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OMP

From: Tracy Barclay <tracybarclay04@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, 14 December 2025 18:47
To: OMP
Subject: OBJECTION: Developement of Oude Molen Eco Village

Dear Sir / Madam, 

I write to formally object to the proposed development of the land known as Oude 
Molen Eco-Village. This proposal is deeply concerning and, in my view, 
fundamentally misguided. It would result in the irreversible destruction of a site of 
exceptional living heritage, environmental value, and social importance, with 
long-term harm far outweighing any perceived commercial benefit. 

1. Oude Molen as a Living Heritage Landscape 

Heritage is not limited to physical structures. National and international heritage 
frameworks recognise living and intangible heritage, including: 

 Traditional and indigenous knowledge, including the presence of Khoi-San 
individuals who live on the site and actively share cultural knowledge 

 Social practices and shared community life, such as workshops, markets, seed-
swop initiatives, and gardening education that reconnect people—especially 
children—with sustainable living and food origins 

 Craft skills and artisan knowledge that are actively practiced and shared by 
small businesses on the site 

 Oral histories held by long-term residents who carry collective memory of the 
land 

 Cultural relationships between people, animals, and the natural environment 

Oude Molen is a working, living cultural landscape that has evolved organically 
over more than 25 years. Its heritage value exists precisely because these practices 
continue uninterrupted. 

2. Irreplaceable Heritage Practices in Daily Use 

The Eco-Village supports living heritage activities that cannot simply be relocated or 
recreated elsewhere. 

Equestrian knowledge and human–animal relationships 
Oude Molen is one of the last accessible equestrian spaces within the city, offering 
affordable riding opportunities and daily informal education in horse care and 
horsemanship. Knowledge is passed naturally between grooms, riders, parents, and 
visitors. 
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I have been visiting Oude Molen since 2015 to ride and to spend time with the 
horses. For me—and for many others—this connection to animals and open land has 
been essential for mental and emotional wellbeing. The calm, non-commercial 
environment provides grounding, relief from stress, and a sense of belonging that is 
increasingly rare in urban life. Many regular visitors openly acknowledge that time 
spent at Oude Molen has helped them cope with depression, trauma, and emotional 
distress. 

This healing function is not incidental; it is central to the character of the place and 
cannot be replaced by buildings or formal facilities. 

Community learning and social cohesion 
The site enables informal, intergenerational learning, artisan workshops, youth 
development programmes, urban farming initiatives, and care programmes for the 
elderly and people with dementia. Over decades, a deeply connected, inclusive 
community has formed—one that supports physical, emotional, and social wellbeing. 

3. The Proposed Development Is Fundamentally Harmful 

The proposed commercial development would permanently damage: 

 An established living heritage landscape 
 Community-rooted learning and care systems 
 Long-standing equestrian and agricultural practices 
 Artisan livelihoods and small-scale enterprises 
 Environmental stewardship and biodiversity 
 One of the last remaining accessible green spaces in the area 

Cape Town has already lost significant green and heritage land to dense 
development. Continuing along this path will further erode the city’s character, 
liveability, and long-term public value. 

4. Request for Protection 

Given the substantial cultural, environmental, and social value of Oude Molen Eco-
Village, I respectfully request that: 

 The proposed development should be halted 
 The site is formally recognised and protected as a living heritage landscape 
 Authorities engage meaningfully with the people who actively sustain and rely 

on this space 

Conclusion 
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Oude Molen Eco-Village is not vacant or underutilised land. It already performs vital 
cultural, environmental, and social functions that benefit the broader public. 
Replacing this with commercial buildings would be a serious and irreversible mistake. 

I urge the responsible authorities to reject this proposal and safeguard Oude Molen 
for current and future generations. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

TRACY BARCLAY 


