Provincial Winner

At the heart of Ms Barendilla’s 42-year teaching career
is her genuine care for every learner, exceptional
dedication and her devotion to the teaching profession.
Whether she is encouraging learners, celebrating a
moment of success or opening doors to opportunities
beyond the classroom, she invests wholeheartedly in the
growth of every young person in her care. Her warmth,
dedication and ability to inspire hope have made her not
only an exceptional educator, but also a trusted guide
and role model for generations of learners.

Zerena’s classroom is a dynamic space where academic
content is brought to life through visually engaging
lessons, technology integration, personalised learner
support, structured goal setting and innovative
teaching methods, such as the Pomodoro Method to
improve concentration and learning outcomes. By
linking the curriculum to real-world experiences and
global developments, Zerena equips learners to merge
knowledge, skills, values and competencies required

to thrive in an increasingly interconnected world.
Drawing on her international teaching and home-grown
experience, she actively promotes opportunities within
the hospitality and tourism sectors. She inspires learners
to pursue and secure learnerships and careers, both
locally and abroad, effectively demonstrating the lasting
impact of her teaching.

Ms Barendilla’s record of academic excellence is
exceptional. She has achieved a 100% National

Senior Certificate (NSC) pass rate in her subject for
an astounding 23 consecutive years, reflecting not
only her mastery of the subject but also her relentless
commitment to learner achievement. She celebrates
learner success through recognition programmes that
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build confidence, motivate excellence and cultivate a
strong sense of self belief.

Beyond the classroom, Ms Barendilla is a catalyst for
school improvement and community development.
She provides curriculum leadership, mentors novice
educators, supports colleagues and contributes
meaningfully to assessment management and strategic
planning. Her ability to overcome challenges with
creativity and determination sets her apart. Where
resources are limited, she creates opportunities. She
consistently turns obstacles into possibilities.

Ms Barendilla’s commitment to social responsibility
extends beyond the school gates. Through outreach
programmes supporting the elderly, children’s homes
and vulnerable communities, she instils compassion,
service and active citizenship in learners. By involving
parents in these initiatives, she strengthens community
partnerships and reinforces shared responsibility for
learner development.

Respected by learners, colleagues, parents and the
broader community, Ms Barendilla is a role model
whose integrity, humility, resilience and strong work
ethic inspire all who encounter her. She continues to
track and support learners beyond their school years,
demonstrating a lifelong investment in their success.

Guided by her personal mantra, “Every learner has
potential; it is my privilege to help them discover it”,
Ms Barendilla embodies the very essence of excellence
in education and is a truly deserving recipient of this
award.
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