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From: ELOISE <remember.ello@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, 15 December 2025 22:28
To: OMP
Subject: Supplementary heritage comments – Western Cape Leopard Toad observations
Attachments: Western Cape Leopard Toad observed in garden area at Oude Molen Eco Village, 

September 2025.jpeg; Western cape leopard toad observed in Garden at Block D - 
Sept 2025.jpeg

Dear Oude Molen Precinct Project Office, 

I submit these comments as an Interested and Affected Party in response to the Revised Heritage 
Impact Assessment for the proposed Oude Molen Precinct redevelopment. 

The Oude Molen Precinct represents a rare cultural–natural landscape and one of the last 
remaining green, semi-rural areas within an increasingly dense urban environment. Its open land, 
riverine systems, gardens, and biodiversity form an integral part of its heritage significance and 
should be treated as primary heritage resources rather than residual space for intensification. 

The precinct supports sensitive ecosystems and is known habitat for the Western Cape Leopard 
Toad, an endangered and legally protected species. The presence of this species underscores the 
ecological sensitivity of the site and the importance of maintaining open, permeable landscapes. 
Over-development and increased intensity of use pose indirect but significant risks through 
increased traffic, artificial lighting, hard landscaping, fencing, and habitat fragmentation. These 
impacts are often cumulative and irreversible. 

From a heritage perspective, the degradation of biodiversity, loss of open green space, and disruption 
of ecological function would constitute a negative impact on the cultural–natural landscape of 
Oude Molen. The site’s historic use as a farm and its continued role as a green refuge within the city 
reinforce the need for a conservation-led, landscape-first approach. 

Should any redevelopment proceed, it is submitted that the natural environment be treated as a 
primary heritage consideration. Development intensity should be strictly limited, with priority given to 
protecting biodiversity, ecological connectivity, and the semi-rural character that defines the 
precinct. 

Yours sincerely, 

E de Klerk 
Resident/Tenant 
--  
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