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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
Gaia Waldorf School submits this response as a registered Interested and AWected Party with a 
long-standing operational presence on the Oude Molen Precinct. The school has been located 
on the site for approximately 25 years and forms part of a wider network of educational, 
cultural, and community activities that contribute to the precinct's everyday life. 
 
We acknowledge the work undertaken in the Heritage Impact Assessment (HIA), particularly in 
relation to historical context and visual impact. Our comments are oWered to assist in 
strengthening the assessment by reflecting aspects of lived experience that are less visible in 
the current document. 
 
2. SUBSTANTIVE COMMENTS 
 
2.1 Living Heritage and Continuity of Use 
 
Reference: HIA Section 2.2 (pages 3–8) 
 
The HIA concludes that current activities on the site do not constitute Living Heritage in 
statutory terms. While we accept this legal position, we suggest that the assessment could 
more fully acknowledge the social and cultural value of long-standing educational and 
community use as part of the site's recent history. 
 
Gaia Waldorf School now includes second-generation teachers and families, with children of 
former learners attending the school. This reflects intergenerational continuity, knowledge 
transfer, and sustained community attachment to the site over time. These qualities align with 
the UNESCO-referenced concepts cited in the HIA (Section 2.2, page 5–6), even if they do not 
require formal heritage protection. 
 
Request:   
That the revised HIA recognise current educational and community uses as part of the site's 
evolving social history, distinct from but complementary to its earlier institutional past. 



2.2 Intensity of Use and the "Living" Character of the Site 
 
Reference: HIA Section 4.1.1 (pages 24–27) and visual documentation throughout 
 
While the HIA assesses visual character in detail, it underrepresents the intensity of everyday 
human activity across the precinct. The site is used by hundreds of people on a daily to 
monthly basis, including learners, educators, families, staW, and visitors.  
 
Many school families also use the precinct for purposes beyond education, engaging with 
other on-site activities, services, and public spaces as part of everyday life. The photographic 
record in the HIA, while accurate in itself, does not fully convey how active and socially 
animated the site is in daily use. This may unintentionally create an impression of a quieter or 
more static environment than is experienced in practice. 
 
Request:   
That the HIA acknowledge the scale and regularity of current site use as a factor informing 
social significance and lived heritage value. 
 
2.3 Environmental Learning and Biodiversity 
 
Reference: HIA landscape and character analysis (Section 4.1, pages 24–27) 
 
As part of daily educational use, including regular walks around the precinct and activities near 
the horse and chicken areas, learners have observed species such as the Cape Leopard Toad, 
Cape Dwarf Chameleon, and raptors, among others, within and around the school grounds.  
 
These encounters form part of environmental learning and stewardship embedded in everyday 
engagement with the landscape. This direct, experiential connection to local biodiversity 
contributes to the site's educational value and demonstrates active custodianship of the 
natural environment by current users. 
 
Request:   
That the HIA note the role of existing educational activities in fostering awareness of local 
biodiversity and consider how future planning can support this relationship between learning 
and landscape. 
 
2.4 Social Significance and Community Value 
 
Reference: HIA Section 2.2 (page 4) and throughout 
 
The HIA refers to "tenant activities" and "tenant businesses" but does not fully reflect the 
broader public and community value generated through educational, cultural, and therapeutic 
use of the site.  
 
For many users, Oude Molen functions as a place of learning, belonging, and inclusion. Our 
families report regular practices, and use of the site and businesses beyond use of the school. 



This contemporary social significance is relevant to Section 3(3)(g) of the National Heritage 
Resources Act, which recognises heritage value in places with "strong or special association 
with a particular community or cultural group for social, cultural or spiritual reasons." 
 
Request:   
That the revised HIA include a brief assessment of current social use and community 
attachment, including the scale and diversity of users, as part of its heritage evaluation under 
Section 3(3)(g) of the NHRA. 
 
3. CONCLUDING REMARKS 
 
We recognise that change is anticipated for the Oude Molen Precinct. Our intention is to 
ensure that the Heritage Impact Assessment reflects the site as it is currently lived and 
experienced. Recognising the social, educational, and environmental value of existing use will 
support more informed planning and assist future processes in managing change responsibly 
and transparently. 
 
We appreciate the opportunity to contribute to this process and remain available for any 
further consultation. 
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