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RE: Revised Heritage Impact Assessment for the Oude Molen Precinct 
 
SAFEGUARDING OF THE INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE AT OUDE MOLEN ECO 
VILLAGE.  
 
This submission is presented for consideration against the proposed development application of the 
Department of Infrastructure Western Cape Government, taking into account, the importance of the 
preservation of the intangible cultural heritage of Oude Molen Eco Village in the Western Cape. 
 
 The Intangible cultural living heritage, as a mainspring of cultural diversity and a guarantee of 
sustainable development, as underscored in the UNESCO Recommendation on the Safeguarding of 
Traditional Culture and Folklore of 1989, in the UNESCO Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity of 
2001, and in the Istanbul Declaration of 2002 adopted by the Third Round Table of Ministers of Culture.  
 
I submit this consideration in view of the application by the Department of Infrastructure to be granted 
heritage approval for a proposed building application and in view of the developments and new by-laws 
passed by COCT in regard to densification of suburbs taking place in the Western Cape. 

BACKGROUND: 
 
On 24 January 2025, South Africa deposited its instrument of ratification of the Convention for the 
Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage with the Director-General. In accordance with the terms 
of its Article 34, the aforementioned Convention will enter into force with respect to South Africa three 
months after the date of the deposit of its instrument, that is to say on 24 April 2025. 
Recognizing that the processes of globalization and social transformation, alongside the conditions they 
create for renewed dialogue among communities, also gives rise to, the phenomenon of intolerance, to 
grave threats of deterioration, disappearance and destruction of the intangible cultural heritage.  In 
particular, owing to a lack of resources, for safeguarding such heritage of communities in the past and 
now in the present in several suburbs and areas. 
 



Importance of Oude Molen Eco Village as an open to the public spaces IN VIEW OF THE ABOVE. 
 
OUDE MOLEN PROVIDES THE FOLLOWING TO THE PUBLIC OF THE WESTERN CAPE  
Support of local economies by providing a space for: 
Localised markets, shops and craftsmen workshops 
Training facilities for the unemployed 
Rest and relaxation facilities lowering stress levels 
Improve public health and care facilities for the elderly 
Cultural expression and preservation opportunities of the First Nations People 
Encourages and receives people to be volunteers  
Tourism Venue for locals and international visitors 
Entertainment Venue 
Various services to the Public and a venue for upcoming artists and musicians  
 
The enormous opportunities, contributions and services provided are reflected in the Businesses and 
entities listed below for due consideration for protection as it has not only served the public but 
served the public in a unique and socially uplifting way that in an environment that lowers overall 
stress levels and thereby contribute to the overall well-being of the public in Cape Town.  
 
The Millstone House, currently under restoration, is well documented and a very valuable architectural 
site as it holds great historical and cultural significance, especially for the Khoi and San Heritage as well 
as the Zulu nation and according to oral history, the Malays, Portuguese and local farmers all 
disembarked on the shores of the black River adjacent to Oude Molen. Stones and other Milling flour 
artifacts and structures are found on site and with excavations and digging more will possibly be found. 
 
The Oude Molen Stables and Horse rides for the public and first-time horse ride experiences with some 
seeing live chicken for the first time in the lives. Numerous people who, visit the stables, share 
generational experiences and memories and would love to continue the use of the services for their 
future generations. In January 2000, Oude Molen Stables riding school started as an added attraction to 
the farm. This was an opportunity for families to bring their children to an environmentally aware and 
friendly area, where ponies and horses were available for a range of activities as outlined below: 
 
Animal welfare: The stables operate as a sanctuary, rescuing, rehabilitating, and providing a home for 
horses that have been abused or are in bad condition.  
Community and therapy: The stables cater to a diverse range of people from all walks of life, using the 
open space and the horses for healing and therapeutic programs.  
Education: The stables offer riding lessons and programs, continuing the historical land use while 
educating the community on horse care and riding. African Horse Co evolved out of the Oude Molen 
Farm Project. https://www.africanhorseco.com/history.php 
Oude Molen Farm was the perfect place to bring the history of the horse back into focus. Here horses 
are used to plough the land and a horse drawn wagon delivers vegetables into the suburb. 
 
