Navrae
Enquiries CIRCUIT MANAGERS

PROVINSIALE ADMINISTRASIE WES-KAAP

IMibuzo

Telefoon Onderwysdepartement

Telephone

[Foni PROVINCIAL ADMINISTRATION WESTERN CAPE
Faks Education Department

Fax

IFeksi ULAWULO LWEPHONDO LENTSHONA KOLONI
Verwysing ISebe leMfundo

Reference 1/1/4/R

ISalathiso

CIRCULAR 0136/99

TO:

£

CHIEF DIRECTORS, DIRECTORS, AREA AND CIRCUIT MANAGERS AND PRINCIPALS OF
PUBLIC SCHOOLS AND INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS

PROHIBITION OF CORPORAL PUNISHMENT IN SCHOOLS

5.

It has come to the attention of the Western Cape Education Department (WCED) that
learners at some schools are still being subjected to one or other form of corporal
punishment.

In this regard the attention of principals is drawn to the fact that in terms of section 10(1)
of the South African Schools Act, 1996 (Act No. 84 of 1996), no person at a school may
mete out corporal punishment (in any form) to a learner. In terms of section 10(2) of the
aforementioned Act, any person who contravenes the prohibition of the meting out of
corporal punishment to a learner in a school is guilty of an offence, and liable on
conviction to a sentence which could be imposed for assault.

Principals are therefore requested to point out the seriousness of the matter to educators
and to warn them that the educator(s) concerned and/or the school could be charged
with a criminal offence by parents of learners. Educators at public schools who make
themselves guilty of meting out corporal punishment, should also note that in addition
they could be charged departmentally with misconduct by the WCED.

The contents of this circular must be brought to the attention of and be signed by all
concerned.

Your co-operation will be appreciated.
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OMSENDBRIEF 0136/99
AAN:

HOOFDIREKTEURE, DIREKTEURE, AREA- EN KRINGBESTUURDERS EN PRINSIPALE VAN
OPENBARE SKOLE EN ONAFHANKLIKE SKOLE

VERBOD OP LYFSTRAF IN SKOLE

1. Dit het onder die aandag van die Wes-Kaap Onderwysdepartement (WKOD) gekom dat
leerders by sommige skole steeds aan die een of ander vorm van lyfstraf onderwerp
word.

2. In hierdie verband word prinsipale se aandag daarop gevestig dat ingevolge artikel 10(1)
van die Suid-Afrikaanse Skolewet, 1996 (Wet No. 84 van 1996), geen persoon by ‘n
skool lyfstraf (in enige vorm) aan ‘n leerder mag toedien nie. Ingevolge artikel 10(2) van
voormelde Wet, is enige persoon wat die verbod op die toediening van lyfstraf aan ‘n
leerder in ‘n skool oortree, skuldig aan ‘n misdryf en by skuldigbevinding strafbaar met ‘n
vonnis wat vir aanranding opgelé kan word.

3. Prinsipale word derhalwe versoek om opvoeders te wys op die erns van die saak en
hulle te waarsku dat die betrokke opvoeder(s) en/of die skool deur ouers van leerders
van ‘n kriminele oortreding aangekla kan word. Opvoeders aan openbare skole wat hulle é
skuldig maak aan die toediening van lyfstraf moet verder daarop let dat hulle boonop
deur die WKOD departementeel van wangedrag aangekla kan word.

4. Geliewe die inhoud van hierdie omsendbrief onder die aandag van alle betrokkenes te
bring en hulle dit te laat parafeer.

5. U samewerking sal op prys gestel word.
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