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OMP

From: ELOISE <remember.ello@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, 15 December 2025 20:49
To: OMP
Subject: Objection to Over development

Dear Oude Molen Precinct Project Office, 

I submit the following comments as an Interested and Affected Party in response to the Revised 
Heritage Impact Assessment (HIA) for the proposed redevelopment of the Oude Molen Precinct. 

1. Living Heritage and Active Custodianship 

The Oude Molen Precinct is a complex cultural landscape whose significance extends beyond built 
fabric to include its agricultural, ecological, social, and educational values. Long-term heritage 
conservation at Oude Molen is best achieved through active use, responsible occupation, and 
community-based custodianship, rather than overdevelopment and cultural erasure. 

2. Alignment with the Overall Management Plan 

The aspirations expressed by tenants—namely adaptive reuse, environmental sustainability, public 
access, education, inclusivity, urban agriculture, and participatory governance—are fully aligned 
with the intent and principles of the Oude Molen Precinct Overall Management Plan (OMP). These 
aspirations support the OMP’s objectives of conserving heritage through appropriate use, 
environmental stewardship, and public benefit. 

3. Environmental Sustainability and Landscape Heritage 

The emphasis on sustainability measures such as zero-waste practices, recycling and upcycling, 
renewable technologies, water-wise design, and ecological restoration should be recognised as 
heritage-supportive interventions. These measures contribute directly to the protection of the 
precinct’s riverine systems, open spaces, and agricultural character, and enhance the long-term 
resilience of the site. 

Urban agriculture and landscape-based activities currently taking place on site reflect historic land-
use patterns and reinforce Oude Molen’s identity as a productive, semi-rural landscape as well as a 
place of mental healing.  

4. Rural Character, Sense of Place and Scale 

The rural, farm-like character of Oude Molen is a defining heritage attribute. Tenants and users of the 
precinct have consistently expressed a desire to maintain and strengthen this character through low-
impact, landscape-led interventions and scale-appropriate uses. This approach supports heritage 
conservation by reinforcing the site’s sense of place. 

5. Public Access, Inclusivity and Social Value 
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Oude Molen functions as an inclusive public space that attracts visitors from diverse cultural and 
socio-economic backgrounds. This social value forms an important component of the precinct’s 
intangible heritage significance. Continued public access, education, and community engagement 
should therefore be treated as core heritage considerations. 

6. Governance and Responsible Custodianship 

Proposals for participatory or self-governance should be understood as mechanisms to strengthen 
accountability and stewardship of a public heritage asset. Collaborative governance models are 
widely recognised as contributing positively to the sustainable management of complex, multi-use 
heritage sites. 

7. Conclusion 

In conclusion, the tenants’ vision represents a forward-looking and heritage-sensitive approach that 
integrates adaptive reuse, environmental sustainability, public access, and community stewardship. 
This approach offers a credible and responsible pathway for the long-term conservation and 
activation of the Oude Molen Precinct in accordance with the Overall Management Plan and 
recognised heritage best practice. 

I would like to suggest a collaboration of sorts between the Oude Molen Tenants Association and the 
Oude Molen Precinct Office to discuss the overlapping ideas and potential.  

 

 

Thank you ,  

 

Yours sincerely, 

Eloise de Klerk 
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