OMP

From: Nicholas Sales

Sent: Tuesday, 09 December 2025 10:19
To: OMP

Subject: Comment on Oude Molen

Oude Molen is one of the few remaining places in Cape Town where children can safely experience a farm-like,
nature-based environment within the city.

The stables, gardens, open areas, and animals are an essential part of children’s education, emotional
wellbeing, and connection to nature. In a rapidly densifying urban area, spaces like Oude Molen are
irreplaceable.

Children need places where they can see animals, learn about food growing, interact with nature, and explore
in a safe, rural-feeling landscape.

These forms of experiential learning cannot be replicated in dense urban developments, nor can they simply
be “relocated” elsewhere without losing their meaning and accessibility.

The Revised HIA does not acknowledge the value of this unique urban farm environment for families in the
surrounding communities. Its displacement would remove one of the last inclusive, affordable, child-friendly
green spaces in the central city.

Losing this would be a loss not only for current families, but for future generations who deserve access to
nature-based learning and unstructured outdoor play.

For these reasons, | strongly object to the Revised HIA and oppose the redevelopment as proposed. | urge
Heritage Western Cape to recognise the family, educational, and social value of Oude Molen as part of our
living heritage.

The site should be protected - not only for its history, but for its ongoing role in supporting children, community
life, and accessible ecological learning in the city.
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