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Dear Grade 12 Learner  
 
The Telematics Teaching Project stems from cooperation between the Western 
Cape Education Department and the Stellenbosch University.  
 
To be able to have success at the end of the year it will be very important to keep 
on learning and applying the prescribed key concepts/processes and process 
skills in the different knowledge areas throughout the year. Make sure that you 
are able to analyse and interpret geography related concepts in newspapers and 
magazines to the concepts and content you have discussed in the classroom. In 
addition, spend at least a few hours per week studying / reading / making 
summaries about the four components in the theory section and attempt to 
integrate it with the mapwork section.  
 
This resource pack includes the following:  
 
Theory: Notes and mind maps of the lessons that will be broadcasted. This is a 
good summary of your class notes regarding Economic Geography of South 
Africa. This will help you with your examination preparation. You will have to 
work with the presenter during the broadcast to complete these mind maps.  
 
Mapwork: An integrated approach is followed, where possible.  
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ECONOMIC GEOGRAPHY OF SOUTH AFRICA 
 
 

 

Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 
The total value of goods and services produced in one year within the 
borders of South Africa. 
Gross National Product (GNP) 
The total value of goods and services produced by the permanent 
citizens of a country in one year even if they work or live in another 
country 

 
 
1 ECONOMIC SECTORS 

Key question: Define Primary, secondary, tertiary activities 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contribution per sector to the country’s gross domestic product 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SECONDARY ACTIVITIES 
Processing and manufacturing of primary materials 

PRIMARY ACTIVITIES 
Extraction and exploitation of raw materials 

TERTIARY ACTIVITIES 
Provides services to the consumer 

QUARTERNARY ACTIVITIES 
High level expertise, eg research, information 

ECONOMIC 
SECTORS 

TRADITIONALLY 
• Economy rooted in 

primary sectors. 
• Wealth of minerals 
• Favourable agricultural 

conditions. 
 
 
 
 

EARLY 1990s 
• Economy driven by 

tertiary sector. 
• Focus on wholesale, 

tourism and 
communications. 
 
 
 
 
 

TODAY 
• Knowledge-based 

economy. 
• Greater focus on 

technology, financial 
services, e-commerce 
 
 
 
 

The key sectors that contribute to the GDP are manufacturing, wholesale and retail trade, 
financial services, transport, mining, agriculture and tourism 
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You must be in a position to answer a data handling question. Expect a 
question where you will have to read and interpret graphs and statistics  

 
  The graph below shows the contribution to the GDP of South Africa in 2017 

 
 
1 Define GDP. 
 
2 Give an example of each of the following. Give a reason for your answer: 
2.1 Primary activity 
2.2 Secondary activity 
2.3 Tertiary activity 
 
3 What percentage did trade contribute to the GDP of South Africa in 2017? 
 
4 Which of the sectors, mining or trade was the largest contributor to the GDP of South 

Africa in 2020?  
 
5 With regard to the graph, do you think that South Africa is a developing country? Give 

two reasons for your answer. 
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2 AGRICULTURE 
 
 Key questions: 

• Discuss the favourable factors that impact on agriculture in South Africa 
• Discuss the unfavourable factors that impact on agriculture in South Africa 
• What is food security? 
• Why do people not have enough food security? 
• What measures could prevent food insecurity? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 MINING 
 
Key questions: 

• Discuss the favourable factors that impact on mining in South Africa 
• Discuss the unfavourable factors that impact on mining in South Africa 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.4 SECONDARY SECTOR  
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FAVOURABLE FACTORS 
• High demand for products 
• Fertile floodplains 
• High summer temperatures 

help crops grow 
• Availability of labour 

UNFAVOURABLE FACTORS 
• Low rainfall 
• Soil erosion 
• Natural disasters – droughts 
• Subsistence farming 
• Pests decrease production 

FOOD SECURITY 

DEFINITION 
When all people have 
enough food to sustain a 
healthy lifestyle  

HINDERING FATORS 
• Lack of fertile land 
• Natural disaster – droughts 
• Poverty 
• Subsistence farming 

MEASURES 
• Prevent soil erosion 
• Efficient ways of storing food 
• Reduce water wastage 
 

FAVOURABLE FACTORS 
• SA has different minerals 
• Lots of unskilled labour 
• Benefits from foreign skilled 

miners 
• Many countries invested money 

in our mines 
• Well-developed infrastructure 

UNFAVOURABLE FACTORS 
• High underground 

temperatures 
• High costs in training of miners 
• Mine worker strikes 
• Large distances between mines 

and harbours 
• Water shortages 
• Mining is a dangerous activity 
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4 SECONDARY SECTOR 
 

4.1 Factors affecting the location of an industry 
 

 
 

NB Application – Paper 2.  Write the factors in the blocks that influenced the 
location of the industries on the topographic map 
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Discuss the factorsthat influenced the location of the industries on the 
topographic map of Paarl. 

