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Dear Grade 12 Candidate, 

Welcome to the Telematics Project!

The 2025 Grade 12 History Programme is designed to strengthen your understanding 
of key content while honing the essential knowledge and skills required to excel in your 
final History examinations.

This booklet brings together the content and skills taught in the classroom, providing 
you with a valuable resource.

The 2025 Telematics lessons will guide you through reading, analysing, and 
interpreting sources, while also helping you develop the skills necessary for effective 
essay writing.

HOW TO USE THIS BOOKLET

This booklet will focus on the following:

• There is a content mapping section. Use this as a guide to ensure that you 

have learned all the relevant sections of work. 

• In the activities there are hints to guide you along. 

• Make notes, draw pictures, and highlight important ideas! 

• Remember: this booklet was created to help you! 

2025 WORKBOOK │GRADE 12

Session Date Time SOURCE-BASED SECTION ESSAY SECTION

1 26 February 16:00 – 17:00 The Origin of the Cold War Vietnam

2 13 March 16.00 – 17.00 The Civil Rights Movement The Black Power Movement

3 19 May 16.00 – 17.00 Angola Congo

4 5 June 16.00 – 17.00 Internal Resistance
The Black Consciousness 

Movement

5 11 August 15.00 – 16.00
The Truth and Reconciliation 

Commission
The Road to Democracy
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SECTION A:

SOURCE-BASED QUESTIONS

PAPER 1

SECTION B:

ESSAY QUESTIONS

PAPER 1
1. The Cold War:

Question focus: Origins of the Cold War 

• The USSR and the USA and the creation of spheres of 

interest (Installation of Soviet-friendly governments in 

satellite states; USA's policy of containment; Truman 

Doctrine; Marshall Plan; the Berlin Crisis 1949–1961; 

Opposing military alliances: NATO and the Warsaw 

Pact

• Who was to blame for the Cold War?

1. Extension of the Cold War: Case Study: 

• Vietnam and the stages of the war

2. Independent Africa

Question focus: Africa in the Cold War

• Case study: Angola

2. Independent Africa

Question focus: Case Study on the Congo successes 

and challenges:

• Political, Economic , Social and Cultural factors

3. Civil society protests from the 1950s to the 1970s

Question focus:  

• Forms of protest through civil disobedience: Montgomery 

Bus Boycott; Sit-ins; Freedom Riders; campaigns and 

marches including Birmingham Campaign, the march to 

Lincoln Memorial, Freedom Summer and the Selma-

Montgomery marches

• School desegregation: case study Little Rock Arkansas 

(as part of forms of protests OR as a case study).

3. Civil society protests from the 1950s to the 1970s

Question focus: The Black Power Movement

• Reasons for the Black Power Movement

• Formation of the Black Panther Party

• Roles of Malcolm X, Stokely Carmichael, Huey 

Newton and other African American activists

• Short-term and long-term gains

SECTION A:

SOURCE-BASED QUESTIONS

PAPER 2

SECTION B:

ESSAY QUESTIONS

PAPER 2

1. Civil Resistance, 1970s to 1980s: South Africa

Question focus: The crisis of apartheid in the 1980s 

• Internal resistance to reforms

• Growing power of the Trade Union Movement from 

1973

• Response to Botha's 'reforms' – new methods of 

mobilisation (labour's 'rolling mass action', roles of 

civics, UDF, Mass Democratic Movement and End 

Conscription Campaign and Black Sash)

1. Civil Resistance, 1970s to 1980s: South Africa 

Question focus: The challenge of Black Consciousness 

to the apartheid state.

2. The coming of democracy to South Africa and coming to 

terms with the past

Question focus: The TRC

2. The coming of democracy to South Africa and 

coming to terms with the past

Question focus: Negotiated settlement and the GNU

3. The end of the Cold War and a new order 1989 to the 

present

Question focus: New World Order

• What is globalisation?

