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This report is a Summit Summary / Key Take-out Report from the Sustainable 

Settlements Innovation Summit (SSIS) hosted by the Directorate: Sustainability, 

Department of Environmental Affairs and Development Planning on 

12 November 2018.  

SSIS 2018: Western Cape: Future Re-imagined 

The theme of the 2018 Sustainable Settlements Innovation Summit (SSIS) – Western 

Cape: Future Re-imagined was aimed to speak directly to Provincial Strategic Goal 4 

by tackling resource efficiency, provincial resource risks and creating and 

maintaining well-being for all. The theme was synthesised with the Western Cape 

State of the Environment outlook, and the strategic priorities that are currently 

underway and further strategic priorities needed to bring transversal connection and 

responses to a number of pressing provincial concerns. In support of the above, the 

SSIS was designed around three key sub-themes:  

 Creating future inclusive communities 

 Enabling resilient ecosystems 

 When waste is not waste anymore 
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These three sub-themes were designed to elicit and encourage discussions and 

collaborations that would arise in deeper understanding, ideas and actions for 

responding to environmental change, supporting of a sustainable built environment 

and infrastructure, to strengthen ecosystem services, to curb the waste of resources 

and to drive cross-sector change.    

Co-creating sustainability solutions 

Co-creating sustainability solutions must be founded on a foundation of 

collaboration and active engagement. The SSIS 2018 actively set out to call 

roleplayers forward – to initiate and have these collaborative and interactive 

thought and discussion sessions.  

Provincial shared concerns and efforts  

Across the Western Cape province, a number of key socio-economic and 

environmental concerns are shared. What makes for a dynamic opportunity is the 

casual interaction between many of these concerns – as was illustrated by the 

“Drivers” and “Pressures” of change depicted in the State of the Environment 

Outlook Report (SoEOR 2018) framework. A highlight of our collective concerns 

include: 

 Climate change risks for the province 

 Inclusivity of settlements  

 On-going socio-economic disparity 

 Environmental degradation and habitat loss 

 Weakening of ecological systems 

 Air quality 

 Waste management 

 Land use challenges and conflict 

 Resource shortages and crisis 

Collective goals 

Our collective goal is to address 

these transversal concerns, and 

to prominently position the 

Western Cape as responding 

positively to the seventeen UN 

Sustainable Development 

Goals. As of current, it is 

estimated that South Africa is 

only making progress in three of 

the SDGs, namely Gender 

Equality, Sustainable Cities and 

Communities, and Partnerships 

for the Goals (SDG Index & 

Dashboards, 2017).  SSIS 2018 
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again highlighted that although faced with many challenges, these are equally met 

with opportunities and these opportunities can be crafted to directly address the 

seventeen SDGs, across spheres of government and other role players, for a more 

sustainable future Western Cape.  

SSIS 2018: an interactive summit 

 

SSIS 2018 intended an interactive one-day workshop-style event structured around 

facilitated activities. Participants worked together to explore the current state of the 

environment trends, barriers to change and delved together into the solutions that 

are needed, some being future-orientated and others being relatively small 

changes at grassroot level but with expected maximum impact.  

Engagement and interaction are seen as key tools in  It is an opportunity to engage 

in particular on declining trends and develop outcomes that would be suitable to 

vitally inform the next provincial planning cycle. As such, design led workshop style 

breakaway sessions were developed for facilitated engagement. 

What follows is a brief summary of the state of the environment overview, reflections 

from summit keynotes which framed with summit engagements, as well as a 

summarised overview three respective breakaway sessions.  

Reflecting on the current state: Global 
The ‘doughnut model’ (Figure 1  b e l ow )  shows a way of thinking about 

sustainability that takes our planet’s finite resources into consideration. Human 

activities must respect the processing capacity of earth’s natural systems. At the 

same time, we strive to meet basic human needs - the “social foundation” - to 

ensure quality of life to all. Sustainability is about finding a way to remain within 

the environmental ceiling whilst meeting social foundation requirements. It was 

during the last decade: planetary boundaries were formally defined and most 

notably by Stockholm Resilience Centre. 

The vision of the doughnut model is that all of humanity should live within the ‘safe 

operating space’ – preventing the destabilisation of our environmental systems.  

Boundaries are complex to define, but many studies indicate that globally have 

already exceeded the environmental ceiling for environmental systems of climate 

change, nitrogen cycle, land conversion and biodiversity loss on a global scale. On 

the social end, none of the social targets are yet fully within the safe space. 
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The challenge for humanity is 

this: finding new ways to 

remain within the finite 

environmental resource base 

while meeting social and 

economic requirements – 

living within the ‘doughnut’ 

space.  

