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REFERENCE: 16/3/3/5/E4/8/1020/22 

DATE:  31 August 2022 
 

The Board of Directos 

Eikenhof Fruit Farms (Pty) Ltd. 

PO Box 24 

ELGIN 

7180 

 

Attention: Mr A.D Moodie                          Tel: (028) 841 4380                    

             E-mail: alastair.moodie@fruitways.co.za  

 

Dear Sir   
 

APPLICATION IN TERMS OF THE NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT ACT, 1998 (ACT 

107 OF 1998) AND PART 2 OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT (“EIA”) 

REGULATIONS, 2014 FOR THE AMENDMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION ISSUED 

ON 30 MAY 2017: THE EXPANSION OF A BRIDGE OVER THE PALMIET RIVER AT EIKENHOF FRUIT 

FARM ON PORTION 9 OF FARM WESSELSGAT NO. 286 AND PORTION 7 OF FARM KLEINE 

WESSELSGAT NO. 287, ELGIN. 
 

1. With reference to the above application, the Department hereby notifies you of its decision to 

grant the amendment of the Environmental Authorisation (“EA”) issued on 30 May 2017 

(DEA&DP Ref.: 16/3/3/1/E4/8/1003/17) attached herewith, together with the reasons for the 

decision. 

 

2. Your attention is drawn to Chapter 2 of the National Appeal Regulations, 2014, which prescribes 

the appeal procedure to be followed. This procedure is summarised in the attached amended 

EA. 

  

Yours faithfully 

 

 

 

DIRECTOR: DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT (REGION 1) 

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS AND DEVELOPMENT PLANNING 
Cc: (1) Mr Marais Geldenhuys (Doug Jeffery Environmental Consultants (Pty) Ltd)                                E-mail: marais@dougjeff.co.za  

       (2) Theewaterskloof Municipality                                E-mail: twkmun@twk.org.za    

Zaahir Toefy
Digitally signed by Zaahir Toefy 
Date: 2022.08.31 09:14:40 
+02'00'
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EIA REFERENCE:  16/3/3/5/E4/8/1020/22  

NEAS REFERENCE:  WCP/EIA/AMEND/0000616/2022 

DATE:   31 August 2022 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION 

 

APPLICATION IN TERMS OF THE NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT ACT, 1998 (ACT 

107 OF 1998) AND PART 2 OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REGULATIONS, 2014 

FOR THE AMENDMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION ISSUED ON 30 MAY 2017: 

THE EXPANSION OF A BRIDGE OVER THE PALMIET RIVER AT EIKENHOF FRUIT FARM ON 

PORTION 9 OF FARM WESSELSGAT NO. 286 AND PORTION 7 OF FARM KLEINE WESSELSGAT 

NO. 287, ELGIN. 
 

With reference to your application for the abovementioned, find below the outcome with respect 

to this application. 

 

A. DECISION 

 

By virtue of the powers conferred on it by the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act 

No. 107 of 1998) (“NEMA”) and the Environmental Impact Assessment (“EIA”) Regulations, 2014, 

the Department herewith grants the amendment of the Environmental Authorisation (“EA”) issued 

on 30 May 2017 (DEA&DP Ref.: 16/3/3/1/E4/8/1003/17) in terms of Part 2 of the EIA Regulations, 

2014. 

 

The EA is amended as set out below: 

 

1. The description of the proposed development in Section B: List of activities authorised: 

 “This alternative entails the construction of a bridge across the Palmiet River of approximately 20m 

in length and 3.6m in width. The bridge will consist of two 2400 x 1200 box culverts and one 900m 

pipe culvert. 1m x 1m gabions are proposed on either side of the bridge to stabilize the banks of 

the river. The location is further downstream towards the Eikenhof Dam where there is an existing 

wooden mountain bike bridge crossing, approximately 1.2m wide, with a cleared pathway 

through the wetland on either side of the bridge. Existing farm and bike tracks will be used as 

access roads to and from the bridge, and will be expanded to a maximum width of 4.5m in some 

places.” 