• South Africa's success in avoiding outright civil war and 

President Mandela's policy of reconciliation

• Responses to globalisation

3. The end of the Cold War and a new world order

Question focus: The end of the Cold War: The events 

of 1989 

• Gorbachev's reforms in the Soviet Union

• The disintegration of the Soviet Union

• Turning point in South Africa (the collapse of the 

Soviet Union and its impact on South Africa)
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LEVEL 1
1.Give reasons, from the source, why…

2.Quote… pieces of evidence / reasons from 

the source… 

3.What evidence in the source suggests…

4.Name / State /Mention… any 

countries/persons/powers/requests from the 

source…

5.According to the source, name…

6.Who, according to the source…

7.When, according to the source…

8.Why, according to the source…

9.What, according to the source…

10.Which… according to the source…

11.How, according to the source…

12.Identify in the source…

13.Give any…in the source…

14.List any… / Make a list of…in the source…

15.According to the source…

16.Define (in your own words)…

LEVEL 2

1.Comment on the 
slogan/significance/meaning/implication of 
the statement…

2.Comment on why…

3.Explain the term/concept…

4.In context of...explain the term/concept...

5.In context of…what is implied…

6.In context of…what conclusion can be 

drawn from the photo/cartoon regarding…

7.Explain why/how…

8.Explain the messages/meaning…

9.Explain what the cartoonist means 

with…

10.Why, do you think…

11.Why did the…

12.Use the information in the source and 

your own knowledge and comment on the 

statement…

13.Use the information in the source and 

your own knowledge, explain why…

14.To what does the statement refer…

15.What is meant with…

LEVEL 3

1. Comment on the usefulness of this 

source for a historian researching…

2. Explain the reliability of the source to a 

researcher studying the…

3. Comment on the limitations of this 

source for a historian researching…

4. Study Sources # and #. Explain how 

Source # differs from Source # 

regarding the…

5. Refer to Sources # and #. Explain how 

the evidence in Source # supports the 

information in Source # regarding

6. Using the information in the relevant 

sources and your own knowledge, write 

a paragraph of about EIGHT lines 

(about 80 words) explaining… [your 

key question must be inserted].
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The origins 
of the Cold 

War

Yalta & 
Potsdam 

conference

The 
Truman 
Doctrine

Marshall 
Plan

Berlin 
Blockade

Grouping 
of Powers 
(NATO & 
Warsaw 

Pact)

Berlin Wall
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SESSION 1: THE ORIGINS OF THE COLD WAR

CONCEPT DEFINITION

Cold war Ideological battle between capitalism and communism without getting involved 

in an actual war 

Communism
A doctrine/A policy/A system that advocates a classless society in which private 

ownership has been abolished and production/property belongs to the 

community

Capitalism
An economic system based on the private ownership of the means of 

production and distribution of goods, characterised by a free competitive market 

and motivated by profit

Iron curtain A symbolic border between the communist bloc and western European 

countries during the Cold War.

Containment
The policy of the USA to stop the spread of communism.

Truman doctrine Aid to countries fighting communism. Prevent communism from spreading into 

Europe.

Marshall plan A U.S. sponsored program after World War II to European countries that had 

been destroyed because of the war.

Berlin blockade
Russia prevented ALL transportation of goods/supplies from East to West.

The Berlin Wall
The Berlin Wall was built by the communist government of East Berlin in 1961. 

The wall separated East Berlin and West Berlin.  It was built to prevent people 

from fleeing East Berlin.
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Refer to the sources below and answer the questions.

QUESTION 1:   HOW DID THE BERLIN AIRLIFT CONTRIBUTE TO COLD WAR    

                                TENSIONS BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA (USA) AND THE            

                                SOVIET UNION (USSR) FROM 1948?

SOURCE:

The source below explains the USA’s intention to provide logistical support to the residents of Berlin.

SESSION 1: THE ORIGINS OF THE COLD WAR

On June 24, 1948, Soviet forces blockaded all road, rail, and water routes into 

Berlin’s Allied-controlled areas, stifling the vital flow of food, coal, and other 

supplies. Soviet troop numbers dwarfed those of the Allies, which had drawn 

down after the war, so there was little the Allies could do about it militarily.