As part of understanding our 

“current state of” we need to 

review where we are 

standing in relation to these 

boundaries, more recently 

captured in the Sustainable 

Development Goals.  

Figure 1: Planetary Boundaries. Reference: Global performance in terms of 

environmental planetary boundaries (Raworth, 2017) 

The latest climate change data must be added to this scenario of global overshoot 

and specific details of environmental decline: 

Although the Western Cape greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions remained unchanged 

during the period 2014-17, the international call for action is clear: global emissions 

have to be halved by 2030 and global net zero CO2 must be achieved at latest 2050 

as even the ‘best-case’ scenario of climate change hold significant concerns for 

man and the environment. It gave rise to the point: climate resilient development is 

no longer an option, it must become the mainstream.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC, 2018) 
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Sustainable Development Goals: Blueprint for a sustainable future 

 

The themes reported on in this State of the 

Environment Outlook Report align with a 

number of the Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs) (Figure 1), which are a set of 

17 “Global Goals” spearheaded by the 

United Nations that actively contribute to 

sustainable development and define the 

2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development. This report highlights where 

the province falls short in achieving the 

SDGs, and recognises these as provincial 

priorities. 

In essence, the roadmap to the SDGs 

requires re-imagining our future, for which 

we can apply thinking and planning tools 

– forecasting, backcasting, exploration, 

simulation, modelling and transition.    

Figure 2: The 17 Sustainable Development Goals (UN, 2015) 

 

The Trends: SoEOR 2018 

The State of Environment Outlook Report 2018 provides an update on the 

province’s environmental conditions and records the specific provincial efforts that 

aim to respond to these 

environmental changes. As a 

participatory process, the 

SoEOR provided stakeholders 

with an analysis of trends 

within the province, and an 

indication of the successes 

and or failures of efforts to 

transition towards a more 

sustainable and resilient 

environment. An overview of 

the outcome of the SoEOR 

2018 was presented at the 

SSIS 2018, and a summary of 

which is illustrated by the 

figure below: 
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In outcome of the SoEOR 2018, it is encouraging to note that socio-economic trends 

are stable to stable with slight improvement. It is however concerning to note that all 

natural trends are declining. This is even more so given the declining trends for 

natural resources – which are at a repeat of the previous state of the environment 

reporting cycle (2008 – 2013).  

In collectively considering the state of environment trends, it is acknowledged that 

the immediate pressures faced by the Western Cape are either directly or indirectly 

related to climate change. In addition, two central foci are population dynamics 

and economic growth. As the purpose of the SSIS 2018 was to deliberate how to re-

imagine a future where these negative trends are reserved and the positive trends 

continued, including climate change mitigation and adaptation, socio-economic 

development and environmental considerations as part of each and every response 

strategy will be crucial. Strategies must equally be agile and adaptive. Responses 

cannot be constructed in silos or isolation and therefore SSIS 2018 was a platform for 

focusing on cross-sectoral involvement in building sustainable solutions. The 

challenges need to be addressed simultaneously and transversally, looking towards 

broader impact.   
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Sessions of the SSIS 2018 
 

With the forward-looking and solution orientated approach of the SSIS 2018, the 

SoEOR 2018 contents were re-visited for three themes that are equally future-looking, 

opportunity engaged and cross-cutting. The following were highlighted and taken 

forward as session engagement themes:  

- Ecosystems 

- Inclusive communities 

- Waste  

The facilitated interactions used the following prompts to elicit scenario discussion 

and planning: 

- Enabling resilient ecosystems 

- Creating future inclusive communities 

- When waste is not waste anymore 

From the premise that the state of the environment information and trends and now 

known, and so are the responses, mitigation and adaptation programmes, the 

question was asked: where to from here? What barriers do we face, how can these 

barriers be unlocked. With the known trends and responses already in place, will the 

province get ahead of the negative trends fast enough? What other blockages and 

barriers are known that require a re-focus or heightened priority? From this point of 

view, the SSIS 2018 needed to take a system view. With key roleplayers and 

changemakers from all levels of government, but also from academia, non-

governmental organisations and industry, all together in the same discussion, we’ve 

asked participants to look at the current trends (look back if we must), then look 

forward and towards designing our way to the future Western Cape scenario that 

where barriers have collectively been resolved.  