 

Is amended to read: 

 

This alternative entails the construction of a bridge across the Palmiet River with a total length of 

28m and a width of 6.85m with seven 525mm pipe culverts. Gabion cut-off walls and a 230mm 

thick reno mattress apron will be constructed on the downstream side of the bridge. The location 

is further downstream towards the Eikenhof Dam where there is an existing wooden mountain bike 

bridge crossing, approximately 1.2m wide, with a cleared pathway through the wetland on either 

side of the bridge. Existing farm and bike tracks will be used as access roads to and from the 

bridge, and will be expanded to a maximum width of 4.5m in some places. 
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2. Condition 1 in Section E: Conditions of Authorisation: 

“The holder is authorised to undertake the listed activities specified in Section B above in 

accordance with and restricted to Site Alternative 2 in the BAR dated February 2017 on the site as 

described in Section C above. “ 

 

Is amended to read: 

 

The holder is authorised to undertake the listed activities specified in Section B above in 

accordance with and restricted to Site Alternative 2 in the amendment application on the site as 

described in Section C above.  

 

3. Condition 2 in Section E: Conditions of Authorisation: 

“The Environmental Authorisation is valid for a period of five years from the date of issue within 

which commencement must occur.”  

 

Is amended to read: 

 

This Environmental Authorisation is valid for a period of five years from the date of issue of this 

Amended Environmental Authorisation, within which commencement must occur.  

 

4. Condition 8 in Section E: Conditions of Authorisation: 

“The draft Environmental Management Programme (“EMPr”) submitted as part of the application 

for Environmental Authorisation is hereby approved and must be implemented.  

 

The Maintenance Management Plan (“MMP”) submitted as part of the application for 

environmental authorization is herewith agreed in terms of the NEMA EIA Regulations 2014 (as 

amended) relating to Activity 19 of GN No. 327.” 

 

Is amended to read: 

 

The revised draft Environmental Management Programme (“EMPr”) submitted as part of the 

amendment application is hereby approved and must be implemented.  

 

The revised Maintenance Management Plan (“MMP”) submitted as part of the amendment 

application is herewith agreed to in terms of the NEMA EIA Regulations 2014 (as amended) relating 

to Activity 19 of GN No. 327. 
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5. ANNEXURE 2: Site Plan is replaced with: 
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6. Site Alternative 2 (preferred alternative herewith authorised) included under Annexure 3: 

Reasons for the Decision: 

“This alternative entails the construction of a bridge across the Palmiet River of approximately 20m 

in length and 3.6m in width. The bridge will consist of two 2400 x 1200 box culverts and one 900m 

pipe culvert. 1m x 1m gabions are proposed on either side of the bridge to stabilize the banks of 

the river. The location is further downstream towards the Eikenhof Dam where there is an existing 

wooden mountain bike bridge crossing, approximately 1.2m wide, with a cleared pathway 

through the wetland on either side of the bridge. Existing farm and bike tracks will be used as 

access roads to and from the bridge, and will be expanded to a maximum width of 4.5m in some 

places. This alternative is preferred for the following reasons: 

• The new concrete bridge will replace the wooden bridge, which will reduce the associated 

impacts. 

• The width of the wetland along this section of the Palmiet River is narrower, resulting in less loss 

of wetland. 

• The existing tracks and farm roads can be used and therefore no new roads would be 

required. In some places the existing roads/tracks will be widened by 4.6m. 

• By using the route of the existing pathway as approach roads, the path of riparian woodland 

situated near the crossing point, can be avoided. 

• The bridge structure is smaller in size, will have a shorter construction period, will be more cost 

effective and is located within an area that is already disturbed. The smaller disturbance 

footprint would therefore result in less loss of wetland and riparian habitat and less disturbance 

to the river itself.” 

