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Short summary:  Targeted vaccination campaign in schools to curb the spread of diseases and
protect learners.

Subject: Vaccination campaign in schools

1. As part of the Human Papillomavirus (HPV) campaign, the National Department of Health has
directed that Tetanus, Diphtheria and Pertussis (TDaP) vaccine boosters be administered to all
eligible learners (both boys and girls). This aims to:

(a) improve tetanus and diphtheria (Td) coverage;

(b) prevent diphtheria outbreaks;

(c) sustain school-based vaccination programmes; and

(d) contribute towards the elimination of tetanus and control of diphtheria and pertussis
(whooping cough).

2. 2025 HPV and TDaP vaccination campaign schedule
2.1 Round 1: 03 February-28 March 2025
(a) HPV vaccination shots for Grade 5 girls — with parental consent.

(b) TDaP catch-up shots for 6—12-year-olds who missed routine Td/TDaP vaccinations — with
parental consent.
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2.2 Round 2: 01 August-30 September 2025

(a) HPV catch-up shots for eligible girls, older than 9, in public, private, and special schools —
with parental consent.
(b) TDaP booster shots for Grade 5 boys and girls — with parental consent.

3. Implementation

The Td vaccine will be administered to é-12-year-old learners, while the HPV vaccine will
continue to be administered to eligible Grade 5 girls as part of the Integrated School Health
Programme.

4. Department of Health and Wellness (DOHW) healthcare teams will conduct vaccinations at
schools. Parental consent is required, and schools must distribute and collect signed consent
forms before vaccination dates. Schools are encouraged to use and distribute the DOHW
pamphlets on vaccine benefits and safety (attached as Annexure A and Annexure B and
provided in English, Afrikaans and Xhosa).

5. Contact provincial clinical programme manager, Mandy Weits, at
Mandy.Weits@westerncape.gov.za, should there be any queries.

6. Please bring the contents of this circular to the attention of all relevant personnel.
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