
SUSTAINABLE USE OF PROVINCIAL ASSETS

Spatial continuity and connectivity of the biodiversity network strengthens its 
resilience.

If biodiversity threats such as land transformation, the impact of climate change 
and over abstraction and modification of natural watercourses are not reduced 
some ecosystems could collapse, requiring expensive intervention to maintain 
or replace them. 

The PSDF encourages the use of Critical Biodiversity Areas (CBA) mapping to 
inform spatial planning and land use management decisions.  The delineation of 
urban edges in municipal spatial development frameworks steer urban growth 
pressures away from CBA’s.

The Western Cape State of the Environment Outlook 
report (2013) highlights the following challenges related 
to the consumption and decomposition of resources 
(i.e. waste, air quality, energy and climate change):

  Increasing waste generation
  High energy usage in larger settlements 
  The implications of climate change associated risks 

of sea level rise and flooding.

The focus areas for climate change adaptation are: 
  Water conservation and demand management 
  Built environment adaption 
  Ecosystem based adaption 
  Food security 
  Social resilience 
  Sustainable public transport systems 

Arable soils and mineral 
resources are non-renewable 
assets that are important 
underpinnings of the 
Western Cape economy. 
Safeguarding the Province’s 
agricultural resources, and 
productively using them 
without compromising 
biodiversity, heritage and 
scenic resources, remains a 
key challenge for the WCG. 

The PSDF promotes 
sustainable farming and 
mining. A prerequisite for 
sustainable farming and 
mining is coherent land use 
planning and environmental 
management systems that are 
aligned with the development 
goals. Municipal spatial 
development frameworks 
must record unique and high potential agricultural land and demarcate urban edges to protect these areas.

The Western Cape’s cultural and scenic landscapes underpin the tourism 
economy, but these resources are being incrementally eroded and fragmented.

The PSDF identifies a number of scenic landscapes that are under threat 
and require strategies to ensure their long-term protection. These include: 

  Rural landscapes of scenic and cultural significance that are situated 
in close proximity to major urban development pressure .

  Undeveloped coastal landscapes under major development pressure. 
   Landscapes under pressure for large scale infrastructural developments 

such as wind farms, solar energy facilities, transmission lines and  potential 
shale gas development in the Central Karoo. 

  Historic mountain passes and ‘poorts’ vulnerable to falling into disrepair, 
or alternatively inappropriate repairs and upgrading (e.g. Swartberg 
Pass). 

  Loss of scenic qualities of wilderness landscapes.
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Surface water resources are approaching useable limits and escalating demand and finite supply 
necessitates the protection and rehabilitation of river systems and ground water recharge areas.  
Water will be a key determinant of future Provincial economic growth and development.

The PSDF provides 
principles to guide the built 
environment and farming 
practices towards a more 
efficient ‘water wise’ planning 
and design approach.

Transformation of the 
coastline is of particular 
concern given the loss of 14% 
of threatened ecosystems 
between 2001 and 2009. If 
not appropriately managed, 
coasta l  development 
pressures present a real 
threat to the ecological 
integrity, landscape quality 
and tourism value of the 
Province’s coastal assets.  

The PSDF aims to protect 
these natural resources.
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Protect biodiversity and ecosystem services

Safeguard inland and coastal water resources and safeguard the sustainable use of water

Safeguard the Western Cape’s agricultural and mineral resources and manage their sustainable use

Recycle and recover waste, deliver clean resources of energy to urban consumers, shift from private 

to public transport, and adapt to and mitigate against climate change

Safeguard cultural and scenic assets
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The WCG’s Provincial Strategic Plan comprises five Provincial Strategic Goals 
(PSG) as the vision of how Province aim to improve the lives of citizens.  The 
PSDF serves as a framework to deliver on the PSG’s and focuses on spatial 
transitions for growing the economy, building better environmental resilience 
and pursuing better inclusivity.

The Western Cape economy is founded on the Province’s unique asset base. The 
PSDF’s policies encourage the wise use of these assets to promote sustainability. 
They also safeguard them against risks by mitigating and/or adapting to current 
and looming risks. If managed responsibly, the Province’s spatial assets hold 
immense socio-economic development potential. Conversely, mismanagement of 
these resources can severely hinder development, particularly in the rural areas.

R1

Western Cape Provincial Spatial Development Framework (PSDF)
For more information and tips visit www.westerncape.gov.za/eadp
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