OMP

From: Leizel Benjafield <leebenjafield@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, 08 December 2025 12:15

To: OMP

Subject: Oude Molen Eco-Village Objection

You don't often get email from leebenjafield@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

Dear Sir/Madam,

| am writing to formally object to the proposed development on the site known as Oude Molen
Eco-Village. This objection is based on the significant living heritage value of the area, the critical
community functions it supports, and the long-term environmental and social benefits it provides to
the broader public.

1. Oude Molen Eco-Village as a Living Heritage Site

Heritage, as recognised in national and international frameworks, includes not only physical
structures but also:

« traditional knowledge — Khoi San live on this property and have a wealth of knowledge that
they are willing to share with anyone who comes across them.

« social practices and shared community life — There is always almost always a workshop
going on or a market. Kelly’s garden often posts on Facebook on what seeds to plant in
what season, seed swop days and encourages people to attend gardening workshops.
Something that is lost is this current society, most children think produce comes from a
shop.

« craft skills and artisan techniques — There are businesses there that create and share
specialised techniques. If the Village is redeveloped these businesses will probably close
down and their knowledge will be lost forever.

« oral traditions — many people on this site have lived there for many, many years and share
stories of what there was before them.

« cultural practices relating to animals, land, and nature — The amount of knowledge | have
acquired from these residences and Kendre Allies on what plants | can use to heal my
horse has been invaluable and as a result | have planted these plants near the paddocks
for easy access to bulbinella, aloe, comfrey etc.

e community—environment relationships
« skills passed informally between generations

Oude Molen Eco-Village embodies these forms of living heritage abundantly. For more than 25
years, it has served as a unique and irreplaceable cultural landscape where knowledge, skills, and
community networks are actively practiced, transmitted, and preserved.

2. Heritage Practices Present at Oude Molen
The Eco-Village supports a wide range of intangible heritage activities, including:

« Equestrian knowledge, horse handling, and stable practices
Multi-generational learning in horsemanship, animal care, and riding continues daily,
forming one of the last accessible equestrian community hubs in the city at an affordable
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rate for all communities to do a pony ride. The grooms are often seen and heard imparting
valuable animal care to the parents and riders alike.

| have ridden at Oude Molen since the 2000’s in 2014 | have stabled my own horse and
looked after one of the horses by the name of Princess in her 30’s. She was rescued and
then used in the riding school for many years until she had to be retired. Instead of
shipping her out or euthanize her, Kendre Allies allowed me to give back to her and let her
retire with dignity. | then got another retired horse from the stables and looked after him too.
| also have my own horse there. If it wasn'’t for the stables and my horse being there, |
would either be institutionalised or have taken my own life. | need to go there at least once
a day to feel grounded, to stop the noise in my head, to recharge the depressed batteries. |
know that this is true for every single regular visitor to the Eco-Village.

Beyond its cultural and educational importance, Oude Molen Eco-Village provides an
essential emotional lifeline for many individuals. The bond between people and horses is
profoundly grounding and healing. For countless adults and young people, time spent with
the horses, the land, and the community offers stability, purpose, and emotional support in
moments of distress. Many individuals have openly shared that the connection they find at
Oude Molen has helped them manage depression, recover from trauma, and, in some
cases, prevented suicide. This is not incidental—it is a core social function of the space,
rooted in its calm environment, non-judgmental community, and the therapeutic nature of
working with animals. Removing this sanctuary would remove a critical mental-health
support system that cannot be replaced by infrastructure or formal services. (When | ride
my horse in the field and there are people walking or walking their dogs she generally
ignores them, however, sometimes she pulls away from my reins and walks up to people to
cuddle them. When we chat to the person in question it is often said | needed that or that
they were going through a lot and needed that connection.)

Community-based and informal learning systems
Skills are shared organically between mentors, families, youth programmes, and long-
standing residents.

Artisan workshops and craft-making
Local makers preserve traditional craft skills and contribute to cultural expression,
entrepreneurship, and creative livelihoods.

Urban farming, permaculture, and ecological stewardship
The land supports sustainable agricultural practices, food-growing initiatives, and
environmental education, reinforcing interdependence between people and nature.

Youth development programmes

Young people acquire practical, social, and emotional skills essential for life advancement.
These programmes directly support social upliftment and community resilience. Robin Trust
is there to teach nurses and house retirees and dementia patients.

Social cohesion cultivated over 25 years

The Eco-Village has grown into a rare example of an inclusive, multi-cultural, community-
driven environment in an urban setting. Dog walkers congregate on the field and walk their
dogs in the field and leashed in the village, a ritual they do daily, weekly or on the
weekends. This social get together is needed for physical, social and mental well-being.

These heritage elements cannot be replicated once displaced.

3. Negative Impact of the Proposed Development

Development on this site would irreversibly damage:

an established living heritage landscape



e community-rooted learning systems

e long-standing equestrian and agricultural practices

« environmental stewardship initiatives

« the livelihoods of artisans, subsidiary farmers, and youth educators
 critical green space essential for ecological balance in the area

The destruction of these assets would represent a profound and permanent loss to the
community, the city, and future generations.

4. Request for Protection and Recognition

Given the substantial social, cultural, educational, and environmental value of Oude Molen Eco-
Village, | respectfully request:

1. Immediate halt to development plans affecting the Eco-Village. Taking away yet another
green space in Cape Town changes our beautiful city that is a great tourist attraction to
high rise buildings wherever we look. You have already taken so much green space away.

2. Formal heritage assessment and protection, recognising the site’s living heritage
significance.

Conclusion

Oude Molen Eco-Village is not vacant or underutilised land. It is a dynamic heritage landscape
that enriches the lives of thousands of people and preserves valuable traditions, knowledge, and
community ties. Development on this site would eliminate irreplaceable cultural and environmental
assets that cannot be reconstructed once lost.

| urge the responsible authorities to safeguard the Eco-Village for the benefit of current and future
generations.

Thank you for your consideration. | look forward to your acknowledgement of this objection and to
further engagement on this matter.

Kind regards
Leizel Benjafield




