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OMP

From: Susanne Leenders <sanneleenders@hotmail.com>
Sent: Monday, 08 December 2025 11:29
To: OMP
Subject: Objection

Dear Members of the Project Office / Heritage Review Committee, 

I write to formally object to the proposed redevelopment plan for the Oude Molen Precinct, on the 
grounds of heritage, community, and ecological value. I submit this objection under the provisions 
made for public comment in the draft Heritage Impact Assessment (HIA). 

1. Oude Molen is a rare living heritage site, not a blank canvas 

 Oude Molen Eco Village is not an empty or underutilised piece of land: for over three decades 
it has evolved into a vibrant, self-organised eco-village, with small businesses, schools, 
stables and community initiatives, including the very school my son attends.  

 The area is part of a broader cultural and environmental landscape within the Two Rivers 
Urban Park (TRUP), carrying intangible heritage as well as ecological and historical 
significance.  

 The proposed development risks erasing this living heritage, its unique social-ecological 
model, community-driven spirit, and the interwoven natural and cultural character that makes 
Oude Molen more than just land. 

2. The existing heritage and ecological value deserve full protection 

 As recognized by Heritage Western Cape (HWC), the submitted HIA was found insufficient: it 
did not adequately explore the site’s intangible and living heritage, nor the wider contextual 
role of Oude Molen within the Two Rivers heritage landscape.  

 The heritage value is not limited to built structures: the open spaces, stables, gardens, 
wetlands, and communal living — including horses, chickens, and natural surroundings, are 
integral to what makes Oude Molen a unique green and social refuge in Cape Town. As a 
parent whose child benefits from this environment, I believe such value cannot be replicated 
by high-density housing or modern apartment blocks. 

 Once lost, this kind of heritage and community fabric cannot be restored. 

3. The community’s social infrastructure and way of life would be disrupted 

 Several community-led functions, schools, small businesses, stables, social-enterprise 
activities, already operate there and contribute to local food security, youth development, 
employment, education and social well-being. 

 For many, including my family, Oude Molen is not just a neighbourhood, it is a sanctuary, a 
place where children can grow up close to nature, animals, and community values. Its loss 
would mean depriving generations of what is, in effect, a small oasis of green, calm, and 
community in an increasingly dense city. 

4. The arguments for densification / mixed-use housing do not sufficiently compensate for 
heritage and community value 
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 The stated goals of the redevelopment, mixed-use, affordable housing, transit-oriented 
development, may be valid in theory, but they should not be used at the expense of irreversibly 
destroying an existing community and heritage-rich environment. 

 The HWC’s decision to require further revisions to the HIA demonstrates that the heritage 
assessment is still incomplete; proceeding with development now would be premature and 
irresponsible.  

5. I urge that Oude Molen be preserved, protected, and strengthened, not redeveloped 

For all the reasons above, I respectfully request that the current development proposal be rejected, 
or at minimum substantially revised, to ensure: 

 Full recognition and protection of Oude Molen’s tangible and intangible heritage; 
 Retention and support of existing community institutions (schools, stables, enterprises, green 

spaces); 
 Genuine, transparent community consultation and long-term commitment to preserving the 

social-ecological character of the site; 
 Exploration of alternatives that do not destroy the existing heritage, community and 

environment, for instance, supporting and upgrading the existing eco-village rather than 
replacing it with high-density housing. 

Thank you for considering my objection. I believe that preserving Oude Molen in its current spirit is 
crucial not only for its residents and their children, but for the broader heritage and ecological future 
of Cape Town. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Musa Ngwenya, Susanne Leenders, Cosmo Ngwenya 

 
 
Sent from Outlook for Android 