But the Soviets couldn’t block Allied airspace, so U.S. and UK forces took to the 

skies to get supplies to the Allied sectors. On June 26, the U.S. launched 

Operation Vittles, which the U.K. later joined. It was the biggest aerial (in flight) 

resupply mission ever embarked upon. 

The airlift was a daunting (challenging) task at first. More than 2 million Berliners 

were relying on the aid, which included much-needed food, fuel, and medicine. 

Over time, though, it became more efficient, and the number of airdrops 

increased. At one point, Air Force and Navy planes were landing at Tempelhof 

Airport every 45 seconds.  

During the entire airlift, the U.S. and U.K. delivered more than 2.3 million tons of 

food, fuel, and supplies to West Berlin via more than 278,000 airdrops. American 

aircrews made more than 189,000 flights, totaling nearly 600,000 flying hours 

and exceeding 92 million miles.

While that crisis ended peacefully, the ideological division of Europe had just 

begun. By the end of the blockade, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization had 

been established, partially in response to Soviet aggression. A few weeks later, 

East and West Berlin officially separated, with each becoming a symbol of their 

Respective political views—democracy and freedom in the West versus 

communism in the East.

[From https://www.ndtahq.com/remembering-the-berlin-airlift/ Accessed on 1 

August 2023.] 

Guided Reading:

Read the source and highlight 

the answers to the 5W+H 

questions in the text.

Before Reading:

• What do you think this text 

will be about?

• What prior knowledge do 

you have related to this 

source?

During Reading:

• Who wrote this source?

• Who is this source about?

• What is the main idea of 

this source?

• What problems/conflicts 

are being mentioned in 

this source?

• When was this source 

written?

• Where do the events 

mentioned in the source 

occur?

• Why do you think this 

source was written?

• How do the events 

mentioned in the source 

take place?

Question 1.1.1

What, according to the source, 

prevented the Allies, from 

engaging in a military 

confrontation in Eastern 

Germany?

(1x1) (1)

Question 1.1.2

Use the information from the 

source and your own 

knowledge and explain why 

the USSR decided to end the 

blockade? 

(2x2) (4)

Question 1.1.3

Comment on the ideological 

division of Europe.

(1x2) (2)

Page 6 
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Forms of Civil 
Society 

Protests:

1950s – 1970s

School 
Desegregation

Greensboro 
Sit Ins

Alabama 
Freedom 

Rides

Birmingham 
Campaign

March To 
Lincoln 

Memorial

Freedom 
Summer

Selma-
Montgomery 

March

Montgomery 
March

CONCEPT DEFINITION

Civil Rights The right to equal treatment, to vote and to receive legal justice

Integration Closing the racial divide to give equal rights

Jim Crow Laws Segregation Laws that were enforced in the Southern States

Civil Rights movement
A protest campaign in USA aimed at gaining full civil rights for African 

Americans in the 1950s and 1960s

Segregation An act of separating people according to race

Desegregation Putting an end to racial segregation/divide 

Discrimination Violation of human rights according to gender, race and religion 

Civil Disobedience Peaceful protests of unjust laws

Passive Resistance
The non-violent protests initiated by Mahatma Gandhi and adopted by 

Martin Luther King Jr and other Civil rights activists

2025 WORKBOOK │GRADE 12
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Refer to the sources below and answer the questions.

QUESTION 3:   WHAT ROLE DID THE FREEDOM SUMMER CAMPAIGN OF 1964 PLAY IN  

                                ADVANCING THE RIGHTS OF AFRICAN AMERICANS LIVING IN THE UNITED  

                                STATES OF AMERICA (USA) IN THE 1960s?

SOURCE:

This source below is an extract highlighting the reasons for the formation of the Civil Rights Movement 
and the Mississippi Freedom Summer Project, Mississippi, USA, 1964.

The Civil Rights movement in the United States began as a response to 

widespread racial discrimination and unfair treatment. African Americans 

faced many challenges, such as limited access to education, jobs, and 

basic rights. Motivated by a desire for fairness and equality, activists took 

action to challenge the existing situation.