To strengthen engagement, content owners of the three above themes and from 

respective DEA&DP Directorates were engaged and partnered with to ensure 

forward-looking outcomes from the Summit’s interactive sessions.  

FACILITATORS Ms Faith Chihumbiri 
Mr Gray Maguire 
Mr Albert Ackhurst 
Mr Eddie Hanekom 
Ms Belinda Langenhoven 

DEA&DP Biodiversity 
DEA&DP Sustainability 
DEA&DP Biodiversity 
DEA&DP Waste Management 
DEA&DP Waste Management 

 

In several ways, the SSIS 2018 took the contents of the SoEOR 2018 forward, and 

highlighted questions and concerns that have to be taken forward across the 

Western Cape province. These expressions from the current Western Cape state 

stood out:  
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 Change is faster, bigger and of higher impact to the whole of society. 

 Poverty is eating South Africa up. How to creatively innovate ourselves out of 

poverty is perhaps our greatest current challenge. 

 What does ‘inclusive’ really mean?  

 We have distinct spatial challenges and we do not have collective clarity as 

to how inclusivity can address these challenges.  

 Systemic issues are preventing the uptake of innovation.  

 We are seeing the effects of our on-going arguments on environment vs. 

development.  

 Where is the magical place called “recycling” where we want to shift all our 

waste to?  

 The green economy is not yet inclusive. 

 

The following section unpacks the interactive sessions in further detail: 
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New opportunities: 

Procurement processes designed to enable and 

promote green procurement 

Financial models (municipal) that are climate and 

environment-based 

Strategic partnerships with the private sector to 

support societal behaviour change / incentivise 

green behaviour. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Different sectors and industries have 

different understandings of “ecosystem”, 

causing uncertainty and disconnect 

 Ecosystem services are undervalued or 

value is lacking 

 Bio-trade and a marketplace for ecological 

innovation are underdeveloped 

 Resources such as water are sold for 

municipal revenue because there is no 

other support or funding models 

 Development decision-making in natural 

settings are increasingly complex   

 Policies are not reducing vulnerability and 

uncertainty 

 Decision-making is not data driven, an 

obstacle is the high cost of data 

 There is an on-going need to enable bio-

economy uptake in procurement process 

with the support of appropriate 

certification 

 Grey infrastructure preference over green 

or green-grey infrastructure 

 Ecological infrastructure is not embedded 

in urban and settlement planning 

 Rapid urbanisation and land invasion are 

causing unintended pressures on 

ecological systems and worsened by 

human-centric urban planning 

 Conflicting demands between ecology and 

economy.    

 Supported by active participation from 

society / roleplayers, we need to enable a 

shift towards a more inclusive social-

capital governance model that actively 

builds social-capital. 

 Private sector and community must 

participate in green funding models and it 

includes breaking away from traditional 

Public Private Partnership funding 

schemes.  

 Citizen science to support local 

government 

 Monitoring and evaluation is critical and 

supported by data and information 

management 

 Move away from cost-intensive 

engineering solutions that do not support 

resilient ecosystems, this needs more 

robust Cost-Benefit Analysis 

 Use Artificial Intelligence to support 

mapping and ecological risk management 

and future scenario planning 

Current scenario described 

Future scenario envisioned 

Prompt questions: 

- How to create an inclusive connected 

ecosystem? 

- What alternative models are needed? 

- Who do we need to partner with? 

- How do we leapfrog to this new state?   

- What new emerging technologies could 

support?     

 

 

 

 

 

Open questions: 

Infrastructure solutions do not always take 

ecological needs into account. How do we deal with 

such infrastructure risks? 

Conflicting demands are large-scale and wide-

reaching;  how do we manage our declining natural 

resources to satisfy complex and conflicting 

demands? 

Enabling 

resilient 

ecosystems 
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At SSIS 2018, we asked: 

‘What is a resilient 

ecosystem?’                                   

