
 

 



● Environmental harm, 

 

● Cultural genocide, 

 

● Ongoing colonial displacement, 

 

● And a violation of national and international law. 

 

2. THIS LAND IS NOT JUST “A SITE” – IT IS A NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL 

HERITAGE LANDSCAPE 

Oude Molen is part of a continuous, ancient cultural landscape, comprising: 

● The Two Rivers Urban Park 

 

● River Confluence (Liesbeek–Black River) 

 

● Sacred grazing lands 

 

● Khoi settlement areas 

 

● Ancestral graveyards 

 

● Natural springs 

 

● Wetlands and grazing plains 

 

● Thousands of years of human heritage (stone tools, artefacts, settlement 

evidence) 

 

This land cannot be assessed in isolation. 

It is part of a provincial, national, and international heritage network, equivalent in 

importance to: 

● Rondebosch Common 

 

● Kirstenbosch Gardens 

 



● Koornhof Cave / Khoe burial sites 

 

● UNESCO-shortlisted Indigenous Cultural Landscapes 

 

The attempt to assess this site independently is procedurally flawed, scientifically 

invalid, and legally unacceptable. 

3. FAILURE OF PROCESS — THE HIA IS UNLAWFUL, ISOLATED, AND 

MISREPRESENTED 

3.1 The HIA must not be done in isolation 

Heritage Western Cape and SAHRA require: 

● Cumulative impact assessments, 

 

● Landscape-scale analysis, 

 

● Assessment of cultural routes and intangible heritage, 

 

● Inclusion of adjacent heritage sites, 

 

● Consultation with recognised First Nation authorities. 

 

Yet the revised HIA is attempting to treat this land as a sealed-off, standalone patch — 

contrary to law, precedent, and good practice. 

3.2 Procedural misrepresentation 

At the 2025 Investment Summit, it was claimed that the HIA process was completed in 

July — this was false and misleading. 

This alone warrants suspension of the process. 

3.3 Failure to notify affected parties 

A single signboard outside Oude Molen was erected and then removed. 

No city-wide, province-wide, or national notification was done. 

Given the national importance of this heritage, the failure to notify: 



● King Cetshwayo Foundation 

 

● Khoi leadership structures 

 

● UNESCO stakeholders 

 

● National heritage bodies 

 

● Wider Indigenous communities 

 

is a gross procedural violation. 

4. HERITAGE LAW MAKES THIS DEVELOPMENT ILLEGAL 

Under the National Heritage Resources Act (NHRA, Act 25 of 1999): 

Section 3(2) recognises: 

● Sites of cultural significance 

 

● Indigenous history 

 

● Oral traditions 

 

● Living heritage 

 

● Sacred natural features 

 

● Community identity 

 

Oude Molen contains ALL of these. 

Section 27(18) is explicit: 

No person may damage, alter, or develop a declared heritage site without a 

permit. 

5. LIVING HERITAGE – UNESCO 2003 INTANGIBLE HERITAGE CONVENTION 



This site is a living heritage landscape — and must be protected under: 

UNESCO 2003 Convention on Intangible Cultural Heritage 

Intangible heritage includes: 

● Traditional knowledge 

 

● Social practices and community life 

 

● Oral traditions 

 

● Spiritual relationships to nature 

 

● Cultural knowledge tied to animals, grazing, and water 

 

● Shared land-based identity 

 

● Intergenerational memory 

 

UNESCO requires: 

● Free, Prior and Informed Consent of the community 

 

● Recognition of community custodianship 

 

● Inclusion of intangible heritage in ALL assessments 

 

None of these requirements have been met. 

The Goringhaicona Kingdom, as direct descendants of Gogosoa, Trosoa and Aran, 

have been: 

● Ignored 

 

● Excluded 

 

● Undermined 

 



● Written out of planning processes 

 

● Denied custodial rights 

 

This violates both UNESCO and national law. 

6. ENVIRONMENTAL DESTRUCTION — NATURAL SPRINGS, WETLANDS & 

RIVERS DAMAGED 

Evidence on record includes: 

● Destruction of natural spring identified by heritage specialists 

 

● Debris and machinery interfering with wetlands 

 

● Loss of natural grazing fields 

 

● Removal of ecological buffers 

 

The HIA itself notes Critical Biodiversity Areas adjacent to site boundaries. 

7. BURIAL GROUNDS — A DIRECT VIOLATION OF HUMAN DIGNITY & HERITAGE 

LAW 

There are: 

● Burial grounds 

 

● Unmarked burial areas containing Khoi, enslaved Africans, and Malay labourers 

 

The NHRA requires: 

Mandatory consultation with descendant communities before ANY disturbance. 

To date: 

● No complete grave survey 

 



● No proper ground-penetrating radar 

 

● No exhumation permits 

 

● No descendant engagement 

 

Proceeding here is grave desecration. 

8. THIS DEVELOPMENT CONTINUES THE ONGOING DISPOSSESSION OF THE 

FIRST NATION 

History is repeating: 

● Land stolen in 1698 

 

● Displacement of Khoi communities 

 

● Loss of cattle, grazing, and sovereignty 

 

● Forced labour 

 

● Slave-era violence 

 

● Apartheid-era exclusion 

 

● Post-1994 ongoing erasure 

 

Despite being the original custodians, the First Nation people are: 

● Denied recognition 

 

● Denied custodianship 

 

● Denied participation 

 

● Denied dignity 

 

This site is one of the last remaining green, ancestral spaces. 



To destroy this is to destroy: 

● Culture 

 

● History 

 

● Identity 

 

● Memory 

 

● Community 

 

We refuse. 

9. THIS IS A NATIONAL ISSUE — NOT LOCAL 

We state clearly: 

● This land affects all South Africans 

 

● It affects all Indigenous people across the country 

 

● It affects national and international heritage corridors 

 

● It affects the future of cultural restoration 

 

This is not a local rezoning matter. 

It is a national injustice requiring national scrutiny. 

We therefore request: 

● Inclusion of King Cetshwayo Foundation 

 

● Minister Patricia De Lille (Tourism) 

 

● Minister Barbara Creecy / successor (Environment) 

 

● SAHRA National Council 

 



● UNESCO 

 

● National Khoi and San Council 

 

● Office of the President 

 

10. FORMAL REQUESTS 

We hereby demand: 

1. Immediate suspension of the HIA and Basic Assessment. 

2. An interdict against any further alteration, excavation, or damage. 

3. A full landscape-level heritage assessment. 

4. Recognition of the Goringhaicona Traditional Khoena Royal Kingdom as 

custodians. 

5. Restoration of the spring and river integrity. 

6. A moratorium on ALL development at Oude Molen  

7. A full investigation into prior environmental and heritage damage. 

11. CONCLUSION — A FINAL AND NON-NEGOTIABLE OBJECTION 

The Goringhaicona Traditional Khoena Royal Kingdom rejects this development 

entirely and absolutely. 

We are the: 

● Original people of this land, 

 

● Custodians of this heritage, 

 

● Defenders of the graves and springs, 

 

● Legitimate First Nation authority, 

 