One important moment in this struggle was the start of the Freedom 

Summer in 1964. This project aimed to address unfair practices that 

prevented African Americans from voting in Mississippi, where racial 

discrimination was deeply rooted. Civil rights organizations and young 

activists, both black and white, joined forces to help African Americans 

register to vote and create schools for their empowerment.

However, the beginning of the Freedom Summer faced strong opposition. 

White supremacists and supporters of segregation responded with 

violence, including the tragic killings of three civil rights workers: James 

Chaney, Andrew Goodman, and Michael Schwerner. These terrible events 

reminded everyone of the dangers involved in fighting for equality.

Nonetheless, the sacrifices made during the Freedom Summer were not in 

vain. They reverberated beyond Mississippi, galvanizing (encouraging) a 

nationwide movement for civil rights. The tireless efforts of these brave 

individuals contributed to significant legal changes that dismantled 

segregation and paved the way for greater inclusivity.

[From Freedom Summer: The Savage Season That Made Mississippi Burn and Made 

America a Democracy by B. Watson]

SESSION 2: THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT

Question 3.1.1

Quote TWO pieces of evidence 

from the source that state the 

civil rights movement was a 

response to the experience of 

African Americans in the 

United States.

(2 x 1) (2)

Question 3.1.2

State the aim of the Freedom 

Summer campaign in 1964

(2 x 1) (2)

Question 3.1.3

Explain what is implied by the 

statement, 'These terrible 

events reminded everyone of 

the dangers involved in fighting 

for equality,’ in the context of 

the response to the Freedom 

Summer campaign.

(2 x 1) (2)

Before Reading:

• What do you think this text 

will be about?

• What prior knowledge do 

you have related to this 

source?

During Reading:

• Who wrote this source?

• Who is this source about?

• What is the main idea of 

this source?

• What problems/conflicts 

are being mentioned in 

this source?

• When was this source 

written?

• Where do the events 

mentioned in the source 

occur?

• Why do you think this 

source was written?

• How do the events 

mentioned in the source 

take place?

Page 8 
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SESSION 1 and 2: ESSAY WRITING

Advisory 
Role

❖Context

❖US military 
advisors

❖Gulf on 
Tonkin 
Incident 
(1964)

Physical 
Combat

❖ Operation 
Rolling Thunder

❖ Operation 
Ranch Hand

❖ Tet Offensive

❖ Growth of the 
anti-war 
movement (1965 
+ peaked in 
1968)

❖ Differing 
perspectives of 
the war 

Withdrawal 

❖ 1969 withdrawal 
of troops

❖ Vietnamisation

❖ Ceasefire (1973)

❖ 1975 Saigon 
(South Vietnam) 
falls to 
Communist North 
Vietnam

❖ Reflects poorly 
on the USA’s 
Cold War efforts 

The Black 
Power 

Movement 
[BPM]

The origins of 
the BPM

Philosophy of 
the Black 

Power 
Movement

The formation 
of the BPP 
(Stockley 

Carmichael 
and other 
activists)

Black Panther 
Party

Successes 
and 

Challenges of 
the Black 

Power 
Movement

Extension of the Cold War: Case Study: 

Vietnam and the stages of the war

Civil society protests from the 1950s to the 1970s

Question focus: Black Power Movement

Page 9 
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SESSION 1 and 2: ESSAY WRITING

DIFFERENT TYPES OF ESSAY QUESTIONS: 

C
ri

ti
c
a

lly
 d

is
c
u

s
s
…

What do you decide 
are the most 
important facts and 
justify/ defend/ 
substantiate how you 
came to this 
conclusion/ show 
advantages and 
disadvantages/ 
positives and 
negatives/ good and 
bad/ successes and 
failures? 

D
o

 y
o

u
 a

g
re

e
… A statement will be 

given/ provided. You 
are expected to 
choose one side and 
stick to it, hence 
agree/ disagree and 
provide evidence on 
why you do. 