 Feasible transport connects 

settlements to economic 

opportunities 

 Fully functional service 

delivery 

 Access to services, 

employment, economy and 

education 

 Alternatives to traditional 

economic opportunities 

 Resilient and connected 

communities 

 Informality is embraced and 

planned for 

 Defined by relationships 

between community and 

government 

 Future-oriented education 

curricula including focus on 

inclusivity and sustainability 

 

Resilient ecosystems are: 

 Water, biodiversity and land 

ecosystems with people 

connected to these ecosystems 

 Based on harmony and not on 

economic concentration and 

disparity 

 Planning is proactive with an 

ecological perspective 

 Investment in the value of 

ecological systems and 

infrastructure 

 Supported by green funding 

models  

 Supported by a bio-trade 

marketplace 

From SoEOR 2018: 

More vegetation types showing a negative trend in threatened status primarily due to habitat loss, 

a loss in excess of 19 000 ha of critical biodiversity areas (CBAs) in recent years and a significant 

increase in habitat degradation.  While the species threat status of some species has improved, 

the threat status of others, particularly those in the endangered and critically endangered threat 

categories has further deteriorated, demonstrating a continued negative trend during the 

reporting period. Improvement includes the establishment of new protected areas or the 

expansion of existing ones. At present, the Western Cape’s unique and threatened biodiversity 

resources are being depleted at a faster rate than they can be safeguarded. Critical challenges 

remain unfunded mandates and capacity constraints across all levels of government which is key 

in preventing these continued negative trends. 

 

 

Enabling resilient 

ecosystems 



Western Cape Government – Sustainable Settlements Innovation Summit 2018 – Outcomes Report 

 

             11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Radical? Free public transport 

 

- Remnants of historical divide 

- Rapid urbanisation 

- Majority of economic opportunities 

centred in cities / urban hubs 

- Transport disconnect between housing 

developments and economic / urban hubs 

- Barriers to education opportunities 

- Education system quality concerns 

- Participative democracy in local 

government is influenced by literacy and 

process knowledge 

- Absence of bottom-up community 

involvement in policy and decision-making 

processes 

- Language barriers are worsening matters 

of community understanding and trust 

- Misalignment between service delivery 

and land use (as per Spatial Development 

Frameworks) 

- Urban development trends influenced by 

interest groups 

- Many issues arising from the 

implementation gap between process and 

services 

- Priority is given to grey infrastructure 

above green infrastructure 

- Communities are not actively setting 

indicators for liveability, it is done by 

external roleplayers.  

 A resilience thinking approach is adopted 

and it allows stakeholders deeper 

understanding of the context. 

 Inclusivity has different practicalities in 

different communities. 

 Settlements are resource optimised. 

 Spatial, ecological and human resources 

are valuable commodities. 

 Integrated planning allows for dynamic, 

adaptive resource re-use and 

optimisation. 

 Spatial optimisation with multi-use zones 

for self-sustaining communities.  

 Urban planning is more human-centred. 

 Local government (municipalities) are 

transferred more power as they directly 

engage with communities and built 

environment.  

 Agile and flexible design 

Open questions: 

People vs. profit – which one is going to take 

priority in sustainable settlement development? 

How can both be respected? 

 

Current scenario described Future scenario envisioned 

Prompt questions: 

 What is true inclusion? 

 What alternative models are need to 

address the current constraints? 

 What is needed to create an enabling 

environment?         

 Are there new emerging technologies that 

support the future paradigm? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New opportunities: 

 Development of multi-use development 

zones, with access to economic 

opportunities, education, zones that are 

self-sufficient and built on policies that 

focus on inclusivity and sustainability.   

 Alternative architectural development of 

RDP houses, towards sustainable and 

inclusive settlements.     

  

Creating future 

inclusive 

communities 
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From SoEOR 2018: 

 

Through Provincial Strategic Goal 4, the Western Cape Government acknowledges that 

developing sustainable human settlements is essential to social unity and the reduction of 

poverty in the province. This requires specific responses to maintain ecosystem health, optimise 

resource use efficiencies and promote sustainable waste management. By committing to 

maintaining a better quality of life for the inhabitants of the Western Cape, the government 

seeks to ensure the sustainable use of natural resources. Ultimately, Provincial Strategic Goal 4 

seeks to enable improvements in Western Cape settlement development and functionality. 
 

Creating future 

inclusive 

communities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 At SSIS 2018, we asked: 

‘What is true inclusion?’                                   

