Amozelle Lambrechts

From: Kalao, Sara <sara.kalao@snhu.edu>
Sent: Tuesday, October 8, 2024 1:53 PM

To: omp@desertbloom.co.za

Subject: Affected party - Oude Molen Eco Village

Dear Ms. A Hayes

My name is Sara, and | wish to object.

The heritage grounds need to be protected and conserved and not exploited. There’s no guarantee that
the new development will benefit the people that are currently living and protecting the heritage ground.

The heritage ground needs to be preserved as heritage is our legacy. It is what we will pass on to our
children and grandchildren. It is our past, future and present, it's who we are. It’s the story of our people.

This place contains a lot of history, it helps us to understand the past, and teaches us about the ancestry of
this place. The new development will take away from the essence of this place as it will not protect nature.
There’s so much sustainability and potential for this heritage ground that will be destroyed and lost forever.
There are a lot of cultural activities and markets that take place here that bring people together from
different backgrounds. The swimming pool alone attracts people from as far as Mitchell’s plain who come to
spend time with their children who don’t have the pleasure of riding on a horse or taking a walk and enjoying
nature within their own community. The community farms teach people about food sustainability and being
self-sustained.

This heritage ground inspires us, teaches us how to live in harmony with the environment. This land has
cultural significance, from the rural homesteads, the horse stable and the schools.

If you look back in 1997 when the Oude Molen Eco Village was first initiated by a small group of proactive
social entrepreneurs together with local community members and international volunteers, they helped to
transform this place which was previously an abandoned and vandalised hospital into this Eco Village that
we have called home since then. The goal of this was to alleviate poverty by pioneering a new innovative
way “ of maximising the potential of an underutilised public asset by; providing affordable space to emerging
small enterprises to create employment opportunities, empower youth, promote urban agriculture and offer
a variety of social and recreational activities to surrounding communities and local and international visitors
while producing revenue for Provincial Government”

The initial micro-enterprise village concept was based on the sites’ inherent potential to contribute
towards:

e Micro-enterprise development, job creation & youth development

e Social enterprise management distributing profits for additional socio-economic development
in the region

e Local and International tourism development

e Healthy social and recreational activities for surrounding communities
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e Food security in the form of organic permaculture / urban agriculture
e Arts and craft development and weekend craft & food markets

e Promoting recycling and eco-friendly renewable energy technology

Let’s also not forget that in 2014 , Oude Molen Eco Village was selected as a “ World Design Capital”. This
exciting accolade affirms the proactive, innovative and socially relevant nature of the Village, and provides
a platform for public participation in the design and future development of the Village as a “people’s legacy
project.” The goal of the Oude Molen Eco Village has always been to “ establish an economically sustainable
micro-enterprise eco-village that is able to showcase how government, community and key stakeholders are
able to collaboratively address national priorities such as unemployment, youth skills development, micro-
enterprise development, food security and the demonstration of renewable energy technology, all based on
proven international best practices”

Heritage is a valuable resource that should be protected and conserved. It is a part of who we are, and it is
a part of our future.

With the above in mind , we have to ask the question: will the new development benefit the members of
the community, and does it keep to the true essence of the Eco village ? Are the interest of the people and
the heritage site at the heart of this new development?

Thank you for your time and consideration.
Kind Regards
Sara
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