T
o

 w
h

a
t 
e

x
te

n
t… State the degree to 

which something is 
true. This question 
calls for the full 
assessment of 
evidence. 

EXTENSION OF THE COLD WAR: VIETNAM WAR 

All the military might of the 

United States of America's army 

could not defeat a small nation 

of Vietnamese peasants.

Critically discuss this 

statement in the context of the 

military strategies that both the 

United States of America and 

the Vietcong used in Vietnam 

between 1963 and 1973. 

The withdrawal of soldiers from 

Vietnam signalled the defeat of 

the United States of

America's policy of containment.

Do you agree with the 

statement? Substantiate your 

answer using relevant evidence 

from the period 1965 to 1975.

Explain to what extent the 

tactics and strategies that the 

Viet Cong used against the 

United States of America's army 

were successful in containing 

the spread of capitalism in 

Vietnam between 1965 and 

1975. 

Use relevant evidence to 

support your line of argument.

THE BLACK POWER MOVEMENT

The Black Power Movement 

was concerned with the 

promotion of black power, 

instilling black pride and the 

development of self-respect 

among African Americans.

Critically discuss this 

statement using relevant 

evidence to support your line of 

argument.

The Black Power Movement 

was concerned with the 

promotion of black power, 

instilling black pride and the 

development of self-respect 

among African Americans. 

Do you agree with the 

statement?  Support your line 

of argument with relevant 

evidence.

Explain to what extent the 

ideas and actions of Malcolm X, 

Stokely Carmichael and the 

Black Panther Party gave 

African Americans a new sense 

of identity in the United States of 

America during the 1960s.

Page 10 
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INDEPENDENT 
AFRICA: 

CASE STUDY 
ANGOLA

How was Africa 
drawn into the 

Cold War?

Reasons for 
and nature of 
involvement 

in Angola

Significance of the 
Battle of Cuito 

Cuanavale (1987 
and 1988)

The changing 
nature of 

international 
relationships 

after 1989

CONCEPT DEFINITION

Cold War 
It was an ideological conflict between the USA and the Soviet Union, after 

World War 11 (not a direct fighting between superpowers).

Communism 

A political and economic system whereby the state takes full responsibility 

for its citizens. Centrally controlled economic and political system which is 

an alternative to capitalism.

Socialism 
The involvement of state in the economy. State takes  partial control of 

the means of production but allows for some private ownership.

Democracy
A political system in which all citizens are free to elect representatives to 

establish a multi-party government. 

Neo-colonialism

Africa with its rich resources enriched foreign powers in a one-sided 

relationship (exploitation)  which favoured the former colonial powers. 

African nations were given political independence but did not attain 

economic freedom. 

One-Party State 
System of government where only one political party is legally permitted 

to exist/function.

Dictatorship

An individual ruler who takes total control of all state power. Often results 

in the creation of a personality cult using security forces to eliminate all 

forms of opposition.

Civil War War between civilians within a country.

African Nationalism An intense commitment to liberate Africans from colonial rule.
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Refer to the sources below and answer the questions.

QUESTION 2:   HOW DID FOREIGN POWERS GET INVOLVED IN THE ANGOLAN CIVIL WAR 

                                    OF 1974?

SOURCE:

The source below explains how the FNLA and MPLA received military assistance from the USA and CUBA. It is 

an extract taken from a book by Victoria Britain. Britain is a journalist who was in Angola during the civil war.

The FNLA leader, Holden Roberto, had been on the CIA payroll since 

1961 with an annual stipend of $ 10 000 and was the brother-in-law of 

another of their clients, President Mobutu of Zaire. The FNLA had its 

base in Zaire and its military operation, such as they were against the 

Portuguese, were run from there. The American money and 

encouragement meant a substantial upgrading of its operations in 

1975 against the MPLA, its nominal partner in the transitional 

government.

