
Every year on 27 April, South Africans commemorate 
the first non-racial election that took place in 1994. 
We celebrate the liberation of people of colour from 
many years of political oppression. This day, now over a 
quarter of a century ago, democracy became a reality 
when Tata Madiba cast his first vote. This was probably 
the most significant milestone in moving our country 
towards equality and freedom for all. 

YOUR FREEDOM DAY CHECKLIST:

Robben Island:  It is famous for the detention 
of Nelson Mandela and was declared a World 
Heritage Site by UNESCO in 1999. Find out more 
about this incredible site and its relevance in South 
African history.

Iziko Museums of South Africa: You and 
your loved ones can explore a range of museums, 
exhibitions, talk shows and much more, for free, at 
the Iziko Museums of South Africa. Click here for 
more information.

The Apartheid Museum and Soweto: 
Soweto is a township with the biggest black urban 
settlement in South Africa. Discover the history of 
this iconic township. 

Be on the lookout for the reopening of the 
Apartheid Museum in Johannesburg, currently 
closed due to COVID-19. 

Nelson Mandela Capture Site: Located just 
outside Howick, KwaZulu-Natal; this site is an 
interactive area that details the capture of Nelson 
Mandela. On your visit to this site, you will also get 
to see the iconic landmark sculpture of Nelson 
Mandela’s face. 

Let us celebrate the victories

While many may remember the events of this pivotal day in our history, it’s also important that its significance 
is taught to those who don’t. To help you get started and inspired, visit www.sahistory.org.za and learn 
more about Freedom Day and South African history.

Have you read Nelson Mandela’s autobiography yet? A Long 
Walk to Freedom takes you on Nelson Mandela’s journey and 
the sacrifices that were made to win the battle against 
inequality in South Africa.

If you’re not big on reading, grab some popcorn because it's 
movie time. Here are a few of the many movies you can watch 
and enjoy: Mandela: Long Walk to Freedom, Winnie Mandela or 
Cry, the Beloved Country.

Places to go:

Things to see or read

HOW YOU CAN 
BE PART OF OUR
QUEST FOR FREEDOM

LET US KEEP UP THE GOOD FIGHT
We cannot celebrate this day without 
remembering two things:

•   Freedom came at a great cost, and      
    remembering the loss and struggle, can help     
    inspire us to keep up the fight so we can   
    have true freedom and equality for all.

•   Although 1994 marked a turning point in the      
    nation's future, we still have a long way to go.    
    If you know of anyone who is committing 
    unethical acts, abusing their freedom and   
    power or acting in discriminatory ways,     
    speak up. Every voice matters – not just the  
    voices of those who lead the way. 

Complaint form

Lodge a complaint with the South African Human Rights Commission (SAHRC).

Email complaints@sahrc.org.za.
Call the SAHRC fraud hotline on 0800 701 701

Education department toll free: 
0800 111 011 

Send a USSD to:  
*134*664*38#

Email: 
wcged@mhg.co.za

Let us stay mindful of caring for 
one another and ourselves
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WHAT IS FREEDOM DAY ABOUT?

https://www.sahistory.org.za
https://www.iziko.org.za
https://www.sahrc.org.za/index.php/what-we-do/lodge-complaints
mailto:complaints@sahrc.org.za
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