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Amozelle Lambrechts

From: Lalou <lapet@telkomsa.net>
Sent: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 4:18 PM
To: omp@desertbloom.co.za
Subject: Oude Molen redevelopment response

 

To Mrs A Hayes 

My name is Lalou Meltzer and I have researched and published extensively on the history of 
Woodstock, Salt River and Maitland, as well as Observatory. I am a resident of Observatory and 
frequently think about and retreat to Oude Molen to consider the history and threatened 
remains of the environmental and landscape heritage of Cape Town (South Africa). 

Here is my response as an IAP to the Province's proposed Oude Molen Precinct redevelopment.  

 

I have noted with despair the continued insensitive handling of heritage and environmentally 
important sites by the City and Western Cape Province.  

The still growing monster development on the Liesbeek in the interests i.a. of the powerful Amazon 
company has shocked even those who for whatever reasons imagined a much less intrusive 
development and viewed the project with some guarded and cautious acceptance. Certainly, not the 
affordable housing promised by the opportunist support of the project by the City and Province. 

So with Oude Molen - one had expected the Province to take note of objections and start again with 
another version to bring for discussion.  They clearly have ignored all public participation objections 
and powered ahead. 

With the limited information available on how this development will look, it seems very much like no 
alternatives to dense developments figure in the planning. The lack of public discussion has made 
this even more unsettling. It is as always the case of fait accompli - veiled by hypocritical posturing. 

In the process the significance of the Oude Molen site as paying tribute to and representative of the 
heritage restitution of South Africa's indigenous people, Khoe and other African peoples (including 
Zulu and Hlubi); the story of their dispossession and attempted conquest in the context of a racialized 
and capitalist economy; the link to the neighbouring area of the first apartheid 'location' in Cape 
Town; as well as a story of all manners of othering - these are all being sucked to the margins by an 
over dense development.  

The environment of rivers and mountain is being swallowed and a bit of old rural-like Cape Town 
disappeared. 

Lalou Meltzer 

Historian, Cape Town (Observatory) 

 