Simultaneously the Americans also stepped-up support for UNITA, and 

throughout the year ambushes and assassinations of the MPLA by its 

two rivals destabilised the country and made a mockery of power-

sharing within the transitional government. And, most importantly, the 

Americans gave the nod to Pretoria to mount an ambitious military 

adventure over the Namibian border in support of two Angolan proxies.

On the MPLA side, a handful of Cuban instructors had indeed been 

with the guerillas since the early days of the liberation war in Cabinda, 

but it was the invasion of regular South African troops ten miles inside 

Southern Angola on 5 August 1975, followed by further waves on 14 

October and 23 October with armoured vehicles and artillery towards 

Luanda, which triggered the sending of  480 Cuban instructors who 

arrived in mid-October in three Cuban ships.

[From Death of Dignity, Angola’s Civil War by V. Britain] 

Guided Reading:

Read the source and highlight 

the answers to the 5W+H 

questions in the text.

Before Reading:

• What do you think this text 

will be about?

• What prior knowledge do 

you have related to this 

source?

During Reading:

• Who wrote this source?

• Who is this source about?

• What is the main idea of 

this source?

• What problems/conflicts 

are being mentioned in 

this source?

• When was this source 

written?

• Where do the events 

mentioned in the source 

occur?

• Why do you think this 

source was written?

• How do the events 

mentioned in the source 

take place?

Question 2.1.1

How, according to the source, 

did the USA support the 

FNLA?

(1x1) (1)

Question 2.1.2

Explain why Cuba sent military 

aid to Angola.

(1x2) (2)

Question 2.1.3

Comment on the usefulness of 

the source to determine how 

Cuba intervened in the 

Angolan civil war.

(2x2) (4)

SESSION 3: INDEPENDENT AFRICA: CASE STUDY ANGOLA

Page 12  
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INTERNAL 
RESISTANCE

Government 
attempts to 

reform 
apartheid

The 1982 
Urban Bantu 

Authorities Act

The Tricameral 
system

Internal 
resistance to 

reforms

Growing power 
of the trade 

union 
movement 
from 1973

Methods of 
Mobilisation

CONCEPT DEFINITION

Conscription Enforced military service.

Conscientious objector
Person who refuses to do military service because of moral and/or 

religious convictions.

Civics Community based organisations which fought for basic rights.

Mobilisation Assembling and preparing people for action.

State of Emergency
When laws are suspended, and the Police and Defence Force were 

given the power to arrest anyone believed to be a threat to the state.

Total Onslaught
PW Botha believed there was a communist inspired campaign to isolate 

South Africa to force it to accept black majority. 

Total Strategy
Botha’s policy to make minor reforms to apartheid system to repress all 

opposition.

Tri-cameral parliament
A government representing white, coloured and Indian [but not African] 

voters in the racially segregated houses.

Disinvestment

When international businesses/groups remove financial support from 

selected companies in order to promote certain behaviour and policy 

changes.

Sanctions

Punishments or rules designed to make people behave in a certain way. 

Financial sanctions against South Africa involved the banning of both 

investment and lending of money to the country.
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Refer to the sources below and answer the questions.

QUESTION 1:   HOW DID THE BLACK SASH ORGANISATION CHALLENGE THE APARTHEID   

                                    REGIME IN THE 1980s?

SOURCE:

The following source is a photograph of members of the Black Sash movement protesting against apartheid 

laws outside parliament during the 1980s.

Guided Reading:

Read the source and highlight 

the answers to the 5W+H 

questions in the text.

Before Reading:

• What do you think this 

photograph will be about?

• What prior knowledge do 

you have related to this 

source?

During Reading:

• Who captured this source?

• Who is this source about?

• What is the main idea of 

this source?

• What problems/conflicts 

are being suggested in 

this source?

• When was this source 

captured?

• Where do the events of 

this source occur?

• Why do you think this 

source was captured?

• How do the events 

depicted in the source 

take place?

Question 1.2.1

Why do you think this photograph was taken 

at a protest in the 1980s?

(2x2) (4)

Question 1.2.2

Explain the implications of the words, ‘DEFIANCE IS 

THE RIGHT TO PEACEFUL PROTEST’ on the 

banner in the context of the struggle for equality in 

South Africa..

