THEME 2 ESTUARIES OF THE WESTERN CAPE

Estuaries form the interface between land, rivers and sea, and are an integral part of the coastal system. Estuaries are valuable assets providing essential ecosystem

services, such as nursery functions to coastal fisheries, freshwater flows to the marine environment, replenishment of nutrients and organic material to coastal habitats,
orotection from floods and storm surges, carbon sequestration and safe bathing areas (NBA 2011).

The Western Cape Province has 56 estuaries within its boundaries, from the Sout estuary on the West Coast of the province to the Bloukrans estuary on the south east
coast of the province (Figure 1to Figure 4).
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Mining activities and climate change manifestations were identified as indicators to assess the pressures exerted on estuaries. Currently there are four G
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licensed salt mines located with the EFZ of an estuary in the Western Cape (Figure 5). All four have approved Environmental Management Plans. However,
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change have a significant influence on the structure and function of estuaries (van Niekerk, 2017) due to rainfall and temperature variations and include:
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Determining the benthic community index provides environmental managers with a simple tool for assessing the health of benthic macro-invertebrate
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A number of responses are being implemented to ensure the effective management of estuaries. Estuarine Management Plans (EMPs) are in the process A A
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5% of EWR assessments have been signed off and implemented

It is unknown whether these EWR’s are achieving required protocols
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Figure 5: Licensed salt works in the Western Cape Figure 6: Estuaries experiencing artificial mouth manipulation
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For more information and tips visit www.westerncape.gov.za/eadp/environmental-sustainability/biodiversity-and-coastal-management



