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In making this submission I underscore that we fully support the latest response 
provided by the OMVTA, on same date, to the revised HIA in respect of the above. We 

also remain in full support of the OMVTA response to the initial HIA as submitted on 31 
October 2024 as well as the inputs submitted at the HWC committee meeting during 

May 2025 where this matter was considered. We are also in full support of the 
submission made by the Observatory Civic Association on this revised HIA.  

   

After I left government, having been the Head of Sport & Culture in the Western Cape, 
I started the Yes We Can Sport AND Jazz Foundation,NPC in order to give back to 

society. It is a not-for-profit entity that focuses on empowering youth through sports 
and cultural initiatives, particularly in jazz. Since 2015 it has been located at the 

eclectic Oude Molen Eco-Village which is a green lung on the urban edge of Cape Town. 
It has a wonderful old school type hall area with a rustic grass and treed area outside 

and around it where the Foundation is located and its activities are held. This area we 
have renamed YWC HOUSE-our “Happy Place” where we preserve and showcase our 

heritage. We have improved and renovated the dilapidated area at our own expense, 
which we gladly did.  

 

     
 

The foundation runs/ran various programs, including school holiday sports activities, 
weekly sports sessions for children aged 10 to 16, and monthly jazz events that 

highlight local talent in a rustic setting. Additionally, it organizes/organized community 

events like the annual Oude Molen Eco-Village Jazz Festival; the Cape Town Jazz 
brunch on the morning after the conclusion of the Cape Town International Jazz 

Festival; and relaxing music/social events for citizens to network and be sociable; 
monthly food and craft markets fostering a vibrant cultural scene while promoting 

social engagement; local entrepreneurship; and development within the community. It 
had the Showcasing Jazz Talent on the last Thursday of every month whereby jazz 

talent of the Western Cape were exposed to a broader audience at the Foundation.  

 
Physical Address: YWC House, Oude Molen Eco-  
                                 Village,  Alexandra Road, Pinelands, 
        
Tel No:                     +27 672065837 & +27692839983 
E-mail:                      r.solomons@yeswecansportandjazz.com 
           
Web-address: www.yeswecansportandjazz.com 
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It also has an organic herb and vegetable garden that provides fresh produce to 

citizens and has a healthy partnership with UCT Food Connect and others. We provide 

opportunities for young people and members of society to assist or work in the garden 
to be linked to nature and experience organic gardening. We have the YWC Animal 

Zone so that young people and locals can interact with animals like ducks; chickens; 
guinea pigs; rabbits; birds; and a tortoise. We also sell free-range eggs laid by our 

ducks and chickens.  
 

       
 

The Foundation also does projects to ensure more sustainable living and it empowers 
young people particularly from disadvantaged backgrounds to make their mark in 

society. It makes its space available to host events to raise funds for good causes or 
for members of the broader community to host community or family functions.  

 

                
 

 
The YWC House has over the years been used as a place where indigenous groups (in 

particular Khoisan) have gathered to have cultural meetings and perform cultural 

rituals including slaughtering of an animal or prayers in honor of the ancestors.   
 
South Africa is a melting pot of unique traditions & cultures. Oude Molen Eco Village is situated 
in the heart of Goringhaiqua land on the bank of the Liesbeek river in Cape Town. This place is 

a historical kraal/ homestead that has been identified as  part of our liberation/ cultural 
heritage route by our National Government.  
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It is in line with this that we have developed “The Yes We Can Indigenous Khoi Kraal ” at Our 
Happy Place. In this way we contribute in our small way to "Celebrating, Preserving & 

Showcasing our tangible and intangible Heritage" 
 

       
 

Oude Molen Eco Village is strategically buttressed by both the N1 &N2 highways and about a 
10-minute car drive from either the Cape Town International Airport and the Cape Town CBD. 

With its location on the bank of the Liesbeek River, the Kraal aspires to educate and empower 
future generations on the importance of preserving & celebrating the rich cultural heritage of 
the Cape indigenous community. 

 
The creation of a Khoi Kraal at the YWC House on the Oude Molen Eco-Village, a first in the 

Western Cape, will be a visual treat and a unique indigenous experience for both locals and 
tourists, using local natural sustainable materials to showcase and celebrate our rich cultural 
diversity. 

 

                   
 

The look and feel and aesthetic value will introduce visitors to a unique and exciting precolonial 
ethnic lifestyle. The kraal will be an integrated educational craft, food, heritage & cultural space 

to create a unique "indigenous" experience for both locals and tourists. 
This project is part of our initiative to preserve and showcase the heritage of this area and its 
inhabitants. 

 
The activities that take place at the YWC House plays a crucial role in the sense of community 

that has been developing at Oude Molen Eco Village over the years. There is a serenity and 
sense of occasion that engulfs you once you enter the precinct.  
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This submission is presented, taking into account, the importance of the preservation of the 
intangible cultural heritage of the Western Cape, as a mainspring of cultural diversity and a 

guarantee of sustainable development, as underscored in the UNESCO Recommendation on the 
Safeguarding of Traditional Culture and Folklore of 1989, in the UNESCO Universal Declaration 
on Cultural Diversity of 2001, and in the Istanbul Declaration of 2002 adopted by the Third 

Round Table of Ministers of Culture.  

On 24 January 2025, South Africa deposited with the Director-General its instrument of 
ratification of the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage. In 

accordance with the terms of Article 34, the aforementioned Convention entered into force in  
South Africa three months after the date of the deposit of its instrument, that is to say on 24 

April 2025. 

It is our considered view that if handled wisely we have an opportunity at OMEV to showcase a 
snippet of the true diversity of the rich Cape cultural heritage and environmental and ecological 
richness history with a living model of what is possible to advance development for the 

betterment of future generations whilst embracing living heritage practices that has both a 
societal and economic benefit. In this way we can also build greater awareness, especially 

among the younger generations, of the importance of intangible cultural heritage. This can 
potentially also be a loadstar of how to deal with the demands of development at sensitives 
sites in our country. We submit this response in view of current building developments and new 

by-laws passed by COCT in regard to densification of suburbs taking place in the Western Cape. 
The last mentioned is the topic of much debate in society. We have an opportunity to do 

something unique at this site, let us not squander it. 
 
 

Kind Regards 
 

 
 

 
Adv. Rod Solomons 

Executive Director                                                                                       