(1x2) (2)

SESSION 4: The crisis of Apartheid in the 1980s: 
                     Internal Resistance 

UNBAN RESTRICTED

ORGANISATIONS

[From https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=nFIu9Phv&id=4B30ED Accessed on 20 January 2024.]

Page 14  
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SESSION 3 and 4: ESSAY WRITING

Independent Africa: Case Study on the Congo

Civil Resistance, 1970s to 1980s: The challenge of Black 
Consciousness to the apartheid state.

Background: 
Steve Biko and the 

BC Philosophy

Nature/Philosophy 
and aims of the 

Black 
Consciousness

Steve Biko and other 
leaders broke away 
from NUSAS and 

formed SASO 

Mobilisation of various 
organisations 

[NUSAS, SASO, 
SASM]

Mobilisation of 
workers (BAWU & 

SASO)

Mobilisation of 
community work 

(Zanempilo 
Community Centre) 

The 1976 Soweto 
Uprising: Briefly, 

relating to the BCM on 
the students

The legacy of the 
BC on South 

African politics

The 
Congo

What were 
the ideas 

that 
influenced 

the Congo?

Political 
factors

Economic 
factors

Social & 
cultural 
factors

Page 15 
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SESSION 3 and 4: ESSAY WRITING

DIFFERENT TYPES OF ESSAY QUESTIONS: 

C
ri

ti
c
a

lly
 d

is
c
u

s
s
…

What do you decide 
are the most 
important facts and 
justify/ defend/ 
substantiate how you 
came to this 
conclusion/ show 
advantages and 
disadvantages/ 
positives and 
negatives/ good and 
bad/ successes and 
failures? 

D
o

 y
o

u
 a

g
re

e
… A statement will be 

given/ provided. You 
are expected to 
choose one side and 
stick to it, hence 
agree/ disagree and 
provide evidence on 
why you do. 

T
o

 w
h

a
t 
e

x
te

n
t… State the degree to 

which something is 
true. This question 
calls for the full 
assessment of 
evidence. 

Independent Africa: Case Study on the Congo

Critically discuss the 

successes and failures of 

Mobutu Sese Seko’s political, 

economic and social policies on 

the development of independent 

Congo. 

The policy of Zaireanisation 

failed to improve the economy of 

the Congo after independence 

was achieved.

 

Do you agree? Support your 

line of argument with relevant 

evidence.

Explain to what extent the 

leadership of Mobutu Sese Seko 

impacted on the political and 

economic development of the 

Congo after attaining 

independence. 

Civil Resistance, 1970s to 1980s: The challenge of Black 
Consciousness to the apartheid state.

Critically discuss how Steve 

Biko and the philosophy of Black 

Consciousness played a major 

role in mobilizing black South 

Africans against the Apartheid 

regime during the 1970s

Use relevant evidence to 

support your line of argument

`Steve Biko and the philosophy 

of Black Consciousness had 

played a major role in mobilizing 

black South Africans against the 

Apartheid regime during the 

1970s` 

Do you agree with this 

statement? Use relevant 

evidence to support your line of 

argument

Explain to what extent Steve 

Biko and Black Consciousness 

played a significant role in 

mobilising black South Africans 

against the Apartheid regime 

during the 1970s. 

Support your line of argument 

with relevant evidence
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CONCEPT DEFINITION

Reparations/ Compensation Payment to someone who has suffered a loss.

Pardon
Offer forgiveness for political crimes committed during the 

apartheid era.

Amnesty
Official pardon or forgiveness granted to those guilty of human 

rights offences committed during apartheid.

Reconciliation
Bringing together former enemies in a manner that promotes 

forgiveness and healing.

Perpetrators Wrong doers/ people who committed the crimes

Restorative justice

A form of justice that is about healing and reconciliation (not 

about punishment or revenge) between the victim and 

perpetrator. The intention was to help South Africa move into the 

future as one nation [This was the approach adopted by the 

TRC.]

