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CIRCULAR NO. 0106/96 : REFERRAL PROCEDURES FOR PUPILS TO CENTRES
FCR THE SEVERELY MENTALLY DISABLED

The following procedures should be strictly adhered to when re-—
ferring a learner to a centre/school for the severely mentally
disabled:

1. Learners identified for possible referral to training
centres/schools are first identified in mainstream class-—
rooms by their teachers, by their parents who consult with
their medical practitioners, by pre-school teachers, etc.

2. A learner is recommended for assessment by his/her class
teacher. The principal of the school then requests the
school psychologist to do the assessment.

3. The report of the school psychologist's findings are forwar-
ded to the adviser at Head Office responsible for the
centres/schools for the severely mentally disabled for
his/her recommendation and possible referral. This
assessment can fall into the following 3 categories:

3.1. Learners with an I{Q result of below 30 are the
responsibility of the Department of Health.

3.2 Learners with IQ's of between 30 and 50 are recommended
for placement at SMH school/training centres by the
ELSEN adviser.

3.3 Learners with IQ's of 50 or higher, but who are mildly
mentally retarded, are referred to adaptation or
special classes in order to reach their maximum
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learning potential.

Because this is such a major decision regarding a learner's
future, the learner is referred to a centre/school for =a
probationary period of six months to a year. During this
period the suitability of the pupil to the training centre/
school programme, is finally decided so as to ensure appro-
priate placement. The learner is only on a temporary regis-
ter at the centre during this period.

The next step occurs when the adviser concerned visits the
centre/school to approve the placement of the learners on a
permanent admissions register.

Only learners up to the age of 18 years may be accommodated
at these centres/schools. Special permission from the
Western Cape Education Department must be obtained to retain
learners over the age of 18 on the programme.

Learners should not be indiscriminately referred to training
centres/schools as there could be underlying causes such as
milieu comstraints for their lack of progress at school.
They should be given adequate opportunity at mainstream
schools to prove that they really can or cannot cope with
the worklcad. They should not be referred to a centre after
only one unsuccessful year.

Kindly bring the contents of this circular to the attention
of all staff members.

Your co-operation in the above-mentioned matter will be
highly appreciated.
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OMSENDBRIEF 0106/96 : PROSEDURES VIR DIE VERWYSING VAN LEERLINGE
HA SENTRUMS/SKOLE VIR DIE VERSTANDELIK ERG GESTREMDES

Wanneer 'n leerder na 'n sentrum/skocl vir verstandelik erg ge-
stremdes verwys word, moet die volgende prosedures streng gevolg
word:

1. Leerders wat geidentifiseer word vir moontlike verwysing na
opleidingsentrums/-skole, word eers deur hul onderwysers in
hoofstroomskole geidentifiseer, deur hul ouers wat hul me-
diese praktisyns raadpleeqg, deur onderwysers in voorskoolse
inrigtings, emns.

2. 'n Leerder word deur sy/haar klasonderwyser vir svaluering
aanbeveel. Die skoolhoof verscek dan die skoolsielkundige om
die evaluering te doen.

3. Die verslag van die skoolsielkundige se bevindinge word ge-
stuur aan die adviseur by Hoofkantoor verantwoordelik vir
die sentrums/ skole vir verstandelik erg gestremdes vir
sy/haar aanbeveling en moontlike verwysing. Hierdie
evaluering kan die leerder in een van 3 kategorieg& plaas:

3.1 Leerders met 'n IK telling van onder 30 is die
verantwoordelikheid van die Departement van Gesondheid.
3.2 Leerders met IK's tussen 30 en 50 word aanbeveel vir
plasing by VEG skole/sentrums deur die OLSO-adviseur.
3.3 Leerders met IK's ho¥r as 50, en wat.slegs geringe
verstandelike gestremdheid toon, word na aanpassings-
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/spesiale klasse verwys sodat hulle hul maksimum
leerpotensiaal kan verwesenlik.

Aangesien hierdie besluit belangrik is ten opsigte van 'n
leerder se toekoms, word hy/sy vir 'n proefperiode van ses
maande na 'n sentrum/skocl verwys. .In hierdie periode word
die leerder se geskiktheid vir die program van die oplei-
dingsentrum/-skool finaal bepaal ten einde gepaste plasing
te verseker. Gedurende hierdie tyd word die leerder op 'n
tydelike register by die sentrum/skool geplaas.

Gedurende die volgende stap besoek die betrokke adviseur die
sentrum/ skool besoek om goedkeuring te verleen vir die pla-
sing van die leerders op 'm permanente toelatingsregister.

Slegs leerders tot op die cuderdom van 18 jaar mag by hier-
die sentrums/skole geakkommodeer word. Spesiale toestemming
moet van die Wes-Kaap Onderwys Departement verkry word om
leerders ouer as 18 jaar in die skecol/sentrum te laat
aanbly.

Leerders moet nie sonder meer na opleidingsentrums/-skole
verwys word nie, aangesien daar onderliggende oorsake soos
miskien geremdheid vir hul gebrekkige skoolvordering verant-
woordelik kan wees. Daar moet by hoofstroomskole voldoende
geleentheid vir leerders geskep word om te bewys dat hulle
werklik nie kan volhou met die werklading nie. Hulle moet
nie na slegs een onsuksesvolle jaar na 'n sentrum verwys
word nie.

Bring asseblief die inhoud wvan hierdie omsendbrief onder
alle persconeellede se aandag.

U samewerking ten opsigte van bogenoemde aangeleentheid sal
hoog op prys gestel word.
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