 Feasible transport connects 

settlements to economic 

opportunities 

 Fully functional service 

delivery 

 Access to services, 

employment, economy and 

education 

 Alternatives to traditional 

economic opportunities 

 Resilient and connected 

communities 

 Informality is embraced and 

planned for 

 Defined by relationships 

between community and 

government 

 Future-oriented education 

curricula including focus on 

inclusivity and sustainability 

                                

Future inclusive communities are: 

 Self-sufficient  

 Empowered 

 Have agency and ability to 

drive change 

 Equipped with knowledge 

across all levels of society / with 

a structure for information 

spread 

 Participate & co-design 

solutions that are responsive to 

their own challenges and 

needs  
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- Waste management is seen as a cost / 

expenditure, responsible waste 

management regarded as an additional 

cost 

- Uncertainty about the future costs of 

responsible waste management 

- Conflict between waste as a resource 

economy and the need to reduce waste 

generation  

- Lack of information and expertise on how 

to manage waste responsibly and as a 

resource for economic development 

- Lack of clarity: who is the owner of waste? 

- Although widely accepted that there are 

economic opportunities to be found in 

waste management, best practice and 

guidance are often lacking to ‘scale up’ 

waste-to-resource practices 

- Tendency to act on waste-to-resource 

impulses, but there is a lack of full 

understanding of waste system, including 

externalities, this must be established 

first.  

- Lack of role definition across spheres of 

government to clarify responsibilities. 

 

 Waste management enforcement has 

limitations; a systemic response must be 

developed that enables rather than 

enforce. This will include capacity building, 

skills development, knowledge expansion, 

appropriate procurement and policies 

 Changes at basic consumer level to enable 

recycling models and to include the 

consumer in the waste value chain 

 Balance between waste reduction and 

waste economy (neither is driven out of 

proportion) 

 Waste is health – prompt a holistic view of 

the entire waste system for human and 

environmental health. 

 

Open questions: 

How do we find and maintain the balance 

between waste as a resource and protecting waste 

infrastructure/assets from vandalism for 

recycling? 

 The green economy is not yet fully inclusive, how 

to enable full inclusivity? 

 

 

Current scenario described Future scenario envisioned:  when waste is not 

waste anymore 

 

 What alternative models would be needed 

to address current constraints and to look 

beyond resilience? 

 What would be needed to create an 

enabling environment? 

 Are there any new, emerging technologies 

that support a new paradigm? 

 What resources are needed to make this 

happen? 

 

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

Waste 

management  

Radical? 

Why not enforce recycling at the 

community / individual level? 
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From SoEOR 2018: 

The waste generation rates in the Western Cape far exceed its population and 

economic growth rates. The province has a shortage of waste landfill space and 

securing available land for new waste management facilities is difficult, as there is 

increasing competition for land. Other challenges include the prohibitive cost of 

containment barriers for waste management facilities as prescribed by the National 

Norms and Standards for Disposal of Waste to Landfill (2013). Integrated waste 

management infrastructure is not recognised as bulk infrastructure and, therefore, 

state funding constraints are affecting service delivery backlogs. Alternative models 

and solutions including technology and financial innovation must be implemented 

across all spheres of government. 

When waste is 

not waste 

anymore 

 Pro-active in preventing a 

waste management crisis 

 Landfill space constraints are 

driving the resource mindset 

 Shifting waste to recycling 

also shifts the problem in-

part, community ownership 

and beneficiaries are 

needed 

 Waste entrepreneurs are 

emerging 

 Technology-based solutions 

 Already 15 anaerobic plants 

across Western Cape 

 Diversion targets for organic 

waste 

 Collaborate with CC targets                      

A waste-resource economy is: 

 A catalyst for community 

development 

 An enabler for waste and 

economy innovation  

 An economy that 

includes informality  

 Uses methodologies such 

as the RSEP/VPUU 

 Supported by 

advocating for a circular 

waste model 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At SSIS 2018, ‘How do we 

create a resource 

mindset?’                          
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How to build resilience? 

PRINCIPLES OF 
RESILIENCE THINKING 

          

 Maintaining diversity 

 Managing connectivity 

 Managing slow variables and feedback 

 Fostering complex adaptive systems (CAS) 

and complexity thinking 

 Encouraging learning 

 Broadening participation  

 Promoting polycentric governance 
quadruple helix model of innovation 

 Collaboration between tertiary educational institutions, 

industry, government, civil society. Focus must be on societal 

impact responsibility.  

                                          

Example from SSIS 2018: 

Spatial, ecological & human 

resources are valuable 

commodities. Resource & spatial 

optimisation are key opportunities 

to enable and implement 

resilience. 
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Shifting from current community scenario to 
future re-imagined:  What is needed? 

SHIFTS IN PLANNING 
& DEVELOPMENT 

          

     

 Shift from centralised to decentralised urban 

planning (where it is context appropriate) 

 Develop mechanisms to apply innovative 

technologies 

 Implementation of the quadruple helix model 

of innovation1 o societal impact responsibility.  

