-Block. She identified the need for such a 
space after we had children and were unable to find a similar indoor play venue in the area. 
Initially, the indoor facility was established, featuring a large jungle gym. This was later 
complemented by an outdoor play area, including a treehouse built into the large Ficus tree. 
Over time, The Playshed has become an important and much-loved space, adding far greater 
value to the village and the wider Cape Town community than she had ever anticipated. 

Patrons now travel to the village from as far afield as Somerset West, Kommetjie, Mitchells 
Plain, and Parklands to visit The Playshed, as well as other attractions such as the horses and 
coffee shops. Numerous schools, educares, pre-schools, crèches, and playgroups have made 
The Playshed their annual outing destination. The Western Cape Education Department (WCED) 
requires schools to arrange a compulsory annual outing, and many choose to visit The Playshed 
as it represents the most economical option available. 

The Playshed has also become a trusted and inclusive safe space for individuals and groups 
catering to children with special needs. They return regularly, as the environment is experienced 
as welcoming, secure, and supportive. 

*Please refer to a few letters of endorsement from various institutions. 

Over the years, both personally and through our businesses, we have become a vital part of the 
community at Oude Molen Eco Village—supporting fellow villagers and, in turn, being 
supported by them. This sense of community, reciprocity, and the importance of a low-density, 
semi-rural environment extends well beyond the village’s boundaries into the broader Cape 
Town community. With its rich diversity of cultures, skills, and facilities, the village has 
organically evolved over nearly 30 years into what it is today, standing as a compelling example 
of a community that has grown and developed sustainably. 

Although the HIA and Socio-historical Impact Assessment … is of the …view that the 
occupations and businesses of the tenants do not constitute Living Heritage, we would argue 
that Oude Molen Eco Village, through its wide social networks that involve thousands of people 
accross Cape Town, is far more than a number of businesses and tenants.  Rather, it is a real 
example of dynamic, evolving aspects of culture. The village embodies the ongoing creation and 
continual reshaping of Living Heritage. 

According to the HIA, Living Heritage … is used to refer to the dynamic, evolving aspects of 
culture (see point above) that are passed down through generations and highlights the ongoing, 
living nature of these traditions, which may be adapted and reinterpreted in the present.  

The second part of the above paragraph attempts to confine Living Heritage to aspects from the 
past, that are passed down through generations. However, many tenants, myself included, have 
had children while at the village, and several of those are now adults and active members of our 
community. Although representing only a second generation, these young people, together with 
their peers, former pupils of the village’s educational facilities, and many other youths from the 



wider community, already experience Oude Molen Eco Village as an integral part of their living 
heritage. 

The last part of the above paragraph talks of the ongoing, living nature of these traditions, which 
may be adapted and reinterpreted in the present.  I feel this adaption and reinterpretation 
should allow room for acknowledging the creation and establishment of new and previously 
unknown aspects of culture. These, as with Oude Molen Eco Village, will be looked at in the 
future by generations to come, as Living Heritage. 

Surely, the concept of Living Heritage must develop and evolve over time? 

Is Oude Molen Eco Village not an example of the dynamic, evolving aspects of culture? 

In our modern and forever changing world, heritage should not be restricted by old definitive 
structures and concepts.  Oude Molen is a perfect example of Living Heritage in the making. It 
should be allowed to grow organically and be nurtured to develop along the lines of its current 
form. I believe our government should take pride in the village, and in themselves, for allowing it 
to evolve into the vibrant, dynamic community it is today. 

We find it difficult to accept that, after decades of hard work and the creation of something so 
highly valued by the broader Cape Town community, the fate of the village could be decided by 
those who are not involved with this dynamic space and fail to recognize its worth. If such a 
precedent is allowed, it risks preventing the creation of any new Living Heritage in the future. 

If Living Heritage is not allowed to be created and evolve like a living entity, then what is the 
purpose of the concept itself? 

We, the villagers, are not mere tenants. We are a community that has developed over decades 
to what it is today. With many villagers interacting and supporting each other, whether in life, 
skills transfer or business, with a complex web of inter-connections that built over many years.   

*Please view our diagram, illustrating just some of our connections with fellow villagers. 

Furthermore, it must be noted that the villagers have been “holding the space” for the broader 
Cape Town community and beyond, providing an alternative environment for all to enjoy. We do 
not need another Waterfront, business complex, or excessive housing development here. What 
we need is for this place to be preserved for future generations, precisely for the qualities it 
currently embodies—openness, peacefulness, healing, public accessibility, education, and the 
character of an urban farm. People travel from across Cape Town to experience Oude Molen for 
what it offers, and it is these very aspects that constitute the heritage the village holds today. 

There are many other developable spaces nearby that are not occupied by an interactive, active 
community.  Why, then, is the destruction of Oude Molen considered a priority? 

Why must a multi-faceted, integrated community—so clearly representative of a modern South 
Africa—be demolished? 

As demonstrated, I believe the community at Oude Molen Eco Village are far more than mere 
tenants. Why, therefore, is there no mention of retaining us or involving us in the proposed 
developments? 

We believe the initial development proposal deliberately presented an extreme footprint, filling 
every available space with buildings. Perhaps the intention was that any subsequent, scaled-
back proposal would appear more acceptable. While this may be a clever, manipulative 



approach, it does not change the fact that any development of the type proposed would 
irreparably destroy the character and heritage of Oude Molen. Claims that such development 
could maintain the village’s feel are misleading—you cannot destroy something in order to 
recreate it. 

We would also like to pose the question:  What is considered “affordable housing”?  The 
development plans refer to 30% to consist of this.  While this might not be a heritage 
appropriate question, I am unsure when there would be an appropriate moment in the public 
participation process to get answers to this question? 

Finally, we wish to remind the compilers of the HIA of the APHP Code of Conduct that outlines 
ethical standards for Association of Professional Heritage Practitioners members (APHP) in 
South Africa by… upholding public trust in heritage assessment... Key principles include acting 
for the public good…  

We sincerely believe that destroying Oude Molen Eco Village in its current form would not 
uphold public trust in heritage assessment or be acting for the public good. The village has a 
mixed cultural significance, that should not be overlooked due to heritage rules and guidelines 
of the past. As a rare model of cultural and environmental integration, its significance deserves 
recognition and protection for the benefit of future generations. 

Kind regards 

Bruce & Jeanne Goodall 

 

 



 

 

 





 

 

 

 



 



 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 


