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The Director  
Oude Molen Precinct Project Office 
Department of Infrastructure 
Chief Directorate: Economic Development Hub 
Western Cape Government 
Cape Town 
 
Email: OMP@westerncape.gov.za 
Website: https://westerncape.gov.za/tpw/department-of-infrastructure/oude-molen-
precinct-omp  
 
Date: 14 December 2025 
 
RE: OBJECTION ON HERITAGE GROUNDS TO THE OUDE MOLEN PRECINCT 
REDEVELOPMENT PLAN, PORTION OF ERF 26439-RE, the Revised Heritage 
Impact Assessment and Associated Annexures 

Dear Sir / Madam 
 
KROTOASA FOUNDATION a legacy foundation, object to the redevelopment of 
Oude Molen Prescinct, Portion of Erf 26439-RE due to the profound Goringhaicona, 
Goringhaiqua, Gorachouqua indigenous cultural, historical, and environmental 
significance which represent a pivotal landscape of our history, early colonial conflict. 
Incarceration, tangible buildings like the old Mill and Oven to burn indigenous people, 
part of our intanglible stories of struggle, oppression, human rights violations, making 
it vital for preservation and future indigenous people. Therefore, we need to consider 
the following: 

Key Reasons for OMP Heritage Status 

National / Provincial Heritage Resource 

• Oude Molen Prescinct, Portion of Erf 26439-RE is a national heritage 
resource that has been assigned a GRADE II status, indicating its high 
heritage significance. The broader site and the various components are 
subject to regulation under the National Heritage Resource Act 25 of 1999. 
 

o Key Details of the Heritage Listing 
§ Official Name: Oude Molen Precinct (OMP) and the Valkenberg 

Hospital core historical complex are located on the erf. 
§ Grading: The site is graded as GRADE II, which means it is a 

place of provincial heritage significance that warrants 
conservation. It is also identified as GRADE IIIA in some reports, 
falling within an area with extensive, highly graded heritage 
resources. 
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§ Significance: The site has historical, social, associational, 
architectural, aesthetic, and potential archeaological 
significance. Key elements include: 

• The Miller’s House/Oude Molen Hometead, identified as 
the earliest extant historic structure. 

• The open floodplain and the site’s role in the broader Two 
Rivers landscape. 

• Historical use by Khoena groups for grazing and as a 
gathering place of Khoena, Xhosa, Zulu tribes performing 
rituals and ceremonies near the confluence of the 
Liesbeek and Black Rivers. 

 

First Nation Significance 

• This land holds deep connections for the Goringhaicona, Goringhaiqua, 
Gorachouqua, being the site of well documented history of early genocide, 
wars and land dispossesion of which Portion of Erf 26439-RE was the first 
farm taken by Jan Van Riebeeck. 

• The First war was fought and won by the Goringhaicona, Goringhaiqua, 
Gorachouqua in 1510 against the Portogues. 

• This is our ancestoral grounds making OMP crucial for restoring our 
indigenous dignity, culture and hisrory. 

• Portion of Erf 26439 OMP consist of revived Goringhaicona, Goringhaiqua, 
Gorachouqua Kingdom under the leadership of Khoebaha Paramount Chief 
Aran performing rituals, first nation gatherings, diversity of Khoena, Xhosa 
and Zulu Traditional and Royal Kings and Chief performing cultural 
exchanges and combined rituals. 

• Mental Health hospitals at Valkenberg and the Oven was primarily build for 
the torture, enslavement of the indigenous people Goringhaicona, 
Goringhaiqua Gorachouqua. 

• During South Africa’s colonial and apartheid eras Mental Health was used to 
discredit and suppress indigenous cultural beliefs and practices, and to 
omplement systems of control. 

• Mental Healt was further used against indigenous Khoena people to 
marginilize and devaluing of our indigenos African healing system. 

• Misdiagnosis of Cultural Experiences, which involves symptoms like 
hallucinations or specific behaviours, were frequently misclassified as 
psychotic disorders or other pathologies within a Western biomedical 
framework. This pathologizing of deeply spiritual experiences made our 
people to be admitted to mental hospitals hen wpractising their cultural 
identity. 

• The systemic oppression and trauma caused by the colonisers went beyond 
cultural suppression, the torture, dispossion and social changes imposed a 
system which inflicted significant mental health problems that were ignored 
and misattributed by the coloniseers on the Goringhaicona, Goringhaiqua, 
Gorachouqua. 
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Early Colonial History 

• Portion of Erf 26439 OMP was one of the colonial frontier farms, crucial to the 
Free Burger System, and later used for hospitals and rehabilitation centres. 

 

Site of Struggle, & (Genocide) 

•  Portion of Erf 26439 OMP is already recognised as a significant site in South 
Africa’s liberation struggle, it’s now envisioned as a place for healing and 
reconciliation. 

• Remains of King / Khoebaha Gogosoa of the Goringhaicona, Goringhaiqua, 
Gorachouqua people is believed to be buried on the site. 

• Remains of the Zulu King Cetshwayo is believed to be buried on the site. 
• Remains of Chiefs and Koena / Khoi people are believed to be buried on the 

site. 
• We further believe many archaeological material and evidence of burials will 

be discovered on OMP if any excavation would be done.  
 

KROTOASA FOUNDATION object to the redevelopment of Oude Molen Prescinct, 
Portion of Erf 26439-RE Redevelopment Plan and the Revised Heritage Impact 
Assessment and Associated Annexures. 

This plan and the Revised HIA goes against the purpose of Oude Molen Prescinct, 
Portion of Erf 26439-RE as a national heritage resource that has been assigned a GRADE 
II and GRADE 11A status, indicating its high heritage significance. The broader site and the 
various components which are subject to regulation under the National Heritage Resource 
Act 25 of 1999. 

The artificial benefits to the dispossed and marganilised Goringhaicona, Goringhaiqua, 
Gorachouqua indigenous people currently living on the site and performing rituals, 
ceremonies and has living heritage associated to OMP,  holding on the the last tangible land 
heritage of our ancestors and King Khoebaha Gogosa cannot be justified with high density 
housing schemes that will only benefit the rich and none of the indigenous people living on 
Oude Molen Prescinct and the majority unemployed indigenous communities. 

We are hoping to receiving positive feedback on our objection and request a meeting 
with the OMP Office and officials for further clarity on the process and the impact to 
our community living on Oude Molen Precinct. 

Please send correspondence to the following, cell phone 071 944 9166 and or email: 
lendyspires@gmail.com 

Kind Regard 
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Dr Lendy Spires 
Executive Chairperson 
KROTOASA FOUNDATION 
Oude Molen Eco Village, Block 2, Pinelands, Cape Town 
Email: lendyspires@gmail.com  
Cell: 0719449166 
 
 
 

 

mailto:lendyspires@gmail.com