                                        

COMMUNITY 

          

     

 Communities need to be empowered to 

become agents of change 

 Effective, sustained communication and 

participation are needed, based on: 

 Language and vocabulary use scrutiny – 

this is a barrier that prevents community 

participation.      

 

  Collaboration between tertiary 

educational institutions, industry, 

government, civil society. Focus 

must be on societal impact 

responsibility.                                       

COLLABORATION 

          

 
1 The ‘quadruple helix model’ 

involves stakeholders representing 

government, research/education, 

business/industry as well as citizens 

in a bottom-up collaboration for 

the process of innovation. 
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Shifting from current ecosystem scenario to 
future re-imagined:  What is needed? 

NEW ECONOMIC LINKS 
TO ECOSYSTEMS    

               

 New economic links to ecosystems through 

ecological service valuation 

 Appropriate development of bio-trade and bio-

economy 

 New understandings of risk management that 

are founded on risks of climate change and 

ecosystem failure / resource collapse  

industry, government, civil society. Focus must be on societal 

impact res                                     

GREEN 
INFRASTRUCTURE 

          
     

 Green infrastructure supporting grey 

infrastructure 

 Green infrastructure adopted as a key 

requirement in settlements planning 

     

 

 Resource efficiency & conservation are 

the new norms to every practice and 

industry                                       RESOURCE EFFICIENCY & 
CONSERVATION 
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Shifting from current waste scenario to future 
re-imagined:  What is needed? 

UTILISING AVAILABLE 

TECHNOLOGIES 

     

 New technologies are sufficiently 

available and do not require entirely 

new R&D 

 Similarly, the innovation economy space 

is available and do not require re-

innovation 

 Use what is already available to change 

the waste management system 

 

 With a systemic understanding of the entire waste   

system, the true value of waste can inform 

scenario change, new norms and standards                                

  VALUE CHANGE 

 

UNDERSTANDING 

THE WASTE SYSTEM 

     

 From our waste system understanding, a 

connection platform can be established. 

 A connection platform is needed for 

people who are already innovating in 

the waste system. 

 It requires a macro-system approach 

combined with a micro-innovation 

approach. 
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Breaking down silos 

     

A visual stakeholder 

map allowed summit 

attendees to visually link 

stakeholder roles to the 

key breakaway sessions, 

and to continue 

engagement across and 

beyond themes to aid in 

the breakdown of silos. 

These exercise 

highlighted the need for 

co-creating and 

collaborating on 

transversal sustainability 

solutions.                               
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SoEOR 2018 reported on key areas of environment that are most at risk 

/ in the red - climate change, biodiversity, freshwater, etc. all of which 

are the smallest teams / resources areas in WCG. There is a complete 

disconnect between risks and resource allocation. 

WCG in general has complete lack of real collaboration / co-creation of 

solutions with communities. 

Complex / multi-disciplinary / partnering approaches need to be 

allowed to be the norm in government as opposed to easy / simple 

engineering procurement. 

Western Cape Government should be much better at finding ways to 

actively engage the private sector, speaking from personal experience. 

Spatial planning towards mixed income; mixed use areas. People population: Power, opportunity, future. 

Simplicity Making sense of complexity through simplifying: 

- Data 

- Action 

- Sharing / communicate 

Data disaggregation is required when having the conversation of 

redress / inclusivity and resilient (empowered) communities. 

We know what to do – let’s do it, together: 

Listen, act. Reflect and repeat. 

Please help us to explore how to balance innovation (doing things 

differently) with compliance (doing things the same). 

More focused discussion needed on waste. Solutions to build inclusive 

waste economy.       

Development of a procurement framework to pilot / prototype 

innovation to achieve sustainable settlements. 

Development / application of integrated decision-making platform to 

inform project investment. 

 

SSIS 2018: key trends as identified by 
participants 
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Thoughts on innovation:  
Dr Audrey Verhaeghe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr Audrey Verhaeghe (Chair: SA Innovation Summit) gave 

an overview of the SA Innovation Summit initiative, and 

provided a practical handle on innovation and what it 

means for a sustainable community and future. The key 

take-out: innovation requires connecting ideas from across 

the multi-helix. Illustrating this is the SA Innovation Summit 

diagram showing the roots of innovative ideas which were 

actively translated into economic impact. Collectively for 

the year 2017/18, the SA Innovation Summit facilitated 

economic impact to the positive value of R1 billion.  