The OM Food Garden, run by Kelly is visited by Schools, universities and research Programs. 
Many Schools in the area send the grades 10 to 12 to volunteer in Oude Molen in order to teach the 
learners the importance of ecosystems, the source of food other than the supermarkets and many of the 
pupils get to experience working in the stables, compost making business and building projects. 
 



Robin Trust is a non- profit sub-acute rehabilitation facility and a home-based care college, where many 
bade farewell to their parents and grandparents.  
 
Gaia Waldorf, has 5 generations of memories and experiences constantly revisted and beloved by past 
pupils is a primary school that is world renowned and Oude Molen represents the ethos and cultural 
values they teach their pupils A testament to its diversity is that Gaia was hailed as the most diverse 
Waldorf School in South Africa (teachers conference 2019). 
 
Montessori School, pupils since 2015 At Pinelands Montessori, every child is treated with respect and 
offered individual guidance in a stimulating environment. We provide an environment free of judgment, 
discrimination, and prejudice conducive to learning. Always placing our students’ best interests first. 
 
The Yes We Can Sport & Jazz Foundation, NPC, a not-for-profit entity established By Rod Solomons for 
the empowering of youth through sports and cultural initiatives, particularly in jazz. Programs include 
sports activities, sports sessions for children aged 10 to 16,  jazz sessions that feature local talent with 
and annual Oude Molen Eco-Village Jazz Festival and music events in addition, monthly food and craft 
markets fostering a vibrant cultural scene while promoting social engagement and development within 
the community. 
There is also an organic herb and vegetable garden that has a healthy partnership with UCT Food 
Connect and projects are undertaken to promote sustainable living by empowering young people, 
particularly from disadvantaged backgrounds. It makes its space available to host events in order to raise 
funds for good causes or for members of the broader community to host community or family functions. 
 
Oom Daan Se Plaas is a recreation facility, for all types of functions and activities that has invariably 
produced fond and unforgettable memories year after year. The proximity of the venue and the ease of 
access while feeling like it is traveling to a farm in the rural areas makes this an essential service to 
underprivileged communities who have established a culture of visiting Oom Daan se plaas 
The funds generated are also applied to projects on the OMEV, like roads and trimming of the trees and 
general maintenance that improves safety. 
 
Millstone Coffee Shop with an actual historically significant millstone in its court yard has been a Coffee 
Shop for over 30 years and currently the venue for hosting birthday parties, flea markets, religious 
gatherings and making the space available for outreach programs and an outlet for local homemade 
cultural and traditional products like pies, samoosas, bollas, and koesisters all supplied by the AUNTIES. 
This is a unique space that promotes and encourages families and friends to establish localized business 
showcasing and preserving indigenous Cape Malay culture and traditions. The space is fast becoming a 
choice for small weddings, celebrations and family reunions. 
 
Play Shed is a kiddies play areas for children under the age of ten within easy reach of all communities of 
Cape Town and set in a friendly safe environment.  
 
Back-Area-Garden Deli, started in 2009 by Margot Neser and her trusty assistant David Koko & Bandile. 
are organic vegetable micro-farmers that offer fresh, organic food to the suburbs as conveniently as 
possible. The vegetables and herbs are grown organically and some sourced from small independent 
farmers from around the Western Cape. This ranges from organic dairy products, flour, free range 
poultry, fresh, pasture- reared meats, coffee and teas to a variety of condiments. The capacity to 
produce has increased and they offer seasonal vegetables  throughout the year. Some of the organic 
produce is brought in to afford the opportunity to have a holistic approach to eating organically. 



 
"MASA MARA as stated by the owner, captures the harmony that can exist between the past and the 
present; the traditional and the modern. Designs honour the cultural wear of various African tribes while 
blending these elements with urban active wear, with the aim of introducing traditional values to today’s 
generation, while celebrating their innovation" 
 
Propart Film Production services, Founded in 2010, Prop Art Rentals serves as a vibrant creative hub for 
film, commercials, television, still photography and events. As a comprehensive prop and set dressing 
rental company we boast one of the most extensive collections of original, cleared artwork available for 
hire 
 
Numerous other businesses entities and individual service providers exist and a variety of economic 
activity takes place at Oude Molen Eco Village which serves to promote employment and enhance the 
lives of those who are in need of a safe space. Amongst others we also have  
 
.  
Chameleon Custom  
OMV Workshop 
Lynne Mathhysen Catering  
JetAway Café 
Compost Happens  
MPD Construction  
Access Rigging  
 
The primary example we have in our historical context, is the destruction of the suburb, by the Apartheid 
government, adjacent to the Cape Town City Center, known as District Six, needless to say, was 
devastating for the entire Western Cape Economy. The uprooting of an entire community is not 
quantifiable in economic terms. Guestimates would be adding an insult to the injury already caused. 
 
