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APPROVAL OF A CHANGE IN SCHOOL PHASE DESIGNATION

On 12 March 1997 the Minister of Education approved a change
in school phase designation by replacing the current four
phase designation of Junior Primary, Senior Primary, Junior
Secondary and Senior Secondary, followed by tertiary
studies, with a new one comprising three bands, viz. General
Education and Training (Grades 1 - 9), Further Education and
Training (Grades 10 - 12) and Higher Education and Training
with a further refinement of the General Education and
Training Band into a Foundation Phase (Grades 1 - 3), an

Intermediate Phase (Grades 4 - 6) and a Senior Phase (Grades
7 - 9).

In future the Reception Year will be known as Grade R
(Reception) (rather than Grade 0).
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2. APPROVAL OF A CHANGE IN SCHOOLING LEVEL DESIGNATION: GRADES

INSTEAD OF STANDARDS
Owing to the interchangeable use of the terms Grades and
Standards, level designation is currently not being applied
uniformly. A continuation of this practice could create
confusion amongst pupils and parents, and in view of this
the Minister of Education approved a change in schooling
level designation, namely Grades instead of Standards as
from 1997.
OLD LEVEL DESIGNATION NEW LEVEL DESIGNATION

Grade 1/Sub A Grade 1

Grade 2/Sub B Grade 2

Standard 1 Grade 3

Standard 2 Grade 4

Standard 3 Grade 5

Standard 4 Grade 6

Standard 5 Grade 7

Standard 6 Grade 8

Standard 7 Grade 9

Standard 8 Grade 10

Standard 9 Grade 11

Standard 10 Grade 12

3. APPROVAL OF THE PHASING OUT OF LOWER GRADE INSTRUCTIONAL

OFFERINGS IN THE SENIOR SECONDARY PHASE OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS

In 1995 it was decided by the Interim Committee of Heads of
Education Departments (ICHED) to phase out the teaching of
instructional offerings on the Lower Grade in public
schools. The WCED started the process in 1995 and completed
it in March 1997. Lower Grade syllabuses are still
available in 1997 for learners in some ELSEN schools where
arrangements have already been made.
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There is, however, a restriction with regard to the
application of this revised requirement because the
programme requirements for the Senior Secondary phase as
contained in the current policy document, A résumé of
instructional programmes in public ordinary schools - NATED
02-550 (89/03), still make provision for converting results
of Standard Grade instructional offerings to results on the
Lower Grade, should a candidate not have obtained .the
required ©pass requirement in such Standard Grade
instructional offerings.

This concession creates serious problems for ordinary high
schools as, according to the above decision by ICHED,
instructional offerings on Lower Grade are no longer
allowed. Should candidates in Grades 10 or 11 fail
instructional offerings on the Standard Grade, the results
of the applicable instructional offerings may, according to
current national policy, be converted to results on the
Lower Grade to allow them to be promoted to the next Grade.

The implication is, however, that such candidates must
proceed with these converted instructional offerings on
Lower Grade in the next school Grade, although the school
curriculum for these Grades does not make provision for
Lower Grade instructional offerings for Grades 10 to 12.

In view of the aforementioned, the Minister of Education
approved on 12 March 1997 that the conversion of Standard -
Grade results to Lower Grade results in public schools be
terminated as follows: Grade 10 from 1997, Grade 11 from
1998 and Grade 12 from 1999.

These amendments are contained in the revised edition of the
policy document, A résumé of instructional programmes in
public schools - Report 550 (97/06).

APPROVAL OF URDU HIGHER GRADE, GRADES 10 - 12

On 12 March 1997 the Minister of Education approved the
syllabuses for Urdu Higher Grade, Grades 10 - 12, as
developed by the Ex-Department of Education and Culture:
House of Delegates and approved by the Committee of
University Principals (CUP) as national policy. It must be
noted that Urdu does not have official language status.
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1. GOEDKEURING VAN 'N WYSIGING IN DIE BENAMING VAN SKOOLFASES

Op 12 Maart 1997 het die Minister van Onderwys ‘n wysiging
in die benaming van skoolfases goedgekeur. Die bestaande
vierfasebenaming van Junior Primér, Senior Primér, Junior
Sekondér en Senior Sekondér, gevolg deur tersiére studie,
word vervang met ‘n driefasebenaming, naamlik Algemene
Onderwys en Opleiding (Grade 1 - 9), Verdere Onderwys en
Opleiding (Grade 10 - 12) en Ho&r Onderwys en Opleiding. 1In
die afdeling Algemene Onderwys en Opleiding word verder
onderskei tussen ’n Grondslagfase (Grade 1 - 3), ’n Inter-
mediére Fase (Grade 4 - 6) en ’n Senior Fase (Grade 7 - 9).

