OMP

From: Lindsay Schaal <lindsay.schaal@gmail.com>

Sent: Sunday, 14 December 2025 19:47

To: OMP

Subject: Objection: Revised HIA — Oude Molen Precinct (ERF 26439-RE)

You don't often get email from lindsay.schaal@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

Dear Sir/ Madam,

| hereby submit a formal objection, on heritage grounds, to the Revised Heritage Impact Assessment
(HIA) for the proposed development of the Oude Molen Precinct (Portion of ERF 26439-RE).

While the revised HIA introduces the concept of intangible (living) heritage, it fails to adequately
identify, assess, or safeguard the existing living heritage systems that define Oude Molen as a place
of cultural and historical significance. Central to this is the equestrian heritage of the site, including
long-established horse keeping, riding, stable management, paddock use, and the intergenerational
transfer of equestrian knowledge that has taken place at Oude Molen for decades.

These equestrian practices are not incidental land uses. They form part of a working rural heritage
landscape, intrinsically linked to the open paddocks, farm buildings, and surrounding wetland and
river systems. High-density, residential-led development is fundamentally incompatible with the
continued presence of horses and the land area required to sustain them, and would result in their
permanent displacement.

In terms of Section 3(2) of the National Heritage Resources Act, 1999, places associated with living
heritage, cultural practices, and knowledge systems constitute heritage resources. The revised HIA
does not meaningfully evaluate the loss of equestrian land, paddocks, movement routes, or
operational viability, nor does it adequately recognise that these practices are site-specific and
cannot be relocated without destroying the heritage itself.

Oude Molen also forms part of a broader open-space and ecological corridor that underpins the
site’s heritage landscape. The existing rural and institutional land uses have historically limited

pressure on sensitive environments; the proposed development intensity would erode both the

ecological and heritage buffer functions of the site.

The revised HIA therefore remains incomplete and procedurally insufficient, as it fails to fully assess
the cumulative impact of the proposed development on living heritage, equestrian practices, and the
broader heritage landscape. Partial retention or symbolic reference does not constitute meaningful
safeguarding.

| further note concerns regarding whether all relevant interested and affected parties have been
adequately informed of, and afforded sufficient opportunity to respond to, the revised HIA. Given the
site’s living heritage communities and wider public interest, any limitations in notification, access to
information, or timeframes materially affect the completeness and reliability of the heritage
assessment, particularly in relation to living and intangible heritage that relies on meaningful
community participation.

For these reasons, | object to the revised HIA in its current form and request that Heritage Western
Cape withhold support for the proposed development and require a substantially revised
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assessment that properly addresses equestrian and other living heritage practices and ensures
compatibility with their continued presence and spatial needs.

Regards,

Lindsay Schaal
083 298 8665



