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Dear Oude Molen Precinct Project Office,

| hereby submit a formal objection on heritage grounds, in accordance with Section 38 of the National Heritage
Resources Act (No. 25 of 1999), regarding the Revised Heritage Impact Assessment for the proposed redevelopment
of the Oude Molen Precinct.

My child attends Gaia Waldorf School, which is deeply connected to the long-standing cultural, educational, and
social environment of this precinct. The surrounding community of farms, creative enterprises, and nature-based
organisations forms a unique cultural landscape that fulfils several criteria outlined in Section 38(3) of the NHRA,
including sense of place, social significance, and intangible cultural and educational heritage.

1. Cultural Landscape and Sense of Place (NHRA Section 38(3)(e)) The precinct’s semi-rural character, open natural
areas, and historical low-density footprint create a distinctive sense of place that is central to its heritage value.
Disruptions to this landscape, through densification or intensive mixed-use development, would directly affect the
heritage significance defined in Section 38(3)(e) as it relates to the “character of a place, sense of place, and cultural
landscape.”

2. Social and Community Heritage Significance (NHRA Section 38(3)(b)) The Oude Molen community functions as a
living heritage ecosystem. Families, children, teachers, small businesses, and sustainability-focused organisations
interact daily in ways that reinforce long-standing social practices and values.

This social cohesion, developed over decades, aligns with Section 38(3)(b), which requires consideration of “the
social value and the significance of the site to the community.”

Any disruption threatens to fracture a rare, interdependent community that cannot simply relocate or re-form
elsewhere.

3. Intangible Educational Heritage (NHRA Section 38(3)(a)) Gaia Waldorf School’s educational approach depends on
the natural surroundings and spacious, grounded environment of the precinct.

Many children, including my son, who struggled in conventional indoor classrooms, thrive here because the
environment itself is part of the learning method.

Under Section 38(3)(a), intangible practices and traditions must be evaluated as heritage resources.

This nature-integrated educational approach is not replicable in an urbanised or high-density setting.

4. Concern Regarding the Project Documentation and Vision | note from the project information that the precinct
currently has a “rural feel due to sparse building footprints,” and that the proposed redevelopment aims to introduce
compact mixed-use development guided by transit-oriented development (TOD) principles.

While the vision states that environmental and heritage elements will be “respected,” the scale and nature of the
proposed densification suggest a significant shift away from the very qualities that make this site heritage-rich.

This raises concern that the rural character, a core element of the cultural landscape as described under Section
38(3)(e), will be diminished or lost.

Given that Gaia Waldorf School and the broader community rely on this exact environment for their educational and
social practices, these heritage elements must be safeguarded through a more rigorous and transparent assessment.

5. Potential for Irreversible Loss (NHRA Section 38(3)(g)) Once the cultural landscape, social cohesion, and nature-
based educational setting are altered, these heritage values cannot be re-created elsewhere.
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Under Section 38(3)(g), the heritage authority must consider “the potential loss of heritage resources.”
For many children, including my own son, this environment is not just beneficial, it is essential. The loss would be
profound and permanent.

Request

In light of the above, | respectfully request that:

A more thorough and detailed heritage impact assessment be undertaken in line with Section 38(3), with particular
focus on cultural landscape, intangible educational heritage, and social significance.

The unique, long-standing heritage character of the Oude Molen Precinct be prioritised and protected in all planning
decisions.

Any proposed development be revised to ensure that the rural, nature-integrated, community-based heritage of the
site is not lost.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit this objection. | trust that the heritage-rich character of this precinct, and
the families, children, and community organisations who depend on it, will be given full and thoughtful
consideration.

Yours sincerely,

N.Stegmann

0810392974

Parent at Gaia Waldorf School