 

Is amended to read: 

 

This alternative entails the construction of a bridge across the Palmiet River with a total length of 

28m and a width of 6.85m with seven 525mm pipe culverts. Gabion cut-off walls and a 230mm 

thick reno mattress apron will be constructed on the downstream side of the bridge. The location 

is further downstream towards the Eikenhof Dam where there is an existing wooden mountain bike 

bridge crossing, approximately 1.2m wide, with a cleared pathway through the wetland on either 

side of the bridge. Existing farm and bike tracks will be used as access roads to and from the 

bridge, and will be expanded to a maximum width of 4.5m in some places. This alternative is 

preferred for the following reasons: 

• The new concrete bridge will replace the wooden bridge, which will reduce the risk associated 

with the use of the wooden bridge. 

• The width of the wetland along this section of the Palmiet River is narrower, resulting in less loss 

of wetland. 

• The existing tracks and farm roads can be used and therefore no new roads would be 

required. In some places the existing roads/tracks will be widened by 4.6m. 

• By using the route of the existing pathway as approach roads, the path of riparian woodland 

situated near the crossing point, can be avoided. 

 

B. REASONS FOR THE DECISION  

 
In reaching its decision, the Department took, inter alia, the following into consideration: 

 

(a) During the detailed design phase, it was found that the substrate on the site would not be 

able to support the originally approved bridge design. The design of the bridge has therefore 

been amended.  

 

(b) The Addendum to the Freshwater Impact Assessment compiled by Antonia Belcher on 22 April 

2022, indicates that the potential freshwater impacts associated with the proposed new 

bridge design will not differ significantly from those indicated in the original freshwater 

assessment. The recommended mitigation measures, as provided in the original freshwater 
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assessment, will apply to the new bridge design. Furthermore, the freshwater specialist 

indicated that there is no reason why the new bridge design should not be approved. 

 

(c) As required in terms of Regulation 41 of the NEMA EIA Regulations 2014 a public participation 

process was conducted for the amendment application which comprised of the following:  

• An advertisement was placed in the local newspaper, the “Hermanus Times” on 25 May 

2022; 

• Site Notices were placed at the entrance of the site on 25 May 2022; 

• All previous registered Interested and Affected Parties, including Organs of State which 

have jurisdiction in respect of any aspect of the relevant activity, were notified of the 

amendment application on 25 May 2022; and 

• A 30-day commenting period on the Draft Amendment Report was allowed from 26 May 

2022. 

 

The Department is satisfied that the Public Participation Process that was followed met the 

minimum legal requirements and the comments raised and responses thereto were included in 

the comments and response report.  

 

Authority Consultation: 

The following authorities were consulted but had no objection to the amendment application: 

• Department of Agriculture; 

• Breede-Gouritz Catchment Management Agency; 

• CapeNature;  

• Theewaterskoof Municipality; and 

• Overberg District Municipality. 

 

C. CONDITIONS 

 

1. The holder must in writing, within 14 (fourteen) calendar days of the date of this decision–  

1.1 notify all registered I&APs of –  

1.1.1 the outcome of the application;  

1.1.2 the reasons for the decision as included in Section B; 

1.1.3 the date of the decision; and 

1.1.4 the date when the decision was issued. 

 

1.2 draw the attention of all registered I&APs to the fact that an appeal may be lodged 

against the decision in terms of National Appeals Regulations, 2014 detailed in Section D 

below; 

 

1.3 draw the attention of all registered I&APs to the manner in which they may access the 

decision;  

 

1.4 provide the registered I&APs with: 

1.4.1  the name of the holder (entity) of this Environmental Authorisation; 

1.4.2  name of the responsible person for this Environmental Authorisation; 

1.4.3 postal address of the holder; 

1.4.4  telephonic and fax details of the holder; 

1.4.5  e-mail address, if any, of the holder; and 

1.4.6  the contact details (postal and/or physical address, contact number, facsimile 

and e-mail address) of the decision-maker and all registered I&APs in the event 

that an appeal is lodged in terms of the 2014 National Appeals Regulations. 
 