 

 
 

FACTOR DISCUSSION 
Flat area  

 
Power  

 
Water  

 
Transport  

 
Labour  

 
Raw material  

 
Market  
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4.2 Main industrial regions in South Africa  
 
For the NSC November 2020 examinations the TWO industrial regions that will be 
examined are the PWV (Gauteng) and Port Elizabeth-Uitenhage (Nelson Mandela 
Metropole). [It is still required to know the location of all FOUR industrial regions.]  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PWV OR GAUTENG 
Factors of location 
• In Gauteng most important industrial 

region 
• Largest industrial region in South Africa 
• Large markets 
• Plenty skilled and unskilled labour 
• Many different kinds of raw material 
• Well-developed transport routes 
• Access to money 
Kinds if industries 
• Chemical  
• Iron and steel 
• Motor vehicles 
• Machinery 

PORT ELIZABETH-UITENHAGE 
Factors of location 
• Access to shipping port 
• Historical reasons 
• Plenty skilled and unskilled labour 
• Availability of farming products 
Kinds if industries 
• Motor vehicle factories 
• Industries relating to fruit, sheep and 

cattle 
• Leather goods factories 

SOUTHWESTERN CAPE 
Factors of location 
• Cape Town harbour 
• Historical reasons 
• Plenty skilled and unskilled labour 
• Availability of farming products 
Kinds if industries 
• Food canning  
• Fish canning and packing 
• Wine making 
• Textiles, clothing and footwear 

DURBAN-PINETOWN 
Factors of location 
• Durban harbour largest and busiest 
• Large labour force 
• Many different raw materials 
• Well-developed transport routes 
• Good water supply 
Kinds if industries 
• Chemical  
• Food processing 
• Sugar refining 
• Motor manufacturing 
• Oil refining 

 Key questions 
• Discuss unfavourable 

factors of four industrial 
regions. 

• Discuss favourable factors 
of four industrial regions. 

• Name the industries 
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Study the industrial regions with the factors influencing the location of industries in 
mind.  
 

FACTOR PWV PE-UITENHAGE 
Transport 
 

Well developed transport routes Shipping port 

Raw material 
 

  

Labour 
 

  

Power 
 

  

Market 
 

  

Water 
 

  

Other 
 

  

Complete the table and you will be able to study it much easier. 
 
 
5 INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT ZONES AND SPACIAL DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVES 
 

IDZ 
For the NSC November 2020 examinations the IDZ that will be examined is the 
Saldanha Bay IDZ.  
[It is still required to know the location of all the IDZs.]  

 
SDI 
For the NSC November 2020 examinations the TWO SDIs that will be examined 
are the Platinum SDI and the Richards Bay SDI.  
[It is still required to know the location of all the SDIs.]  

 
 
What are the industrial development zones (Definition)? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What are the spatial development initiatives (Definition)? 
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Write the names of the SDIs in the blocks on the map below. Platinum SDI, Richards 
Bay SDI and Saldanha Bay IDZ prescribed for 2020 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NB  An examination regarding the positive impact of the SDI and IDZ on the 

surrounding area is very popular.  Consider the following: 
• Creates employment 
• Earning potential increases 
• Buying power of locals increases 
• Poverty reduced 
• Accessibility to more and better services 
• Standard of living improves 
• Access to better infrastructure 
• Skills uplifted 
• Research and entrepreneurial development 
• Impact on tourism 
• Reduces rural-urban migration 

 
 

The platinum SDI spans the central section of the only coast to coast development corridor in 
Africa. The East-West corridor runs from Maputo on the east coast to Walvis Bay on the west 
coast. The area is well known for its mineral resources and offers a number of new mining 
opportunities. This includes the platinum group of minerals like gold, diamonds, slate and nickel.           

The Richards Bay SDI is located in 
Kwazulu-Natal. It is the largest single coal 
handling facility in the world. It is the 
world’s largest aluminum producer and is a 
leading manufacturer of heavy machinery. 

Located on the west coast, close to Cape 
Town. Industries: Renewable energy 
production, an oil and gas industry, 
maritime ship building and repair, as well as 
steel and minerals production. 
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6 INFORMAL SECTOR  
 

Key questions: 
• Define informal sector. 
• Describe the characteristics of the informal sector. 
• Why so many people in the informal sector? 
• Challenges people face in the informal sector. 
• What can be done to improve the informal sector? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DEFINITION 
• People not employed in the formal 

sector 
• Hawkers, parking guards, casual 

labourers 
• Not registered, do not pay tax 

CHARACTERSITICS 
• Workers are self-employed 
• Casual labour 
• Semi-skilled and unskilled workers 

IMPORTANCE 
• Provides income 
• Decreases unemployment 
• Lower prices for goods 
• People develop entrepreneurial 

skills 

PROBLEMS/CHALLENGES 
• Harassed by local authorities 
• No access to proper trading 

facilities 
• Exposed to the weather 
• Do not get loans from banks 
• Unreliable income 

HOW IMPROVED? 
• Local authorities can provide 

specific areas for trading 
• Can provide infrastructure such 

as hawker stalls 
• Access to bank loans. 


