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You don't often get email from dara.kell@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

To the Heritage Council of Cape Town,

| wish to formally express my deep dismay and disappointment at the news that Oude Molen Eco
Village is slated for redevelopment. We submit this letter as part of the collective submission of 17
December 2025, in support of the residents, workers, and small businesses who currently make
Oude Molen Eco Village such a rare and vital place in Cape Town.

We regularly visit Oude Molen with our two-and-a-half-year-old son, Ira. It is no exaggeration to
say that the Eco Village is a haven for our family. It is a place of calm and restoration—a space
that nurtures our mental health, our sense of community, and our connection to the natural world.
We feed the horses, visit the chickens, watch the peacocks roam freely, and spend unhurried time
outdoors. For our son, this is not entertainment but education: an embodied experience of farm
life, animals, and ecological balance.

Crucially, Oude Molen makes this kind of life possible for working families. As a working mother, |
value that Oude Molen is just a twelve-minute drive from our home in Observatory. It offers daily
access to nature without requiring long travel, significant expense, or exclusivity. This proximity is
rare—and irreplaceable.

If Oude Molen is redeveloped, if the horses are removed, and if the small local businesses are
displaced, our family—and many others—wiill suffer a profound loss. We actively support the
businesses operating there, including the Deli, which provides much-needed access to affordable
organic produce. The Deli is not merely a shop; it is a social and restorative space where families
can pause, connect, and feel part of something larger than themselves. Our son meets new
friends at The Playshed, a place that offers safe, imaginative play at a cost that remains
accessible to ordinary families.

One of the most important qualities of Oude Molen Eco Village is its affordability and inclusivity.
Unlike many green or leisure spaces in Cape Town, it is not curated for a narrow demographic. It
welcomes a genuinely diverse cross-section of the city—across race, class, age, and background.
This diversity is not incidental; it is foundational to the character and value of the space.

At a time when Cape Town faces increasing inequality, densification, and the erosion of
accessible green spaces, Oude Molen Eco Village stands as a living example of what is possible
when ecological care, small enterprise, heritage, and community are allowed to coexist. Its value
cannot be measured solely in terms of land use or financial return. It is a social, environmental,
and cultural asset to the city.

We urge the City of Cape Town to reconsider this redevelopment, to meaningfully consult with
residents, workers, and users of the space, and to explore alternatives that preserve Oude Molen
Eco Village as a living eco-system—human and non-human alike. Once a place like this is lost, it
cannot be recreated.



We thank you for considering our submission and hope that the City will choose stewardship,
care, and imagination over irreversible loss.

Yours sincerely,
Dara Kell
Observatory, Cape Town

Dara Kell
she / her / hers
Director, Producer

dara.kell@gmail.com | M. +27 (66) 047 1915

New releases:

https://unsettlingforce.com/

https.//www.artofexile.com/

Proud member of New Day Films, a flmmaker-run, social-issue film distribution co-op since 1971.




