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Ms Janine Makka exemplifies true excellence 
in Physical Sciences education through her 
unwavering commitment to innovative, learner-
centred teaching. Operating within an under-
resourced school in the urban industrial town of 
Atlantis, approximately 40 kilometres north of 
Cape Town, she consistently transforms  
context-specific challenges into opportunities for 
creative educational breakthroughs.

Ms Makka’s classroom depicts a vibrant learning 
space where science comes alive, shifting 
from abstract theory into meaningful, relatable 
experiences. Recognising that traditional 
pedagogical methods often fall short when 
illustrating complex scientific concepts, she has 
developed a highly resourceful, hands-on teaching 
approach that makes Physical Sciences accessible, 
engaging, memorable and fun filled. Rather 
than viewing resource limitations as barriers, 
she creatively repurposes everyday household 
materials, recycled items and common objects for 
practical demonstrations. Through these carefully 
guided experiments, learners discover first hand 
that science is not confined to sophisticated 
laboratories but surrounds them in everyday life.

Her influence extends far beyond regular 
classroom instruction. Deeply committed to 
fostering scientific curiosity and leadership, Ms 
Makka actively mentors learners in research 
projects and facilitates participation in prestigious 
regional and national enrichment programmes, 
including the Eskom Expo for Young Scientists, 
AZES Coding and Robotics, MaxIQ Space STEM 
programme, and Lesedi initiatives. Under her 
guidance, learner participation, enthusiasm for 
STEM and academic performance have surged, 
inspiring many young minds to pursue higher 
education and careers in science and technology.

In addition to her work with learners, Ms Makka 
is a pillar of leadership within her school. As 
assessment coordinator, she safeguards the 
integrity and quality of assessment practices, 
while cultivating accountability and continuous 
improvement. Beyond her formal duties, she 
acts as a catalyst for institutional growth by 
championing an innovative “change mindset” 
among staff. Through dedicated mentorship and 
steadfast positivity, she has strengthened staff 
morale, fostered teamwork and built a professional 
culture rooted in mutual respect and shared 
success.

Her impact also resonates deeply across 
the broader Atlantis community. Passionate 
about empowering youth from disadvantaged 
backgrounds, Ms Makka encourages her students 
to become resilient leaders and agents of positive 
change. By offering holistic support outside the 
classroom, she instils in her learners the confidence 
that their potential extends far beyond the 
constraints of their immediate circumstances.

Ms Makka’s expertise and leadership are 
widely recognised across the district. As Chief 
Moderator for the Atlantis Physical Sciences 
PLC, she supports educators across Atlantis and 
neighbouring schools in the Metro North Education 
District. In this role, she leads moderation 
processes, upholds rigorous assessment standards, 
facilitates professional development and mentors 
fellow educators. Her contributions have 
significantly strengthened curriculum delivery 
across multiple institutions.

Through her transformative teaching, visionary 
leadership and dedicated community impact, 
Ms Janine Makka stands out as an exceptionally 
deserving recipient of the award. 