 

Dr Verhaeghe concluded that the three approaches for 

“innovating out of complexity” is through simplicity, data 

and action.  



Western Cape Government – Sustainable Settlements Innovation Summit 2018 – Outcomes Report 

 

 

SSIS 2018 attendance 
 

 

 

Delegate Organisation E-mail  

Adriaan Neethling Cederberg Municipality adriaann@cederbergraad.co.za 

Anna Mampye Department of Environmental Affairs amampye@environment.gov.za 

Anthony Barnes Department of Environmental Affairs & 

Development Planning 

Anthony.barnes@westerncape.gov.za 

Anthony David Willemse George Municipality adwillemse@george.org.za 

Anton Bredell MEC Magdalena.griesel@westerncape.gov.za 

Anzel Venter Department of Economic Development 

and Tourism 

Anzel.venter@westerncape.gov.za 

Belinda Langenhoven Department of Environmental Affairs & 

Development Planning 

Belinda.langenhoven@westerncape.gov.za 

Blake Robinson ICLEI-Africa Blake.robinson@iclei.org 

Byron Hanslo Resilient Civic Design Collective byronhanslo@redcollective.com 

Cabral Wicht Department of Economic Development 

and Tourism 

Cabral.wicht@westerncape.gov.za 

Catherine Bill Department of Environmental Affairs & 

Development Planning 

Catherine.bill@westerncape.gov.za 

Cecil Madell Department of Environmental Affairs & 

Development Planning 

Cecil.madell@westerncape.gov.za 

Charles Lubbe George Municipality Charles@george.org.za 

 

Charmaine Mare Department of Environmental Affairs & 

Development Planning 

Charmaine.mare@westerncape.gov.za 

Christephine Kearns Drakenstein Municipality christiphinek@drakenstein.gov.za 

Christy Borman Open Source Green christyvandermerwe@gmail.com 

Eddie Hanekom Department of Environmental Affairs & 

Development Planning 

Eddie.hanekom@westerncape.gov.za 
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Elwyn Jacobs Theewaterskloof Municipality ElwynJa@twk.org.za 

Eugene Visagie Department of Human Settlements Eugene.visagie@westerncape.gov.za 

Faith Chihumbiri Department of Environmental Affairs & 

Development Planning 

Faith.chihumbiri@westerncape.gov.za 

Francini van Staden Department of Environmental Affairs & 

Development Planning 

Francini.vanstaden@westerncape.gov.za 

Frederick Africa Overstrand Municipality fafrica@overstrand.gov.za 

Gottlieb Arendse Department of Environmental Affairs & 

Development Planning 

Gottlieb.arendse@westerncape.gov.za 

Grace Stead Steadfast Greening grace@steadfastgreening.co.za 

Graham Paulse Department of Local Government Graham.paulse@westerncape.gov.za 

Gray Maguire Department of Environmental Affairs & 

Development Planning 

Gray.maguire@westerncape.gov.za 

Greg Brill Department of Economic Development 

and Tourism 

Greg.brill@westerncape.gov.za 

Henry Jansen Langeberg Municipality  

Jacqueline Gooch Department of Transport and Public 

Works 

Jacqui.gooch@westerncape.gov.za 

Jacques Jansen van Rensburg Theewaterskloof Municipality Jvr.jacques@gmail.com 

Jameelah Kasper Department of Environmental Affairs & 

Development Planning 

Jameelah.kasper@westerncape.gov.za 

Jason Mingo Department of Environmental Affairs & 

Development Planning 

Jason.mingo@westerncape.gov.za 

Jay Bhagwan Water Research Commission jayb@wrc.org.za 

 

Jessica du Toit SRK Consulting jedutoit@srk.co.za 

Jessica Katz Department of Environmental Affairs & 

Development Planning 

Jessica.katz@westerncape.gov.za 

Jessie Phillips Department of Environmental Affairs & 

Development Planning 

Jessie.phillips@westerncape.gov.za 

Joy Leaner Department of Environmental Affairs & 

Development Planning 

Joy.leaner@westerncape.gov.za 

Julien Rumbelow Department of Environmental Affairs & Julien.rumbelow@westerncape.gov.za 
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Development Planning 

