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Honorable Speaker 

Honorable Premier of the Western Cape 

Provincial Cabinet Colleagues and members of the Legislature 

The Head of the Department and the CEO for CapeNature 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

Today it’s my privilege to present the 2021 budget for the Department of Environmental 

Affairs and Development Planning as well as for the biodiversity agency, Cape Nature. 

 

We meet at a time when the Coronavirus continues to be a real disruptive event, one that 

continues to present enormous challenges to government.  

 

This department and CapeNature has also been severely affected and we too have lost 

staff and loved ones over the past year.  

 

I want to take a moment on this platform, once again, to thank the Head of the 

Department Mr Piet van Zyl and Dr Razeena Omar, the Chief Executive Officer of 

CapeNature, for their ongoing leadership during this difficult time. 

 

I also want to thank all the people in the department and CapeNature who continue to 

work hard despite the new challenging environment we are operating in. 

 

 

 

Speaker, 

The province’s ecological and natural environment remains under threat, some of these 

threats are largely outside of our control, this includes global challenges like climate 

change and population growth.  

 

Some of the threats are within our control.  These would include illegal land invasions and 

rapid urbanisation due to collapsing economies and systems in other areas of the country.  

 

In addition and despite the growing challenges, the budget to do our work remains under 

massive pressure and the department and CapeNature has now for a number of years 

not been able to fill all the critical posts on its organogram due to the continued budget 

cuts. 

 

This poses some concern moving forward with regards to sustainability, particularly given 

the fact that the covid pandemic is demanding further cuts to programs in order to ensure 

we can properly address the pandemic. 

 

The department and CapeNature gets allocated a total budget that is among the 

smallest in the province and amounts to roughly 1% of the total provincial budget.  

 

With that budget we need to manage and protect our natural environment within our 

areas of mandate for future generations.  
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Speaker 

With the constrained national economy, the budget allocations for the Department and 

CapeNature for the 2020/21financial year as well as over the 2021 MTEF have been 

revised downward.  

 

The total allocation for the Vote has decreased by R18.47 million from R588.532 million to 

R570 million in 2021/22, a decrease of 3.1 percent.  

 

The MTEF allocation of Vote 9 over the three financial years - 2021/22 to 2023/24 - 

increases from R570.062 million to R581.872 million, representing an increase of 2.1 percent. 

 

Looking forward, the outlook is that the South African economy will remain weak, 

influenced by international and domestic factors in particular the ongoing Covid-19 

response. 

 

To enable the Province to achieve a more resilient and sustainable environment, the 

Department will be focusing on three main areas, jobs, safety, dignity, and wellbeing. 

 

When it comes to jobs, we are proud of three major initiatives which are the Refrigeration 

and Air-Conditioning Partnership Project which sees the upskilling of technicians through 

further education and training on the use of natural refrigerants in the RAC sector.  

 

The second initiative is our support to Waste SMMEs through the Waste Picker Support 

programme and wastepreneur project.  

We plan to develop a municipal waste management services guide as well as doing 

some capacity building of SMMEs on how to transact with municipalities.  

 

Finally, there are opportunities for extended Public Works Programme job opportunities 

through the Rehabilitation of River Riparian areas. 

 

Speaker  

In the province we have been combating a nearly decades long drought.  In most parts 

of the province it has been broken by the past two years good rainfall but there remain 

parts of the province where a devastating drought remains in effect. 

 

The drought has put the spotlight on the important issue of water security and this 

department is leading the way forward by revising the overarching Sustainable Water 

Management Plan that in turn provides the framework for water management within the 

Province.  

 

As part of our water security program, clearing of alien vegetation in the catchments in 

the upper Berg River continues.  The work done to date currently continues to release up 

to 26.5 million cubic meters of additional water per year into the Western Cape river 

system. 
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Speaker 

The department and CapeNature continues to implement and rollout critical programs 

with the best interest of the public at heart.  

 

One of these key programs is the Regional-Socio Economic Projects known as RSEP which 

is one of the ways the Western Cape government is tackling spatial transformation and 

managing urbanization.  

 

This flagship program will continue through the 2021- 2024 MTEF period despite the funding 

challenges. 

 

There are currently twelve beneficiary Municipalities in the Programme.  

 

These are Saldanha Bay,  

Swartland,  

Bergrivier,  

Witzenberg,  

Breede Valley,  

Drakenstein,  

Stellenbosch,  

Theewaterskloof,  

Cape Agulhas,  

Prince Albert,  

Mossel Bay and Bitou  

and 15 participating towns spread across these twelve municipalities. 

 

When it comes to climate change, the province – through the department - continues 

making our global contributions under The Climate Group – States and Regions Alliance 

and the Under2 Coalition. 

 

The climate change landscape has significantly changed since the approval of the 

Western Cape Climate Change Response Strategy (2014) and as such will be undergoing 

a review followed by an intensive stakeholder co-creation process among all 13 WCG 

Departments, to assist in adjusting the way of doing business to respond to climate 

change. 

 

Speaker 

The Department has consistently met the targets for finalizing waste license applications 

within legislated timeframes and will endeavour to continue to do so. 

 

Further afield, the increasing waste generation in the Province continues to negatively 

impact on the already limited available landfill airspace in the province.  We remain hard 

at work in seeking the best solutions to address this major challenge going forward.  Part of 

the answer is the establishing of several regional mega waste disposal hubs. 

 

The key Vote 9 policy priorities informing the Department’s 2021 - 2024 Medium Term 

Expenditure Framework are to enable the Province to achieve a more resilient and 
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sustainable environment, which will empower an inclusive and transformative spatial 

economy. 

 

We are working hard to deliver on these policy priorities despite the real challenges that 

are causing some delays in rollout from time to time as well as having a continued impact 

on budget. 

 

Thank you 
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