OMP

From: Linda Johnson <lindyjay3004@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, 09 December 2025 13:43

To: OMP; Geordin.HillLewis@capetown.gov.za
Subject: The Future Of Oude Molen Eco Village - Objection

You don't often get email from lindyjay3004@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

Towhom it may concern

These aren't the comments of a highly qualified individual who aims to furnish you with reams of
reasons for and against this development proposal.

| come with my objection as a born and bred coloured Capetonian - 68 years of age, born, raised and
educated in this City, brought up along the banks of Princess Vlei, learning to run free in that glorious,
SAFE environment, learning trout-fishing, fashioning trout bait from balls of maize meal, watching
little tadpoles | had caught swim around in a jar, learning the different bird calls and songs, watching
the graceful pelicans as they landed or spreading their wings as they took flight, foraging for sour figs
and other edible flowers. Running wild and free.

| also recall many years later, when my daughter was 9 years old, telling her that one day we will be
unable to live in our own city - that there'll be those who'll want to turn her into another Monaco. A
city only the very wealthy can afford.

What prophetic words, indeed.
And what of us ordinary folk who can't afford the mansions on the Atlantic seaboard any longer?

From the Deep South to the West Coast, where "Mixed Use" blocks of steel and concrete are rising up
adjacent to sensitive wetlands, ordinary citizens stand aghast, shattered at the literal rape of our
green lands and open spaces.

Ironically, these are the very green and open spaces that make Cape Town the beautiful city which
she is, attracting visitors from across the world. Yet here we are, confining her people to tiny little
prison cells to live and raise their families in and calling it Affordable Housing. Affordable housing
with a tiny little park for children and often no parking for a car. "You will own nothing and you'll be
happy"??

No, Oude Molen Eco Village deserves much, much better than this.

Consider:

The much loved stables, owned and managed by Mr Allies, who keeps his pricing low so little children
of ALL races (contrary to areportin the Cape Times of the exclusivity of the stables) can savour the
unique experience of riding a horse in such close proximity to the city, their parents not having to

spend a fortune paying for lessons further afield.

The Gaia Waldorf School - free-spirited little children gamboling about, learning and growing.



The Play Pen where tiny little souls can interact, play - unrestricted.
The marvellous restaurant with it's emphasis on free range fruit, vegetables and meat products.

The Robin Trust providing care to their stricken patients and worthy employment and training for it's
nurses and carers.

Oom Daan se Plaas, where so many from the surrounding Cape Flats come to picnic, swim and play
for a day.

These are but a few of the organisations under threat in favour of the proposed "concrete jungle".

There has to be something particularly heartless about a city's management if it can ride rough-shod
over the wishes and welfare of it's OWN citizens in the name of progress.

There has to be something particularly heartless about a city's management if it is able to disregard
the displacement of so many species of wild life - plants and animals alike - while the trucks of steel
and concrete rollin.

Oude Molen belongs to the people of this City and all who love her.

In the words of Joni Mitchell:

"They paved PARADISE....... and put up a parking lot."

Cry, the beloved City and may God help us all.

Regards,
L Johnson



