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September 14, 2025
To Whom It May Concern,

I am writing as an international postgraduate student from California. During my time studying in Cape Town, South Africa, between 2023 and 2025, one of the places that shaped my experience the most was the Oude Molen Eco Village. I want to express my strong support for the preservation of the space. Rooster’s Corner House is in the ecovillage and was where I lived for 11+ months. It is a self-catering accommodation for international students involved in research or volunteer work with community-based projects. I recently completed my master’s degree in Community Organizing and Social Activism, and my thesis focused on art programs and creative pathways in the Cape Town Metropolitan area. As someone who was far from home, the space had provided me with a deep sense of belonging.

Oude Molen Eco Village is more than a local resource; it serves as a bridge across cultures. During my time there, I witnessed how it brought together people from diverse backgrounds to share stories of history, ideas, and traditions. I had developed strong bonds with the staff and employees from the Oude Molen Stables, which deepened my understanding of the profoundly positive impact the business had on the community. It brought in visitors from all over the country to ride the horses in such a beautiful part of Cape Town. I even rode the horses a few times, Donte specifically, and I brought a friend with me, and we had the best time. I also frequented the Millstone Café and Back Area Gardens Deli Café often to buy my dirty chai tea lattes and study for hours in a peaceful, safe, welcoming space. 

During my first term in 2023, I initiated a local Urban Park Project at the Two Rivers Urban Park to clean the pathways and create an outdoor public art piece, which included five park clean-up days and over 30 volunteer hours among 18 volunteers. The volunteers were the Oude Molen Stables staff members, residents, and visitors. We also raised funds to hire local Hout Bay artists to paint an outdoor public art piece for visitors to enjoy, and we were provided with painting materials by Prop Art Rentals, which is also located in the village. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Spaces like Oude Molen Eco Village are invaluable. Preserving it means ensuring that future generations can experience that same spirit of inclusion, creativity, and cultural exchange. I will never forget my time in the village. I’ve swam at the Oude Molen Eco Village Pool during the summers, played soccer in the village with the children and youth residents, and was thrown a going-away party at the Oude Molen Tavern by Oude Molen Stables staff members. 

Even though I no longer live in Cape Town, I carry the lessons and relationships I gained there with me. I strongly support ongoing efforts to protect and sustain the Oude Molen Eco Village. 

Sincerely,
[image: ]
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