The number of resources that was employed and the amount of money spent on the forced removals 
and subsequent demolishes could have easily been spent on upgrading the district and rejuvenating the 
area for the people of District Six. The cultural diversity and the value of the artistic, entrepreneurial 
initiatives, social interaction and cohesion, cultural heritage and overall community dynamics and 
economics was all destroyed due to the displacement of the people. The impact of having to travel from 
outlying areas created as slums, impacted on the disposable income of the households and reduced the 
number of hours spent with families.  
 
We now have a similar proposal where parties to, a single entity or company of individuals will benefit 
from the removal of an entire village which has taken 30 years to establish, which will be setting the tone 
of forcibly removing people, destroying the cultural and heritage of the site for so called economic gain, 
when there is economic activity already generated on the site for 30 years sustaining businesses, 
organizations, welfare and social enterprises. 
 
We have to be aware of the universal will and the common concern to safeguard the intangible cultural 
heritage of OMEV, which is vital in understanding the overall impact it will have on the future generations 
who will not be able to benefit from or even visit similar experiences of their parents as a cultural practice 
as outlined below. 
 



Recognizing that communities, in particular indigenous communities, groups and, in some cases, 
individuals, play an important role in the production, safeguarding, maintenance and recreation of the 
intangible cultural heritage, thus helping to enrich cultural diversity and human creativity. The list of the 
various ongoing cultural activities, many of which, have been on site for over 30 years like:  
 
On the site is a Heritage building that is being restored and quite often artifacts related to milling of flour 
is found like Millstones.The site is adjacent to a river and flood plain used currently for Horse rides, walks 
by hospital patients and avid hikers. 
 
Considering that existing international agreements, recommendations and resolutions concerning the 
cultural and natural heritage need to be effectively enriched and supplemented by means of new 
provisions relating to the intangible cultural heritage, 
 
Considering the need to build greater awareness, especially among the younger generations, of the 
importance of the intangible cultural heritage and of its safeguarding, we have an opportunity at OMEV 
to showcase a snippet of the Cape Cultural heritage and history with a living model of the practices at 
Millstone Coffee Shop that serves Cape Malay Cuisine. 
 
Oude Molen Eco Village fulfills all the criteria for the UNESCO statement of Considering the invaluable 
role of the intangible cultural heritage as a factor in bringing human beings closer together and ensuring 
exchange and understanding among them,  
 
(a) to safeguard the intangible cultural heritage; of all the various cultural groups that shared the space 
and use OMEV as a bridge for the cultural divide that should be accelerated through various cultural 
events that can be held by the local government and NGOS 
 
(b) to ensure respect for the intangible cultural heritage of the communities, groups and individuals 
concerned; like the First Nations people, the hospitals and schools at OMEV. 
 
(c) to raise awareness at the local, national and international levels of the importance of the intangible 
cultural heritage, and of ensuring mutual appreciation thereof at the various venues at OMEV 
 
(d) to provide for international cooperation and assistance as Oude Molen has attracted international 
visitors who has done studies especially in Anthropological studies. 
 
In view of the above considerations, it is imperative that a greater and wider participation process is 
undertaken to ensure a fair, just and publicly beneficial development be looked at, in partnership with all 
the stakeholders and public, which is respectful of the intangible cultural heritage at OUDE MOLEN 
presently in existence and as practiced  
 
I trust that my submission will receive the due consideration that may lead to decision to revisit the 
proposed development and to include the people at Oude Molen from the conceptual stages to work 
towards a plan to safeguard the intangible Living and cultural Heritage prevalent at Oude Molen Eco 
village.  
 
Yours truly, 
Faiez Evans  
Co-chairmanOude molen Eco Village 


