Why the Development of Oude Molen Eco Village Should Not Proceed

Pinelands Montessori Pre-Primary School has been based at Oude Molen Eco Village for the past 10 years.
We are an independent school offering an alternative teaching philosophy rooted in the Montessori
method—a nurturing pedagogy that respects each child’s developmental needs. Montessori education is
intentionally flexible and child-centred, supporting movement, hands-on learning, and purposeful activities
that promote independence and a deep love of learning.

The school was established in 2003 to offer communities such as Goodwood, Maitland, Observatory,
Thornton, Pinelands, and Rosebank a meaningful alternative to mainstream education. Our location at Oude
Molen makes the school accessible and practical for families travelling from both the northern and southern
suburbs, with convenient access to the N1 and M5 highways. For many working parents commuting into
Cape Town, this ease of drop-off and collection is essential.

With government schools in the region experiencing overcrowding and severe shortages of classroom space,
Pinelands Montessori helps fill a crucial gap. We provide learners—particularly those who require smaller
classes and individualised support—with a high-quality educational environment that is increasingly scarce
in the Western Cape. Facilities like ours are not only needed; they are vital.

Children are our future leaders, and the school is their second home. It is where they learn, grow
emotionally, and develop the confidence and skills necessary to become active, responsible members of
society who one day can contribute back to South Africa. Removing access to such a space through
development would be a significant setback, not only to the children currently enrolled, but to future
generations seeking an equitable and nurturing education.

What makes Oude Molen Eco Village exceptional is the environment itself. The estate provides children
with daily exposure to nature—birdlife, horses, sustainable farming, and wetlands that offer real-world
learning experiences. They engage with nature not from a textbook, but from the living landscape around
them. Very few schools in urban areas can offer this richness.

The stunning natural backdrop—including Table Mountain and the expansive green landscape—creates a
tranquil and calming atmosphere that supports children’s emotional and academic wellbeing. Spaces like
Oude Molen Eco Village are increasingly rare in the Western Cape. To develop this land is not only to erase
a unique environmental asset, but also to deprive learners of the peaceful, enriching environment that allows
them to thrive.

Oude Molen Eco Village is a precious space—one of the last of its kind within a suburb so close to the city.
Preserving it is not simply about protecting land; it is about safeguarding educational opportunity,
environmental heritage, and the wellbeing of the children who depend on this space for their learning and
development.
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