Amozelle Lambrechts

From: helen@harper.co.za

Sent: Thursday, October 31, 2024 1:28 PM

To: omp@desertbloom.co.za

Subject: Heritage Impact Assessment - Oude Molen Precinct

Good morning,

My name is Helen Harper and | rent Building A at Oude Molen. | run my business Lighthouse Farm Backpacker’s
Lodge from A building and it is my sole source of income. | reside at House Q — the yellow house from which | hope
to host events in the future.

| came to Oude Molen in 1997 when it was a run down government facility. | have thus spent the last 27 years,
virtually my entire adult working life improving these buildings and grounds so that | could host the many groups of
schoolchildren from all over South Africa who stay at the lodge when they visit Cape Town on educational and
sporting tours.

| have always held the vision for the village to be an abundant eco village where the principles of Permaculture and
Ubuntu are put into practise. | have worked tirelessly on many tenant committees to continually improve conditions
on the ground here and have transformed my spaces into welcoming and productive places to be.

In that process | have spent a lot of money over the years continually painting, cleaning, renovating and refreshing
the buildings inside and out aswell as beautifying the gardens around them.

| have worked on community development initiatives and given a lot of my time and energy to organise annual
Christmas parties for all the children who live in Oude Molen and the children from our neighbouring community of
Maitland Garden Village.

This house is my home and my life is very integrated with the life we have here as a community. Over the years |
have grown a lot of vegetables around my home which | share with my neighbours. My staff members are also
mostly residents of the village, their children have all grown up here and they are like family to me.

When | first saw this house, my first instinct was to protect it — as | could see it had good bones but had been
neglected for many years. It is a beautiful house with 4 fireplaces, wooden floors and thick walls. It is well insulated
as a result. | have done a lot of work to bring out its beauty and | am now ready to host events here. | believe that
this house deserves to be protected from demolition. | would love to buy it myself and live in it for many years to
come. It deserves to shine and be a place of healing to everyone who comes here in the future. | have always held
the vision that it can be a shining example of what a self-sufficient homestead looks like. | intend to use it for
Educational purposes teaching the youth and adults how to practise Permaculture; as a Tea Garden and Nursery
where people can come and enjoy the shady trees, the view, the grounds while tasting the fruits from the garden
and as a Meditation Retreat Centre where people can come for counselling and help when stressed. | feel | have put
in too much time, money and love into the development of these things to give up now.

| feel that my journey over many years here needs to be taken into account. We have all worked tirelessly to
cultivate the harmonious, beautiful and bountiful lifestyle we now enjoy with the rest of the Cape Town community
who come here to share in that, to feel that. This place is very special and unique and should be handled with the
utmost care and consideration for those that have transformed it from a derelict, abandoned, neglected squatter
camp into the place of beauty it is today.

Obviously | would not like to see Building A demolished either. It was the old Nurses Home and was set up for
accommodation. It works very well as a lodge and is a peaceful rest for guests. These guests then visit the other
businesses in the village and there is good synergy between the offerings. It has just had a new roof put onto it and it
also has thick walls which keep it cool in summer and warm in winter. | would be made destitute if it were to be
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demolished as it provides 100% of my income which | had to work hard for many years to build up. We have heard
nothing about what is to become of us as tenants and what will become of our businesses. Will we be
accommodated in a new development, given opportunities to evolve, provided with alternatives or paid out? We are
all still very much in the dark and this is creating stress for us. It is extremely challenging to make business decisions
going forward with this threat hanging over our heads. Please take us into your confidence and be more transparent
with us.

| am a tenant of good standing, and have always gone above and beyond to share my blessings with others. | do not
deserve to be trampled over.

Nature has a chance to thrive here, please do not pave over Paradise because you don’t know what you have got, till
it is gone. This is a farm in the middle of the city and one of the last natural greenbelts that should be protected for
the people of Cape Town to enjoy for many generations to come.

Yours sincerely

Helen Harper

BA LLB Wits

021 447 9165

061 999 2504

Female Entrepreneur and Business Owner



