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Ms Pheiffer lives with a conviction that she 
shares with every single child who enters 
her classroom, “Your education is the one 
thing no one can take credit for and the 
one thing no one can take away from you.” 
Ms Pheiffer’s path into teaching is deeply 
rooted in her own lived experience. Having 
grown up in an orphanage, her early life 
has shaped a profound understanding of 
vulnerability, equity and opportunity. 

What exemplifies Ms Pheiffer’s classroom 
is the meticulous way in which she 
safeguards, identifies and responds to 
individual learner’s needs. Her lessons are 
dynamic, active, deeply learner-centred, 
filled with scavenger hunts, mind mapping, 
storytelling, gallery walks, and play-based 
interventions designed to reach every 
learning style. Her most outstanding 
quality is her ability to craft meaningful, 
curriculum-aligned experiences within real 
resource constraints. 

When teaching abstract mathematical 
measurement, she brings out hula hoops, 
translating a complex concept into a hands-
on, physical activity. When tasked with 
teaching swimming techniques as part of 
the Life Skills curriculum, she refused to 

skip the lesson even though they did not 
have access to a pool. Instead, she devised  
a creative, resourceful approach that 
brought the curriculum to life! What was 
once an underutilised corner, became, 
through Ms Pheiffer’s vision, a thriving 
recycling station that promotes equal 
opportunity and active community 
participation.

Her commitment to inclusivity goes even 
deeper. Ms Pheiffer integrated South 
African Sign Language into her daily 
classroom routine as a structured “brain 
break”, building focus, memory, controlled 
transitions and a culture of true inclusion. 
She greets her learners in different 
languages to affirm their diverse cultures 
and uses her Room 13 “Golden Rule” to 
build peer discussion, conflict resolution 
and citizenship.

Ms Pheiffer is highly deserving of 
recognition and strong consideration for 
the NTA for the category Excellence in 
Primary School Teaching for her vision, 
determination and meaningful contribution 
to both environmental stewardship and 
social inclusion. 
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