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“Replace weapons with welding machines.”

Athina Dennis is an exceptional educator, accomplished
artisan, poet and passionate advocate for skills
development whose impact extends far beyond the
classroom. She qualified as a Red Seal Welder at John
Thompson, a division of ACTOM, and later completed a
National Professional Diploma in Education. Combining her
technical expertise with her passion for skills development,
Athina is shaping the future of South African youth through
vocational and occupational education.

As a Mechanical Technology educator at Oval North
Technical High School, Ms Dennis teaches with the firm
belief that technical education has the power to transform
lives. She is committed to equipping learners with practical,
industry-relevant skills that prepare them for meaningful
employment and entrepreneurship, thereby addressing the
country’s high unemployment rate.

Her teaching philosophy is confidence based and

learner centred. She firmly believes that curricula should
remain responsive to labour market demands to address
South Africa’s growing unemployment challenges. By
connecting practical learning in the workshop with industry
expectations, she ensures that her learners are equipped
with the knowledge, skills and confidence to succeed
beyond school. She also encourages girls to pursue
technical subjects, breaking gender barriers by serving as
a role model. Since 2018, Athina has consistently achieved
a100% NSC pass rate with her learners, reflecting her
commitment to academic excellence and learner success.

She shares her lessons with learners and fellow educators
on TikTok. Additionally, her remarkable expertise and
leadership led her to become the first female WCED
chief marker for Mechanical Technology (Welding and
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Metalwork) in the NSC examinations.

She founded Athina’s Artistry, a South African non-profit
organisation and social enterprise, that mentor youth

and women in welding and technical trades to create
sustainable careers. The foundation’s website currently

has more than 100 000 views. Through her extensive
networks, she secures apprenticeships and real-world
placements for alumni. As a result, 52% of her learners have
been successfully placed in the industry. These placements
include major companies, such as the Oceana Group and
John Thompson, a division of ACTOM.

Her dedication and influence have earned her numerous
accolades. In 2025, she won the Christian Women
Entrepreneur Network in Africa (CWENA) Award in the
category of Leadership in Service of Skills Development in
recognition of her outstanding contribution to developing
future artisans. In the same year, she was honoured by
Good Hope FM with the Warrior Woman Award for her
exceptional leadership and commitment to empowering
others through education and skills training. Additionally,
she was nominated for the Sunday World Heroic Women
Award 2025.

Her work has been featured in various newspapers and
magazines, celebrating her unwavering commitment to
advancing skills development and technical education

in South Africa. Through her pioneering leadership,
innovation and passion for excellence, she lives by her
motto, “We don’t need permission to give our best to

our children - when their future demands nothing less”.
Athina Dennis continues to ignite a passion for technical
subjects among her learners, fellow educators and industry
stakeholders alike, making her a truly deserving recipient of
the National Best Educator Award 2026 at provincial level.
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