Retributive justice

A form of justice that seeks revenge - based on the phrase ‘an 

eye for an eye’.

[This approach was NOT adopted by the TRC.]

SESSION 5: The coming of democracy to South Africa and   
                      coming to terms with the past: The TRC

The Truth and 
Reconciliation 
Commission

Reasons for 
the TRC 
hearings

Focus on 
various case 

studies of 
victims and 
perpetrators

The debates 
concerning 

the TRC

Positive 
aspects of 
the TRC

Amnesty – 
focus on 

human rights 
of the 1980s 

& 
Reparations

Responses 
of political 

parties to the 
TRC and the 
final report 
of the TRC
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Refer to the sources below and answer the questions.

QUESTION 2:   HOW DID THE TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION (TRC) DEAL WITH 

                                    REPARATIONS OF THE VICTIMS OF  HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS?

SOURCE:

The following cartoon by Zapiro appeared in the Sowetan Newspaper on 29 October 1998. It evaluates the work 

of the TRC. 

Question 2.4.1

Explain the meaning of words, 'We’re closed 

indefinitely…You’ll be served by the next 

window…’, regarding the TRCs implementation of 

reparations.

(2x2) (4)

Question 2.4.2

Using the information in the source, comment 

on how the cartoonist depicts the government’s 

attitude towards the reparations process.

(1x2) (2)

SESSION 5: The coming of democracy to South Africa and   
                      coming to terms with the past: The TRC

[From: https://www.google.com/search?q=zapiro+cartoons+on+reparations.]

Government

RECOMMENDED BY THE TRC FOR APARTHEID-ERA ATROCITIES

Guided Reading:

Read the source and highlight 

the answers to the 5W+H 

questions in the text.

Before Reading:

• What do you think this 

cartoon will be about?

• What prior knowledge do 

you have related to this 

source?

During Reading:

• Who drew this source?

• Who is this source about?

• What is the main idea of 

this source?

• What problems/conflicts 

are being suggested in 

this source?

• When was this source 

drawn?

• Where do the events of 

this source occur?

• Why do you think this 

source was drawn?

• How do the events 

depicted in the source 

take place?
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SESSION 5: ESSAY WRITING

Negotiated settlement and the government of national unity

The coming 
of democracy 

to South 
Africa

Beginning of 
negotiations 
1990 – 1991

Breakdown of 
negotiations

Multi-party 
negotiation 

process 
resumes

Ongoing 
violence

Final road to 
democracy 

1994 (27 April 
1994 election, 

the 
government of 
national unity 

[GNU])
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SESSION 5: ESSAY WRITING

DIFFERENT TYPES OF ESSAY QUESTIONS: 

C
ri

ti
c
a

lly
 d

is
c
u

s
s
…

What do you decide 
are the most 
important facts and 
justify/ defend/ 
substantiate how you 
came to this 
conclusion/ show 
advantages and 
disadvantages/ 
positives and 
negatives/ good and 
bad/ successes and 
failures? 

D
o

 y
o

u
 a

g
re

e
… A statement will be 

given/ provided. You 
are expected to 
choose one side and 
stick to it, hence 
agree/ disagree and 
provide evidence on 
why you do. 

T
o

 w
h

a
t 
e

x
te

n
t… State the degree to 

which something is 
true. This question 
calls for the full 
assessment of 
evidence. 

The coming of democracy to South Africa and coming to 

terms with the past

The process of negotiations 

among various political 

parties played a significant 

role in the establishment of 

a democratic South Africa 

in 1994.

Critically discuss this 

statement. Use relevant 

evidence to support your 

line of argument.

Nelson Rohilahla Mandela, 

'The Father of the Nation', 

was singlehandedly 

responsible for the birth of a 

free and democratic South 

Africa in 1994. 

Do you agree with this 

statement? Substantiate 

your line of argument by 

using relevant evidence. 

Explain to what extent 

commitment and 

compromise played key 

roles in sustaining the 

negotiation process that 

ultimately led to a new 

democratic Republic of 

South Africa in 1994.
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