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Ms Cindy Dreyer is an exemplary educator and subject 
head at Oudtshoorn School of Skills. Her career reflects 
an unwavering commitment to inclusive education, 
learner empowerment and pedagogical excellence. With 
extensive experience in special needs education and a 
qualification in Psychology, she brings both professional 
expertise and a deep understanding of the emotional, 
developmental and educational needs of learners with 
special needs.

Her practice is firmly grounded in the principles 
of Education White Paper 6 and the Screening, 
Identification, Assessment and Support (SIAS) Policy, 
ensuring that learners experiencing barriers to learning 
are not merely given access to education, but are 
supported to participate, achieve and develop towards 
meaningful, independent futures. Her guiding belief, 
“Never give up on your learners” is evident in every 
aspect of her work.

Mathematics is central to her teaching, which she 
makes accessible and relevant through differentiated, 
contextualised and learner-centred instruction. She 
provides multiple entry points into lessons and uses 
visual, verbal, kinaesthetic and experiential approaches 
to accommodate diverse learning profiles. Information 
and Communication Technology (ICT) tools, such as 
MCO, ZipGrade and Kahoot enhance engagement and 
provide immediate formative assessment. 

Her implementation of the SIAS Policy is exemplary. She 
develops and monitors Individual Support Plans, adapts 
interventions according to learner needs and works 
collaboratively with multidisciplinary support teams.

Ms Dreyer’s leadership extends strongly into community 
engagement and holistic learner development. Through 

home-visitation programmes, she has strengthened 
relationships between the school, families and the 
wider community, increasing parental involvement and 
support for vulnerable learners. She has coordinated 
environmental initiatives with the local municipality and 
Eco Club, while her role as Representative Council of 
Learners coordinator has enabled learners to participate 
meaningfully in community service, including a Nelson 
Mandela Day outreach at a local old-age home.

As the National School Nutrition Programme 
representative, she established a sustainable school 
garden in which learners participate actively, gaining 
practical skills in horticulture, entrepreneurship, 
sustainability and food security. She has also promoted 
arts and culture, supporting learners to showcase 
their talents through gumboot dancing at the Klein 
Karoo National Arts Festival. These opportunities 
build confidence, instil belonging and pride, while 
demonstrating that learner success extends beyond 
academic achievement.

Most significantly, Ms Dreyer’s impact can be measured 
through the lives of the learners she has supported. She 
walks alongside vulnerable learners through personal 
and educational challenges, providing mentorship, 
encouragement and practical guidance towards 
sustainable futures. 

Ms Cindy Dreyer embodies the highest ideals of the 
teaching profession. Through her inclusive pedagogy, 
compassionate leadership, innovative interventions, 
community partnerships and unwavering belief in every 
learner, she transforms barriers into opportunities and 
challenges into possibilities. 
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