
I, Claire Fitzgerald, am a resident of Goodwood, I grew up in Pinelands and I have been visiting Oude 

Molen Eco Village daily since 2004. I rely on this space, the animals, the land, the plants and the 

trees for my spiritual and healing practice. I learnt these cultural practices from residents and other 

stakeholders at Oude Molen and have been fortunate to pass them on to many children and adults 

that visit the space. The natural landscape including the horses and trees are essential to this 

learning and experience of being that has been a longstanding tradition amongst indigenous peoples 

of South Africa. The proposed development goes against South Africa’s commitment to preserving 

intangible, tangible and living heritage. 

It is very clear from the Heritage Impact Assessment (HIA) that hardly any fieldwork has been 

conducted at Oude Molen Eco Village. The very rich intangible cultural and natural heritage has not 

adequately been considered. Time walking through the space, chatting to residents, business owners 

and visitors would show that there is an abundance of indigenous knowledge and practices, spiritual 

knowledge and practices (rituals, ceremonies etc), cultural practices and crafts that have not been 

considered. 

The HIA completely neglects the intangible heritage of Oude Molen. This needs further definition, 

assessment, understanding and respect. The HIA claims attention to “marginalised narratives to find 

expression” yet this is not reflected in the proposal. This can only be achieved through meaningful 

engagement with stakeholders within Oude Molen through methods like ethnographic longitudinal 

studies where stakeholders define THEIR HERITAGE as only the communities themselves can define 

what THEIR HERITAGE is. To define someone’s culture or heritage on their behalf is ethnocentric and 

problematic.  

The HIA states: “the proposed development would cause no discernible deterioration to the existing 

views or visual resources” this is categorically false. The existing rustic nature, large old trees are 

essential to the experience of Oude Molen. Residents and visitors alike experience a connection to 

the natural landscape and resident animals, which would be significantly negatively affected by the 

proposed development.  

The cultural horse practices at Oude Molen are totally unique, and passed down through 

generations of residents of Maitland Garden Village, Pinelands and many others. Oude Molen 

Stables offer equitable access to horses, horse therapy and spiritual horse practices to everyone, 

especially marginalised individuals and individuals with special needs. This community and practices 

cannot be placed elsewhere as the community would no longer exist and the living practice would 

be destroyed. These practices are totally unique to the space and community. 

The food garden facilitates sharing of seeds and cuttings of medicinal plants and the sharing of 

indigenous plant spiritual and medicinal practices. I have been taught by many individuals at Oude 

Molen on how to care for, harvest and use these plants for my healing, spiritual and cultural 

practices.  

The Landscape Design Guidelines state: “Protect Culturally Significant Trees: Trees holding specific 

cultural value to the site or surrounding community should be preserved to maintain the historical 

and symbolic significance of the landscape.” – ALL of the trees at Oude Molen have cultural 

significance to residents, business owners and visitors. There are plants that are routinely used for 

medicinal purposes including bulbonella, wilde als, plantain, and aloe.  

The traditions, spiritual and cultural practices at the Oude Molen Eco Village deserve respect and 

acknowledgement. The current assessment falls very short of international standards and the 



guidelines laid out by UNESCO, it is incomplete and totally neglects the intangible heritage at the 

Oude Molen Eco Village. 

I suggest that any future proposals take incredible care to preserve, honour and safeguard the 

traditions, spiritual and cultural practices and intangible heritage of all stakeholders within the Oude 

Molen Eco Village that make it the totally unique and special place that it is.   