2. One week’s notice must be given to the Directorate: Development Management (Region 1) 

before commencement of construction activities. The said notice must also include proof of 

compliance with Condition 1 described in Section C of this Environmental Authorisation. 
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3. All other conditions contained in the Environmental Authorisation issued on 30 May 2017 

(attached as Annexure A) remain unchanged and in force.  

 

D. APPEALS 

 

Appeals must comply with the provisions contained in the National Appeal Regulations 2014. 

 

1. An appellant (if the holder of the decision) must, within 20 (twenty) calendar days from the 

date the notification of the decision was sent to the holder by the Competent Authority – 

 

1.1. Submit an appeal in accordance with Regulation 4 of the National Appeal 

Regulations 2014 to the Appeal Administrator; and  

1.2. Submit a copy of the appeal to any registered I&APs, any Organ of State with interest 

in the matter and the decision-maker i.e. the Competent Authority that issued the 

decision.  - 

 

2. An appellant (if NOT the holder of the decision) must, within 20 (twenty) calendar days from 

the date the holder of the decision sent notification of the decision to the registered I&APs– 

 

2.1. Submit an appeal in accordance with Regulation 4 of the National Appeal 

Regulations 2014 to the Appeal Administrator; and  

2.2 Submit a copy of the appeal to the holder of the decision, any registered I&AP, any 

Organ of State with interest in the matter and the decision-maker i.e. the Competent 

Authority that issued the decision. 

 

3. The holder of the decision (if not the appellant), the decision-maker that issued the decision, 

the registered I&AP and the Organ of State must submit their responding statements, if any, 

to the appeal authority and the appellant within 20 (twenty) calendar days from the date 

of receipt of the appeal submission.  

 

4.  The appeal and the responding statement must be submitted to the address listed below: 

 

  By post:  Western Cape Ministry of Local Government, Environmental Affairs and 

Development Planning 

 Private Bag X9186 

 CAPE TOWN 

 8000 

 

  By facsimile:   (021) 483 4174; or 

 
  By hand: Attention: Mr Marius Venter (Tel:  021 483 3721) 

                         Room 809 

 8th Floor Utilitas Building, 1 Dorp Street, Cape Town, 8001 

 

 Note: For purposes of electronic database management, you are also requested to submit 

electronic copies (Microsoft Word format) of the appeal, responding statement and any 

supporting documents to the Appeal Authority to the address listed above and/ or via e-mail 

to DEADP.Appeals@westerncape.gov.za. 

 

5. A prescribed appeal form as well as assistance regarding the appeal processes is obtainable 

from the Appeal Authority at: Tel. (021) 483 3721, E-mail DEADP.Appeals@westerncape.gov.za 

or URL http://www.westerncape.gov.za/eadp. 
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E. DISCLAIMER 

 

The Western Cape Government, the Local Authority, committees or any other public authority or 

organisation appointed in terms of the conditions of this EA shall not be responsible for any 

damages or losses suffered by the holder, developer or his/her successor in any instance where 

construction or operation subsequent to construction is temporarily or permanently stopped for 

reasons of non-compliance with the conditions as set out herein or any other subsequent 

document or legal action emanating from this decision. 

 

Your interest in the future of our environment is appreciated. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

 
         

MR. ZAAHIR TOEFY 

DIRECTOR: DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT (REGION 1) 

DATE OF DECISION: 31 AUGUST 2022 
 
Cc: (1) Mr Marais Geldenhuys (Doug Jeffery Environmental Consultants (Pty) Ltd)                                E-mail: marais@dougjeff.co.za  

       (2) Theewaterskloof Municipality                                E-mail: twkmun@twk.org.za  

 

 

------------------------------------END------------------------------------ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zaahir 
Toefy

Digitally signed by 
Zaahir Toefy 
Date: 2022.08.31 
09:15:15 +02'00'
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ANNEXURE A: ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION ISSUED ON 30 MAY 2017 
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