Julius Benn Department of Social Development Julius.benn@westerncape.gov.za 

Karen Shippey Department of Environmental Affairs & 

Development Planning 

Karen.shippey@westerncape.gov.za 

Kari Brice Overstrand Municipality kbrice@overstrand.gov.za 

Kevin Winter UCT / Future Water Institute Kevin.winter@uct.ac.za 

Kholosa Magudu WWF-SA kmagudu@wwf.org.za 

Liesl Hattingh WrapZero liesl@wrapzero.co.za 

Liezl le Roux Living Lands liezl@livinglands.co.za 

Liza Peterson Department of Environmental Affairs & 

Development Planning 

Liza.peterson@westerncape.gov.za 

Lliony Christians Department of Environmental Affairs & 

Development Planning 

Lliony.christians@westerncape.gov.za 

Lourencio Pick Department of Economic Development 

& Tourism 

Lourencio.pick@westerncape.gov.za 

M Sampson Breede Valley Municipality stembu@bvm.gov.za 

Marisa Lombard Department of Social Development Marisa.lombard@westerncape.gov.za 

Martine Fourie TOMA-Now Martine.fourie@toma-now.com 

Melissa Lintnaar-Strauss Department of Water and Sanitation Lintnaar-strauss@dws.gov.za 

Melvin Naik George Municipality mayor@george.org.za 

Michael Daries Department of Environmental Affairs & 

Development Planning 

Michael.daries@westerncape.gov.za 

Mike Mgajo Langeberg Municipality mmgajo@langeberg.gov.za 

Milne van Leeuwen Department of Health Milne.vanleeuwen@westerncape.gov.za 

Naren Sukha Department of Environmental Affairs & 

Development Planning 

Naren.sukha@westerncape.gov.za 

Nicky Samson City of Cape Town Nicola.samson@capetown.gov.za 

Nompendulo Siqangwe Department of Environmental Affairs & 

Development Planning 

Nompendulo.siqangwe@westerncape.gov.za 

Obed Ndhlovu Department of Environmental Affairs ondhlovu@environment.gov.za 

Onkemetse Nteta WWF-SA Onke.nteta@gmail.com 

Pamela Masiko-Kambala Department of Human Settlements Pamela.masiko-kambala@westerncape.gov.za 

Pieter van Zyl Department of Environmental Affairs & Pieter.vanzyl@westerncape.gov.za 
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Development Planning 

Robert Ordelheide Department of Environmental Affairs & 

Development Planning 

Robert.ordelheide@westerncape.gov.za 

Ronald Mukanya Department of Environmental Affairs & 

Development Planning 

Ronald.mukanya@westerncape.gov.za 

Rudolf van Jaarsveld Department of Environmental Affairs & 

Development Planning 

Rudolf.vanjaarsveld@westerncape.gov.za 

Sarah Birch Department of Environmental Affairs & 

Development Planning 

Sarah.birch@westerncape.gov.za 

Shereen Pearson Department of Environmental Affairs & 

Development Planning 

Shereen.pearson@westerncape.gov.za 

Simphiwe Mayeki Breede Valley Municipality smayeki@bvm.gov.za 

Siwaphiwe Bambelo Department of Environmental Affairs & 

Development Planning 

Siwaphiwe.bambelo@westerncape.gov.za 

 

Stephanie Thomson DECAS Strategic Planning Stephanie.thomson@westerncape.gov.za 

Teboho Mosohli Department of Environmental Affairs & 

Development Planning 

Teboho.mosohli@westerncape.gov.za 

Ursula Johanneson Drakenstein Municipality ursulaj@drakenstein.gov.za 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





Western Cape Government – Sustainable Settlements Innovation Summit 2018 – Outcomes Report 

 

 

References 
 

Department of Environmental Affairs & Development Planning (2018). State of Environment Outlook Report 2018. 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change IPCC (2018). Summary for Policymakers. In: Global warming of 1.5°C. An IPCC Special 

Report on the impacts of global warming of 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels and related global greenhouse gas emission 

pathways, in the context of strengthening the global response to the threat of climate change, sustainable development, and 

efforts to eradicate poverty. 

United Nations (2015). The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, United Nations.  

Raworth, K (2017). A Doughnut for the Anthropocene: humanity’s compass in the 21st century. Oxfam Discussion Papers. Oxford. 

 

 

 


	9791afa10d2b95a2782d51ec0b28844e8007104904451fe372fb12415e64adc6.pdf
	9791afa10d2b95a2782d51ec0b28844e8007104904451fe372fb12415e64adc6.pdf
	9791afa10d2b95a2782d51ec0b28844e8007104904451fe372fb12415e64adc6.pdf

