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You don't often get email from anna.khlebnikova91@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

Good day,l've been part of the Oude Molen Eco Village Food Garden for over 6 years since 2019. It's
been an amazing journey of being able to grow my own veggies and being part of diverse communities
that form part of the garden, do workshops on seeds, plants, indigenous plants, worm farms and
moreSchool groups from all over Cape Town come here, under Kelly's guidance, to serve the
community as part of the community service that helps these youngsters to grow, while improving
the garden and doing good for society at large, helping to preserve living heritage that makes the
Oude Molen Eco Village.so unique and one-of-a-kind.This garden (Food Garden) heals, uplifts,
unites, inspires. It breathes life into everyone that comes here. It should be protected for the broader
communities for decades to come. The Food Garden and many other gardens in the Village have an
amazing variety of local plants, herbs, flowers, birds, bees, that we humans, part of this community,
form a close relationship with on a daily basis.

During Covi-19, | served as a Community Art Facilitator and taught art to kids from the Village and the
Maitland Garden Village for a year and a half as part of the Butterfly Art Project. The kids would do a
gardening program with Kelly in the garden and then afterwards we will do art in the garden. This was
uplifting, healing for kids whose day-to--day life is challenging and chaotic at times.

My son went to one of the schools in the Oude Molen Garden Village and the nature full, picturesque
setting of the village has helped him and many kids to learn laterally about how the world works, how
life works, how communities work. They would go for walks, do nature studies, go to the river,
observe birds, flowers and experience living heritage first hand thanks to the Oude Molen Eco Village.

| also know many residents who are part of the Oude-Molen Eco Village. The Oude Molen Eco village
sho

uld be preserved as a unique Eco Village in the current context of communities losing their roots,
their place, their voice, their IDENTITY.

Oude Molen Eco Village is a catalyst for growth and sharing of traditions among local communities,
tourists, visitors, bringing people from all walks of life, from different countries, to experience living
heritage full of beautiful nature, animals, horses, chickens, peacocks at its best. Not only is it an
environmental haven, a green lung within the city hosting community gardens, beehives, organic
compost, micro enterprises that make a difference, it also serves as a meeting place where multi-
generational experience, skills, knowledge, wisdom get passed on from one generation to the next
keeping the living heritage alive and preserving it for future generations to come, where people feel
connected to nature, animals, other community members, uplifing others by sharing their knowledge
and skills.



