A learning environment to help students get the edge!

19 St Joseph Road
Plumstead

7800

17 September 2025

Recommendation and Endorsement of the Oude Molen Eco Village

Dear Sir/Madam

As an educator, mentor and facilitator working with both South African high school students and US
graduates who visit Cape Town, | have had the privilege of experiencing the unique opportunities offered
by the Oude Molen Eco Village. I'm passionate about diversity, sustainable business growth and
environmental conservation, and | have witnessed how the eco village successfully brings these values

together in one dynamic and inclusive space.

The eco village has provided extraordinary opportunities for my high school students, many of whom
struggle with anxiety, stress and ADHD. They have benefitted greatly from Equine Therapy sessions at the
village, which have supported their confidence and emotional well-being. In addition, exposure to
businesses such as Access and Rigging Services has opened career pathways, with one learner enjoying a
meaningful job shadowing experience. These initiatives highlight the eco village’s capacity to contribute to

both personal development and practical skill-building.

My US graduate students, who travel to Cape Town to learn about our history, challenges and successes,
have also benefitted from their time at the eco village. They live at the village in the perfect
accommodation, visit numerous cafés, volunteer in the organic vegetable garden and one of my graduate
volunteers started a youth theater group. These experiences have given them a holistic and authentic
immersion into South Africa’s culture, sustainability practices and community engagement, which they

carry back as a lasting legacy of Cape Town’s innovative spirit.



The Oude Molen Eco Village is far more than a collection of businesses and programmes. It is a hub of social
inclusion, job creation and ecological responsibility. In a city facing complex socio-economic and
environmental challenges, it stands as a practical model of how collaboration and creativity can foster

sustainable innovative growth.

| respectfully urge the City of Cape Town and interested developers to recognise, support and invest in the
potential of the Oude Molen Eco Village as a space of immense value to the community, to education, and
to eco-tourism. With careful planning and inclusive vision, it can become a world-class eco village, a
benchmark of sustainable spatial urban development, and a pioneer of future socio-environmental

innovation.

Yours sincerely
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Andrew Hepburn-Brown

EdgeWise Learning Centre
Director | Owner | Educator



