Amozelle Lambrechts

From: Leizel Benjafield <itmanager@phps.org.za>
Sent: Tuesday, September 10, 2024 10:19 AM
To: omp@desertbloom.co.za

Subject: Oude Molen objection

To whom it may concern

I am writing to express my strong objection to the proposed development of Oude Molen and to
advocate for its designation as a heritage site. The preservation of Oude Molen is of paramount
importance for several compelling reasons, which | wish to outline below.

Historical and Cultural Significance

Oude Molen holds significant historical and cultural value, not only for its architectural heritage but
also as a site with deep connections to the Khoisan community. The Khoisan people have long been
integral to the history of our region, and their cultural heritage deserves recognition and protection.
The preservation of Oude Molen would honor their historical presence and ensure that their
contributions to our shared history are respected.

Environmental Concerns

The environmental impact of developing Oude Molen cannot be understated. The property has
experienced significant flooding in the past, which remains unaddressed. This persistentissue not
only affects the structural integrity of the site but also poses ongoing risks to any proposed
developments. The necessary repairs and stabilization of the site should be prioritized before
considering any new projects.

Furthermore, Oude Molen is home to a rich variety of wildlife, including endangered species such as
the leopard toad and the Cape dwarf chameleon. These species are critically important to our local
ecosystem and are already facing numerous threats. Developing the site would disrupt their habitat
and potentially lead to their further decline. Protecting these species and their environment must be a
priority.

Conservation and Community Benefits

Designating Oude Molen as a heritage site would align with broader conservation goals and benefit
the community in multiple ways. Heritage sites often serve as educational resources, fostering a
greater appreciation for history and nature. They also provide recreational spaces that enhance
quality of life and contribute to community well-being.

In light of these considerations, | respectfully urge your office to reconsider the development plans for
Oude Molen and instead pursue its designation as a heritage site. This would ensure the preservation
of its historical, cultural, and environmental value for the benefit of present and future generations,
and honor the Khoisan heritage connected to the site.



Thank you for your attention to this matter. | am happy to provide any additional information or
support necessary to advance this request.

Leizel Benjafield

Head of IT
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