In die toekoms sal die Aanvangsjaar bekend staan as Graad R
< (i.p.v. Graad 0).
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GOEDKEURING VAN 'N WYSIGING IN DIE BENAMING VAN SKOOLVLAKKE :
GRADE IN PLAAS VAN STANDERDS

As gevolg van die verwisselbare gebruik van die terme Grade
en Standerds, is daar tans nie eenvormige gebruik wvan
skoolvlakbenamings nie en kan verwarring onder leerders en
ouers ontstaan. In die lig hiervan het die Minister van
Onderwys op 12 Maart 1997 ’‘n verandering in skoolvlak-
benaming, naamlik Grade in plaas van Standerds, vanaf 1997
goedgekeur.

OU SKOOLVLAKAANDUIDING l NUWE SKOOLVLAKAANDUIDING
Graad 1/Sub A Graad 1
Graad 2/Sub B Graad 2
Standerd 1 Graad 3
Standerd 2 Graad 4
Standerd 3 Graad 5
Standerd 4 Graad 6
Standerd 5 "Graad 7
Standerd 6 Graad 8
Standerd 7 Graad 9
Standerd 8 Graad 10
Standerd 9 Graad 11
Standerd 10 Graad 12

GOEDKEURING VAN DIE UITFASERING VAN LAERGRAADONDERRIG-
AANBIEDINGE IN DIE SENIOR SEKONDERE FASE VAN OPENBARE SKOLE

In 1995 het die Interim Komitee van Onderwysdepartements-
hoofde (IKODH) besluit om onderrigaanbiedinge op die
Laergraad in openbare skole uit te faseer. Daar is in 1995
met die uitfasering begin en in Maart 1997 het die WKOD dit
afgehandel. Laergraadsillabusse is egter nog steeds
beskikbaar vir leerders in enkele OLSO-skole waar finale
reg€lings vir 1997 reeds getref is.
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Daar is egter ‘n beperking op die toepassing van bogenocemde
besluit, aangesien die programvereistes wvir die Senior
Sekondére fase, soos vervat in die huidige beleidsdokument,
‘n Samevatting van onderrigprogramme in openbare gewone
skole - NASOP (02-550 (89/03), steeds voorsiening maak vir
die omskakeling van uitslae wvan Standaardgraadonderrig-
aanbiedinge tot uitslae in Laergraadonderrig-aanbiedinge in
gevalle waar ‘n kandidaat nie voldoen het aan die slaagver-
eistes in sodanige Standaardgraadonderrig-aanbiedinge nie.

Hierdie toegewing skep ernstige probleme vir gewone ho&r-
skole, aangesien in terme van bogenoemde IKODH~besluit,
onderrigaanbiedinge op Laergraad nie- langer toegelaat word
nie. Sou kandidate in Graad 10 of 11 “n onderrigaanbieding
op die Standaardgraad druip, kan die uitslae wvan die
betrokke onderrigaanbiedinge volgens huidige nasionale
beleid omgeskakel word na uitslae op Laergraad ten einde
sodanige kandidate toe te laat om na die volgende Graad
bevorder te word.

Die implikasie is egter dat hierdie kandidate in die
volgende Graad verplig is om die omgeskakelde onderrig-
aanbiedinge ook op die Laergraad aan te bied, hoewel die
skoolkurrikulum vir hierdie Grade nie voorsiening maak vir
Laergraadonderrig-aanbiedinge vir Grade 10 tot 12 nie.

In die 1lig van die voorafgaande het die Minister wvan
Onderwys op 12 Maart 1997 goedkeuring verleen dat die
omskakeling van Standaardgraad-uitslae na Laergraad-uitslae
in openbare skole soos volg be&indig word: Graad 10 van
1997, Graad 11 van 1998 en Graad 12 van 1999.

Hierdie wysigings is opgeneem in die hersiene weergawe van
die beleidsdokument: ‘n Samevatting van onderrigprogramme in
openbare skole - Verslag 550 (97/06).

4. GOEDKEURING VAN URDU HOER GRAAD, GRADE 10 - 12
Op 12 Maart 1997 het die Minister wvan Onderwys die
sillabusse vir Urdu Hoér Graad, Grade 10 - 12, soos
ontwikkel deur die voormalige Departement van Onderwys en
Kultuur: Raad van Afgevaardigdes, en goedgekeur deur die
Komitee van Universiteitshoofde (KUH), as nasionale beleid
goedgekeur. Dit moet egter daarop gelet word dat Urdu nie
ampteliketaalstatus het nie.
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